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THE “WASP” GATHERS IN SIX MORE 

LEE SHOENHAIR has just established six new world’s speed 
records for class C airplanes. He flew the “Wasp” powered Lock- 
heed Vega monoplane “Miss Silvertown,” owned by the B. F. 

Goodrich Rubber Company. These new marks are as follows: 



WITH 1000 KILOGRAMS LOAD 

1. Distance of 100 kilometers at 

175.997 miles per hour 

2. Distance of 500 kilometers at 

168.114 miles per hour 

3. Distance of 1000 kilometers at 

152.702 miles per hour 

WITH 500 KILOGRAMS LOAD 

4. Distance of 100 kilometers at 

185.42 miles per hour 

5. Distance of 500 kilometers at 

171.288 miles per hour 

6. Distance of 1000 kilometers at 

152.702 miles per hour 
Recognition by the Federation Aeronau- 
tique Internationale of these new records 
will credit the United States with 23 



Manufactured in Canada by Canadian Pratt & Whitney Aircraft Co., Ltd., Longueuil, P. Q.; in Con- 
tinental Europe by Bavarian Motor Works, Munich; in Japan by Nakajima Aircraft Works, Tokio. 
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proved by record-breaking performance 


of Lambert 


Nickel Cast Iron 


Airplane Engine Cylinders 


"The longest wearing cylinder material known 
today*”, unquestionably has contributed to the suc- 
cessful performance of the Lambert R-266 airplane 
engine, ATC No. 38. On Feb. 16, 1930 a plane pow- 
ered by tliis engine established an unofficial light 
plane altitude record of 27,250 0., furnishing fur- 
ther evidence of the high power and ruggedness 
built into this engine. 

In airplane engine cylinders Nickel Cast Iron has 
the following characteristics: (1) It resists wear to a 
marked degree, because ofitshigh hardness, pearlitic 
structure, refined and uniformly 
distributed graphite and freedom 
from hard spots. (2) It is less suscept- 


of the refinement of grain and graphite, and the 
generally improved structural development. (5) It is 

Cylinders removed from Lambert engines after 
more than 500 hours of flying have been found to 
require no attention whatever. Nickel Cast Iron 
cylinders show a highly glazed surface on the bore 
which is probably instrumental in providing longer 
life. 

The Nickel Cast Iron furnished in these cylinders 
by the Davenport Locomotive & Mfg. Corp. is 15 % 
stronger than the high grade gray- 
iron formerly used and has a hard- 
ness of BHN 223. The Lambert 
Aircraft Engine Corp. report the 
finished cost of these cylinders is 
but 45.2 % of a steel cylinder. This 
reduction in fin- 
w'hich in turn means 
gine production. 






arpage or disto 
uniform structure even in non- 
uniform sections. (3) It is tougher 
iu light sections because of refined 
structure and freedom from hard 
spots. (4) It is stronger as a result 
•The description of Nickel i 


m o © Ik © D 

FOR CAST IRON 

[ See our Exhibit Booths 104-1061 
A. F. A., Cleveland, May 12-16 J 

oat Iron by one of America’s leading i 


is partly due t 


THE INTERNATIONAL NICKEL COMPANY, INC., 67 WALL STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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FORMICA 

aeroplane Cab LinincjJ 


pORMICA offers wainscot for aeroplane cabs of un- 
A usual beauty and durability. It is available in nu- 
merous wood patterns, marble patterns, solid colors 
like red, green and blue and art moderne figures. 


The material is almost inert chemically and is not in- 
jured by cleaning solutions of any kind. It is extremely 
light and extremely durable. It will not craze or crack. 
It is available with a wool-felt center which gives it 
great flexibility and tends to absorb the vibration and 
drumming of the motor. 

Formica also offers a line of control pulleys 
ball bearings, and also pulleys with bronze 
bearings impregnated with graphite. 

The FORMICA INSULATION COMPANY 

4622 Spring Grove Avenue Cincinnati, Ohio 






Business Has Taken To Wing's! 

Thousands of miles of travel along airlanes — ap- 
pointments kept — merchandise delivered — markets 
opened — speed with safety! 

Today business men are looking, clear visioned, at 
the sky. There they have found a new way to the 
speed and spread which sound the very keynote of 
business itself. They have acquired confidence, have 
become purchasers of planes for commercial and 
private use and builders of air transportation lines. 

They have found a new field in which to employ 
private and business capital. Business and business 
men are the aviation market. 

While business has taken to wings. The Business 
Week has established its influence among business 
leaders. They have been quick to see that it covers 
every event of real significance to business. Its style is 
terse and compelling; its views are those of heads 
grown business-wise. 

Advertising aviation in The Business Week is advertis- 
ing where the important men of big business will read. 

THE BUSINESS WEEK 

The Journal of Business News and Interpretation 

NewYork • Chicago • San Francisco • Detroit 
St. Louis • Philadelphia ■ Boston • Cleveland 
Greenville . Los Angeles • London 
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Comte de la Vaulx 

A LTHOUGH the heavy blow struck at aviation by 
.the crash in Jersey City last Friday will be felt 
with peculiar force in France, the great citizen of France 
who was among the victims will be mourned by the 
whole world. A mixture of tireless devotion to the pro- 
motion of aviation on a scale transcending national 
boundaries, of limitless personal courage, of tact and 
charm and that quality which can only be designated by 
using the Count's own tongue and calling it elan, have 
given him a unique place in aeronautical affairs. 

France has been peculiarly unfortunate in the loss by 
accident of several of her aeronautical elder statesmen, 
leaders of thought and policy. Almost twenty years ago 
the Minister of War of the time was killed by a plane 
while a spectator at a meet. It is little more than a year 
since the lamented Maurice Bokanowski, Minister of 
Commerce and aeronautical enthusiast of the first water, 
was the victim of a crash of a military airplane of which 
he was a passenger. And now the Comte de la Vaulx, 
and France will mourn, and those who know the back- 
ground of present-day aviation will mourn with her. 

American aeronautical visitors to Paris have often en- 
vied the functioning of the Aero Club of France, at once 
a social gathering place for those of common aeronautical 
interest and a focus for the harmonious exercise of full 
control over all that pertains to flying as a sport. The 
development of French sporting aviation and of the 
Club's share in it has been singularly unmarred by 
political or personal controversy. The Aero Club’s 
leadership has been unchallenged. 

Aeronautical people the world over have for twenty 
years had to be grateful for the existence and the work- 
ing of the Federation Aeronautique Internationale, and 
especially if they have been familiar with the records of 


international control in various other sports, such as 
automobile or motor boat racing. The career of inter- 
nation federations in sporting activities has commonly 
been short, and it has usually been turbulent. In no 
other branch of sport are world records so clearly and 
unequivocally recognized and so well protected against 
chicanery as in aviation. That it is so, and that the 
F.A.I. still runs essentially upon the lines laid down 
when the airplane was yet a seven days' wonder and a 
two-hour flight was a miracle, stands to the great honor 
of those who have shaped the Federation's course. 

The Comte de la Vaulx was the founder of the Aero 
Club of France. He was the president of the F.A.I., 
and certainly no other influence was more strongly and 
favorably manifested in its evolution. The organizations 
stand as his monuments. 

// 

Accident Figures 

■ HERE ARE.” said Mark Twain “three sorts 
JL of prevarication, plain lies, damn lies, and sta- 
tistics.” A certain number of those who collect and dis- 
seminate aeronautical information or propaganda have 
been doing their best to put the stamp of accuracy upon 
that somewhat cynical compilation. 

Not many weeks ago, a writer in Liberty magazine 
made plaintive protest against the misleading quality of 
much of the statistical material that he encountered when 
he sought data on aircraft accidents. He then proceeded 
to give currency to some data of his own quite as mis- 
leading as any that he could have secured from any other 
source, but that is by the way. For his fundamental 
complaint it has been easy to find supporting evidence. 
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It has been argued that aviation is safer than riding 
on the railroads because the number of people killed in 
a year by railroad trains, including switchmen and tres- 
passers on the right of way, is greater than the number 
killed in the air. It has been argued that flying is safer 
than living in a certain mid-western state because the 
hind legs of mules claim a larger aggregate number of 
victims annually than do crashes. It has been argued 
that the airplane is safer than the steam train because the 
number of airplane miles per aviation death is larger 
than the number of train miles per death connected in 
some way with railroading, entirely disregarding the 
difference in the average number of persons exposed to 
injury in a single accident. 

We believe in the growing safety of aviation. We be- 
lieve that the airplane is even now much safer under 
average conditions than most people realize, and that 
under selected conditions it is very safe indeed, but we 
do not intend to promote that belief by circulating “sta- 
tistics" prepared upon bases so grotesque that they would 
not deceive a normally bright ten-year old child. To foist 
that sort of numerical trash upon the world is of no 
virtue in persuading the general public of the value of 
aviation. It has the effect rather of suggesting to intelli- 
gent men that if it is necessary to go to the trouble of 
preparing such preposterously fallacious material as that, 
it must be because a true and fair presentation would be 
too unpleasant to contemplate. 

Misleadingly roseate accident statistics not only disgust 
the precise section of the non-aeronautical community 
whose confidence we ought to be most interested in get- 
ting, but they have an equally unfortunate effect within 
our own councils. No vehicle of transport is ever safe 
enough as long as there continue to lie any accidents 
whatever, and no relaxation in safety effort is ever 
justified. 

We cannot maintain a continuous, sincere, and intelli- 
gent effort for improvement in our accident record 
if we continue to feed ourselves as well as our customers 
on statistical opiates. 

In the past six months the aviation industry, whole- 
heartedly as never before, has looked the accident situa- 
tion in the face and talked about it squarely. The general 
willingness to do so has been the most cheering symptom 
of a period that has not been without its discouraging 
features. 

Now that we have progressed that far. the next step 
is to find out exactly what we are talking about, and 
that demands two things. It demands the adoption of 
fair and adequate statistical yardsticks for the determina- 
tion of the actual safety of aviation at the present time. 
Only by the production and use of such comparative 
measures shall we be able to tell whether or not we are 
progressing, and how rapidly. It demands also a detailed 
analysis of accidents as to cause. At the present time 
it is fair to say that the method of accident analysis pro- 
duced by the sub-committee on accidents of the National 
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Advisor)' Committee, and adopted by the Department of 
Commerce as well as by the Army and Navy, is superior 
to anything of the sort that has ever been used anywhere 
else in the world. The methods should be more clearly 
understood, and the results of the general analyses 
should be patiently and minutely studied, hy the aircraft 
industry. The Department of Commerce is on the right 
track in this matter, but there is more that could and 
should be done. There should, for example, be an 
official compilation of the number of passenger-miles 
flown annually, to furnish an accurate basis for passen- 
ger-hazard statistics such as we have approximated as 
liest we could in the recent statistical issue of Aviation. 
There should lie a break-down of accident records into 
two groups, those which occurred while the airplane was 
being used in a reasonable fashion as a vehicle of trans- 
portation. and those which resulted from operations 
utterly alien to the machine's transport function and con- 
nected rather with deliberate thrill-production. Of the 
lamentably large number of accidents that occur in mis- 
cellaneous flying, we ought to be told definitely just how 
many we can charge to aviation, even to aviation practiced 
with poor judgment and with faulty technique, and how 
many ought rather to be charged against circus per- 
forming. 

There are other desirable data that we might list at 
length, but they are all alike in one respect. Through ali 
statistical material runs one fundamental connecting 
thread. The facts and the figures must he prepared, 
studied, and used not primarily for the purpose of prov- 
ing anything, but to the end that we may learn the 
truth. 



L IEUT. ALFORD J. WILLIAMS, with thirteen 
years of naval service, most of which has been of 
a very specialized character and which has never involved 
any service at sea. and for a number of years no service 
with any naval aeronautical operating unit, has resigned 
from the service. His resignation immediately becomes 
the subject of uninformed furminations and of porten- 
tous and far-reaching investigation in Congressional 
halls. It is much to be regretted that naval aviation 
should lose so magnificent a pilot, but those who have 
been watching closely upon the development of Lieu- 
tenant Williams' work and upon the progress of naval 
aviation over the last few years have had plenty of time 
to grow reconciled to the prospect. It became more and 
more plainly inevitable as Lieutenant Williams’ interest 
in a project in which the Navy was in no position to take 
any active part, and from which it could draw only indi- 
rect and dubious benefit, continued undimmed and as the 
complexity of the problem of developing a racing plane 
continued to unfold. 
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Congress is investigating, but unfortunately its in- 
vestigation seems to be confined to the history of the 
Mercury racing plane in its latest manifestation, to the 
events immediately prior to Lieutenant Williams’ tender 
of his resignation, and to some general considerations 
concerning the relative performance of American and 
European fighting airplanes. The special committee 
might profitably inquire into the history of American 
participation in air racing and some brilliant inconsisten- 
cies in the Congressional reactions thereto. 

Governmental participation in the Schneider Race be- 
gan in 1923, when the United States Navy sent a team 
to England and won the trophy for the first time. In 
1924, to recapitulate very briefly a’ history than many will 
recall, the American team, with a splendid gesture of 
abnegation on the part of the Navy Department which 
was warmly applauded abroad and is still the subject of 
frequent comment in the British press as a brilliant ex- 
ample of sportsmanship, declined to accept a walk-over. 
In 1925, Lieutenant Doolittle won a second leg upon the 
cup. In 1926, the race was not taken seriously enough in 
this country to go to the length of having new airplanes 
built by the industry especially for the competition. The 
American team went forth with the knowledge that an- 
other victory would give this country permanent posses- 
sion of the Schneider Cup, but victory failed them. 

At that point came the parting of the ways. With the 
trophy held in America it seemed almost indispensable 
that some effort be made to defend it. With the trophy 
making the long trip to Italy, a fresh decision had to be 
taken upon whether there were either technical, political, 
or moral advantages in preparing for another race and 
making a serious attempt to win the cup back which 
would justify the very considerable outlay of time and 
money necessarily involved. The Navy Department 
after much consideration decided that the endeavor ought 
to be made, but it was decided further by the officials 
bearing the highest responsibility that Congress should 
be definitely apprised of the Department’s intention and 
that a definite effort should be made to secure funds for 
the next year’s Schneider contest as a specific item on the 
experimental budget in addition to the amount needed 
for other purposes. 

That was the course of candor. The desirability of 
going on with the race for at least one more year and of 
making a really serious effort to win the trophy in 1927, 
and so permanently retire it from competition, was 
earnestly pressed upon the attention of the responsible 
committee of the House of Representatives. They fairly 
laughed it out of court. It was suggested that there was 
no more reason for racing an American naval airplane 
against the airplanes of European air forces than for 
spending great sums of money in formal arrangement 
for a race between the fastest destroyers of the Ameri- 
can and British Navies. It was suggested that if this 
eccentric proposal to secure funds for the specific pur- 
pose of carrying the direct expense of Schneider race 
participation were approved, the Navy Department 


835 

might next want to build an America’s Cup defender. 
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Aeronautics 
discussed the subject at length with various members of 
both houses of Congress without discovering more than 
the faintest evidence of sympathy for the proposal to 
continue racing. It is then with considerable astonish- 
ment that one reads that a member of the very commit- 
tee which had treated plans for further racing activity 
so cavalierly expressed distress at the prospect that Lieu- 
tenant Williams would have to abandon this "vitally 
important work,” while another member of the same 
committee, equally outraged, announced his intention of 
taking the matter up on the floor of Congress and of 
demanding an explanation from the Navy Department. 
If a little of this enthusiam had been displayed three 
years earlier it would have been possible to build a group 
of racing planes for competition in 1927 under proper 
auspices, the United States would have had a fair chance 
of terminating its Schneider Cup participation in a more 
satisfactory manner, and Lieutenant Williams might 
have been able to continue to have a share in the develop- 
ment of racing craft under conditions far superior to 
any which he has been able to conjure up around the 
private project. 

Senator Tydings, Chairman of the Senate Committee 
conducting the investigation, is reported to have been 
dismayed and distressed by the discovery that the Navy 
Department had for several years desired sums for ex- 
perimental work in aeronautics well in excess of what 
the Bureau of the Budget permitted them formally to 
request from Congress. He and his colleagues could 
have spared themselves the shock of sudden revelation 
by reading the hearings of the two previous years, in 
which the unfortunate result of this restriction upon the 
magnitude of experimental activity was set forth at 
length. In 1928 and in 1929 the Assistant Secretary of 
Navy for Aeronautics used such phrases as : 

“In the multiplication of designs of those classes neces- 
sarily dependent upon governmental encouragement, we 
are comparatively and regrettably laggard.’’ 

“A more rapid and a more varied technical develop- 
ment in naval aircraft in this country will be necessarily 
contingent upon the expenditure for research of a ma- 
terially larger sum than lias been carried under that 
heading in our appropriation bills in recent years.” 

“I can not consider that our position on this matter 
of the development and encouragement of experimental 
design is satisfactory, and I commend it very earnestly 
to the attention of this committee." 

International racing of airplanes can be run on either 
one of two lines. It can be wholly governmental or 
wholly private. It is very difficult for any private group 
to compete with the slightest prospects of success against 
teams liberally backed by their governments. It is quite 
impossible successfully to promote any individual project 
on hermaphroditic lines, with the work divided between 
a government department and a corporation. The two 
are as immiscible as oil and water. 
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THE RANKIN SYSTEM OF Flight 


By Charles F. McReynolds 

Pacific Coast Editor of Aviation 


been an instructor in wartime Naval aviation schools. 

The lessons on flight training, as worked out by 
Rankin, sought to give the student an outline, which he 
could study at leisure, of all those things which a good 
flying instructor would tell him. Once these courses were 
in print the school became so popular that it was neces- 
sary to work out the system of giving instruction which 
has since become famous as the Rankin System of Flying 
Instruction. 

This system was gradually developed over a period of 
a year and a half at the Rankin School of Flying in 
Portland, and was so simplified that it could be easily 
applied to the operations of almost any good school of 
flying. On Aug. 1, 1928, a separate company was formed, 
known as Rankin System, Inc., whose sole purpose was 
to handle the sales and licensing of the Rankin System 
throughout the country. This company contemplated a 
plan which called for the establishment of 153 indepen- 
dent flying schools within the United States, and which 
visioned a total of 30,000 students per year being trained 
by this system. While this goal has not by any means 
been attained as yet, the growth of the plan has been 
ample evidence of the need which it is filling. 

Prior to the development of the Rankin System there 
was very little organized effort toward developing uni- 
form methods of giving flight instruction. Courses, length 
of courses, methods of giving instruction and of han- 
dling students, varied with different schools. In many 
schools there was a very great need for 
the application of business methods and 



W HEN the enrollment of a flying school grows 
from five students to 570 students in one year’s 
time, it is evident that a system of unusual merit must be 
worked out for handling that number of students in one 
school, or the value of the course of instruction will be 
reduced. Such a growth is credited to the Rankin School 
of Flying at Portland, Ore. This growth occurred simul- 
taneously with the development of the Rankin System of 
Flying Instruction and it was through the application of 
this system that it was found possible to handle a large 
number of students with the minimum of equipment and 
instructors, and still to give instruction in a more efficient 
manner and at greater profit than had formerly been 
possible. 

When the great wave of enthusiasm for flying swept 
over the country in 1927, the Rankin Aircraft Corpora- 
tion, of Portland, Oregon, was almost overnight swamped 
with students who wished to learn flying. It was soon 
evident that some better system than had ever before 
been used must be developed for the handling of these 
students. The first step taken was to write a course of 
instruction in order to actually place in print those things 
which the school hoped to teach. “Tex” Rankin, operator 
of the Rankin Flying School, and B. B. Smith, chief 
instructor, collaborated in preparing this course. The 
material on ground school work was prepared by Smith, 
or under his direction, and followed rather closely the 
courses given by the Navy, since Smith had formerly 
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Under the old plan, or rather 
lack of plan, an instructor 
would land following a lesson 
and spend 10 or 15 min. dis- 
cussing the lesson with his 
student before he was prepared to take 
another student aloft. During this 15 min- 
utes on the ground the plane stood idle with 
engine running and was therefore only about 
50 per cent efficient. Furthermore, as each 
new student approached his instructor it was 
necessary to carry on something of a conver- 
sation to determine just how far advanced 
the student was, what lesson he was to take 
next, and just what phase of instruction he 
most needed. Not only was this lack of 
organization apparent in flying instruction, 
but also in the ground school. There was 
seldom any good way of checking the prog- 
ress of the student in the shops with his 
progress in the air, or of checking the amount 
of instruction he was receiving in the shop 
against the amount of cash which he had 
paid in on his course. It is this disor- 
ganization of ground school and flying 
instruction at which the Rankin System 



regardless of the 
method, or lack of 
method, formerly in 

Each Rankin course 
as sold to a licensed 
school giving the Ran- 
kin System of in- 
struction, consists of 
a number of forms 
and booklets which 
are complete in them- 
selves. For instance, 
there is for each school 
a rate card showing the 
schedule of payments 
to be made by stu- 
dent and checking 
the amount paid in against the 
total amount of instruction 
given the student. Thus, by 
the use of this card, the school 
may readily check the stu- 
dent's progress against his pay- 
ment of the course tuition, re- 
sulting in a very real economy 
where any appreciable number 
of students fail to complete 
the course. Next there is an 
office record card which serves 
to carry through the record of 
each individual student from 
the time of his enrollment until 
graduation. For the instructor 
there is a card covering each 
student and upon which he 
marks the progress of the si 


dent through the various les- 
. 3 aimed, sons of the ground school and flying instruction. Exami- 
The merits of the Rankin System of Flying Instruction nation grades and notes on general progress of the student 

probably lie more in the method by which the instruction are filled in as indicated by appropriate blanks on the card, 

is given and students are handled, than in the actual Two clearance card records are supplied to each stu- 
written course itself. The plan has been so worked out dent, one of which checks his progress through the 

that it may be easily applied to almost any type of school, ground school, and the other his progress in flight train- 
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ing. These cards must be presented at each lesson and 
a numbered portion of the margin is torn off or punched 
as each lesson is given. Unless the instructor neglects 
to punch the card it is impossible for the student to 
receive more lessons than he pays for. 

For handling the student on the field a booklet is pro- 
vided, carrying 40 separate tickets, each numbered and 
each carrying the registration number of the student in 
question. This book of tickets, along with the student's 
identification clearance card, serves to check his progress 
throughout the period of training. It is possible, by 
using these forms, for the student to climb into the plane 
as quickly as it has landed and discharged the former 
student, hand the instructor his ticket and proceed with 
the lesson without any conversation at all, both the pilot 
and the student knowing, from their study of the course, 
precisely what is to be accomplished by the lesson at 
hand. In connection with the forms which have been 
mentioned there are 38 separate booklets, each dealing 
with a particular lesson or some phase of ground or 
flying instruction. If the student sees, according to his 
clearance card, that the next lesson will be number 13, he 
studies booklet number 13 (or whatever booklet applies 
to lesson 13), before approaching his instructor. Of 
course the instructor in a school using this system has 
already studied through the lessons rather thoroughly and 
gives them in exactly the manner in which they are 
outlined in the booklets. 

This plan has been found to save 25 to 50 per cent 
of the flying instructor’s time and indeed it has been 
found possible for one instructor to give as many as 
35 15-min. lessons in one day in the Rankin School of 
Flying, at Portland, since the adoption of this method. 
While it is unusual for one pilot and plane to handle so 
many lessons during one working day, it is of the utmost 
importance to know that such a large amount of work 
can be accomplished in an emergency by the use of this 
system. 

I n making the Rankin System of Flying Instruction 
available to schools of the country, a separate system 
for handling this course was set up. This work is per- 
formed by a separate company known as the Rankin 
System, Inc., which company sells the courses to the 
licensed schools and pays a royalty to the Rankin Aircraft 
Corporation on all courses sold. 

Just as each sub-dealer of an automobile sales organiza- 
tion signs a contract with his distributor agreeing to sell a 
certain number of automobiles within a given period, so the 
schools licensed by the Rankin System sign a contract 
agreement covering the giving of this course of instruc- 
tion in their schools and agreeing to accept a certain 
number of courses with the granting of the franchise and 
thereafter a minimum number of courses each month. 
It is of interest to note that the average income of the 
Rankin System, Inc., from each licensed school has been 
$232.19 per month, indicating that approximately nine 
students per month are being handled by each school 
licensed to use the Rankin System. 

When signing the contract agreement each licensee 
agrees to keep books on all moneys accepted from stu- 
dents for flight and ground training given under the 
Rankin System and further agrees to furnish to the 
Rankin System, Inc., a monthly statement covering the 
operation of the school. The agreement further provides 
that all planes and pilots used by schools so licensed 
must be licensed by the Department of Commerce. In 
the near future it is anticipated that no school will be 
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permitted to teach the Rankin System unless it has ob- 
tained the certificate of approval now being issued by the 
‘Department of Commerce. A further paragraph of the 
agreement carries the provision that no instructor em- 
ployed by a school using the Rankin System shall be per- 
mitted to teach flying at the same time in some other 
unlicensed school. In return for the agreement of the 
licensee to accept a minimum number of courses each 
month the Rankin System, Inc., gives exclusive terri- 
torial rights to the licensee with a provision for sub- 
licensing of other schools throughout that territory. When 
other schools are so sub-licensed the Rankin courses 
which they buy and use in connection with their work 
are obtained through the representative Rankin school 
in that territory rather than direct from the Rankin 
System, Inc., in Portland. 

I n handling these courses and forms, each complete 
set of which sells for $25, all courses are sent out c.o.d. 
and thus the keeping of a complicated set of books is 
quite unnecessary in connection with the national dis- 
tribution of these courses. 

In co-operating with the schools which it licenses, the 
Rankin System, Inc., agrees to furnish cuts and adver- 
tising mats to those schools which wish to advertise. 
These are furnished more cheaply than they could be 
obtained elsewhere and are of a uniform character which 
serves to enhance the value of the school’s advertising. 
At the same time no school is permitted to advertise that 
it has any direct connection with the Rankin System, Inc., 
or is in any way a branch of that organization, each 
school being a separate institution. 

This method of licensing the courses to many inde- 
pendent schools provides opportunity for bettering in- 
struction and methods of giving instruction in the various 
schools using the Rankin System. While in a general 
way all schools follow the fundamental Rankin System, 
in many details of the school work certain organizations 
develop new and improved methods and all licensed 
schools are encouraged to send in suggestions for the 
betterment of the course or methods of giving it. Where 
these suggestions are found to be helpful they are incor- 
porated in the system and broadcast thereafter to all 
schools licensed under the Rankin plan. Furthermore, 
any literature which one school may have, or any adver- 
tising, letterheads, information, etc., may be forwarded 
to Rankin headquarters, Portland, and distributed from 
that point to all other Rankin schools, the result being 
that while all Rankin schools are each utterly independ- 
ent of any other, at the same time there is a very com- 
plete co-operation in the interchange of ideas which tends 
to insure a uniform standard of conduct among the 
various schools. 

As a guarantee to students at schools licensed by the 
Rankin System, Inc., that they will receive the system 
developed by Tex Rankin, travelling representatives visit 
the various schools determining that instruction is being 
given as outlined by Rankin officials. When a school is 
found not abiding by the contract agreement its license is 
immediately revoked. 

While the Rankin System, Inc., does not in any way 
pretend to be a large chain of flying schools conducted 
under one management by a single central organization, it 
does provide a uniform system for the handling of stu- 
dents, which if followed gives the schools licensed to use 
this system a standard of instruction of uniformly high 
quality and a system of giving instruction which is 
uniformly efficient. 
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Standardization of 

SMALL ENGINE PARTS 

By John F. Hardecker 


E NTIRELY APART from the inherent value of 
standardization per se, there are in the current 
aeronautical situation certain general factors that likewise 
tend to establish the present as an extremely propitious 
time for the introduction of standardization activity into 
the aircraft engine hardware field. The industry is in the 
midst of a period of detail refinements and production 
economies, with perhaps the first opportunity in years to 
afford the time and effort to look forward to the future, 
unhampered by a pressure of immediate production de- 
mands that brook "no time out,” no matter how promis- 
ing the vista of calm introspection. 

It has been reasonably well established that in any 
standardization activity there is a need for a crystallized 
proposal, a something to shoot at, as it were. No matter 
how eminent the engineers or experts, if they are brought 
together cold, without previous preliminary investigation 
to provide a basis of discussion, little of a concrete nature 
will emerge from their considerations. In fact, relatively 
minor points will often provide the sole basis of discus- 
sion, while the real major considerations will go neg- 
lected. This is perhaps frequently due to a too ready 
assumption that major points must naturally be in agree- 
ment, particularly in an industry which has so steadfastly 
fostered large scale production methods. Therefore, 
when detail investigation discloses that this is not neces- 
sarily so, there is a resultant confusion of thought which 
seriously handicaps any real meeting of the minds. 

It is solely with the thought in mind of providing that 
necessary detailed analysis, brought together in each in- 
stance into a definite proposal, that the tentative stand- 
ards outlined in this article are presented. They are in 
no wise to be regarded as more or less final proposals, to 
be either accepted or rejected in toto, but merely as defi- 
nite focal points about which to center discussion. They 
represent primarily the inevitable compromise necessary 
in standardization, based most particularly on a maxi- 
mum of agreement with past practice, and in no instance 
do they include the introduction of any new or novel 
ideas based on personal opinions of what might be de- 
sirable. 

It is felt that in order to have a proper chance to suc- 
ceed, standards should represent a minimum of change, 
consistent with good design and common sense. New 
ideas, experimental design principles and experimental 
materials should be encouraged at all times, but they have 


In a previous article (AVIATION of 
Nov. 23rd, 1929) the author discussed 
the need and advantages of standard- 
ization in the small engine parts field, 
with a detail analysis of the extreme 
variation in design, tolerances and 
materials in a few representative parts. 
In this article he carries this analysis 
to a logical conclusion, presenting cer- 
tain definite tentative proposals, indi- 
cating the detail basis of each conclu- 
sion, so that the industry may have a 
concrete tangible starting point for its 
consideration of standardization. 


no definite place in a standardization program until they 
have first established themselves in experimental applica- 
tions and service tests. Lest this may create the often 
mistaken impression that standardization retards develop- 
ment, it is only reasonable to add that the application of 
any standard in aeronautics has never been made manda- 
tory by any controlling activity in aviation. The funda- 
mental idea is that standardization and experimentation 
are best left divorced for all time for the mutual ad- 
vantage of both. 

Before proceeding into the detail analysis of the sev- 
eral small engine parts and the conclusions drawn in each 
instance, it may be well to state certain general basic 
principles which have been applied to all cases. Wherever 
any previous standards are existant, either in the aero- 
nautical, automotive or general industrial field, or where 
there is a recognized commercial practice, every effort 
has been made to bring the tentative standards into strict 
agreement, with the possible exception of the Tentative 
American Standard for bolts and nuts, which will be dis- 
cussed more fully under bolts and nuts. While each item 
has been considered and analyzed separately, due cogni- 
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zance has been taken of the value of agreement between 
the various parts as to materials, tolerances, etc. 

It may be particularly pointed out that while S.A.E. 
3140 steel is recommended for alloy steel parts, as repre- 
senting a consensus of opinion as expressed by present 
practice, that this may later be advantageously changed 
to S.A.E. 2330 steel. Both steels have similar physical 
properties, and it is believed that S.A.E. 3140 predom- 
inates because it is more readily obtainable commercially 
by the many screw machine products manufacturers who 
now make these parts for the aircraft engine industry. 
Contraiwise, it is to be expected that the aeronautical spe- 
cialty manufacturers who now make and stock airplane 
structural standard parts made from S.A.E. 2330 steel 
will likewise serve the aircraft engine industry in a simi- 
lar capacity, and that therefore much might be gained by 
having only one generally utilized alloy steel for all aero- 
nautical screw machine products. 

With respect to finish, it has been noted that a large 
percentage of all small steel engine parts were not coated, 
but it is believed that a coating is necessary for protec- 
tion against corrosion. Therefore, cadmium or zinc plat- 
ing. as on plane standards, has been recommended. 

I n deciding the material from which it is proposed that 
standard engine nuts be manufactured, 116 nuts rep- 
resenting eleven engine manufacturers were closely ex- 
amined and compared. As a result it was found that ap- 
proximately 36 per cent of these nuts were manufactured 
from a high strength alloy steel. In all, sixteen different 
grades of material were found to have been u^ed. In view 
of the fact an engine nut of any size may be required to 
withstand severe vibration or stress, it is believed that an 
alloy steel is desirable. S.A.E. 3140 and S.A.E. 6150 ap- 
pear to predominate, with metallurgical opinion tending to 
regard S.A.E. 3140 slightly harder than S.A.E. 6150 for 
a given strength, and therefore presumably slightly more 
difficult to machine. This is offset by greater availability 
and possibly price, advantage on the part of S.A.E. 3140. 
which is also more prevalent in other small engine part 
applications, and is therefore recommended. 

With respect to the form proposed for the plain nut, 
considerable study and comparison of 324 specimens 
representing eleven manufacturers led to the presented 
design which represents the predominating characteristics 
visible in the majority of specimens. This design is 
identical to the form of nut adopted for engine work by 
the Society of Automotive Engineers in 1906. It also con- 
forms in hex dimension with the current airplane struc- 
tural AN and S.A.E. standards, a distinct advantage as 
concerns bar stock sizes and wrench usage. This is done 
despite the fact that the form of nut known as the 
“Tentative American Standard” proposed by the Na- 
tional Screw Thread Commission and subsequently 
adopted by the S.A.E., is a later standard. 

In making a comparison it is found that with the 
T.A.S. design, the plain nut weight would increase ap- 
proximately 5 per cent over the old S.A.E. standard pro- 
posed. It is also found that for a given material that the 
old SAE design is approximately 14 per cent stronger as 
it is a thicker nut. Likewise, the T.A.S. would require 
greater clearances, due to its greater width, a practical 
difficulty in certain phases of installation on engines. If 
the T.A.S. design were adopted for hex size, in order to 
conform to the new bar stock and wrench sizes, and re- 
tain the thickness of the old S.A.E. design for strength, 
the average weight would increase about 24 per cent. 
Therefore, there appears to be a sufficient predominance 
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of evidence to permit the disregarding of the new Tenta- 
tive American Standard, at least until it has found a more 
practical standing in industry, since all present factors 
indicate that the old S.A.E. standard is preferable for en- 
gine work. A form of identification, to readily distin- 
guish the plain engine nut from the plain structural nut is 
still to be considered, with the possibility that a slight 
groove around the corners at the center of the nut will 
be found desirable. 

There is no prima facie difference in design of the 
castellated nut between the former S.A.E. Standard and 
the present Tentative American Standard. The pro- 
posed standard therefore conforms to these dimensions 
and also represents the general form of a large majority 
of the 67 specimens representing nine manufacturers, 
that were examined. Due to the differences in the curve 






at the castellations, no further marking is necessary to 
distinguish a castellated engine nut from a castellated 
structural nut. 

As to threading, approximately 85 per cent of the 
specimens were found to conform to the National Screw 
Thread Commission's recommendations for the Fine 
Thread series, and about the same percentage of speci- 
mens had the Medium or Class 3 fit specified. A 
check-up of the tolerances revealed that the axis of the 
threaded hole in a large majority was specified to be at 
right angles to the washer face within a tolerance of .003 
in. These characteristics were incorporated in the pro- 
posed design as being very desirable, as they no doubt 
establish a nut which can be used on any class work. 
What few costly refinements this design contains will 
undoubtedly be cheapened by mass production and 
manufacturing for stock. Two washer face arrangements 
were discovered to stand out with equal predominance, 
therefore this feature was made optional, as is the prac- 
tice in airplane structural nut standards. 

A total of 304 specimens of bolts, representing eleven 
engine manufacturers were carefully compared, and 
a total number of 25 possible bolt designs was discovered. 
The main differences were in the number of, and drilling 
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of, cotter pin or lock wire holes, the arrangement of 
washer face, slotting, etc. In spite of the fact that 54 per 
cent of the specimens had a chamfer around the washer 
face and 28 per cent had no special treatment, leaving 18 
per cent as having a 1/64 in. raised washer face, this 
feature is presented as optional, in a manner similar to 
the nuts. 

The amount of threading on the proposed engine bolts 
is independent of the bolt length, that is, a certain thread 
distance lias been assigned to each side. This method was 
used on a vast majority of specimens and the distances 
proposed are approximately the same as have been widely 
used in the past. As to threading, 77 per cent of the 
specimens were found to be of the fine thread series and 
approximately the same percentage were of the Medium 
(Class 3) fit. 

For body diameters and tolerance, approximately 90 
per cent of the specimens had the nominal diameter speci- 
fied, and 99 per cent specified a tolerance of .001 in. over 
and .002 in. under size. These tolerances are recom- 
mended, although there is a contrary opinion in some 
circles that no plus tolerance, with a minus tolerance of 
.003 in. up to f in. diameter, .004 up to f in., and .005 
up to f in., may be more reasonable and desirable. 

There is some question as to the proper form of head 
to be used. Out of 300 specimens, 54 per cent of the head 
widths were in accordance with the old S.A.E. Standard, 
0.3 per cent in accordance with the Tentative American 
Standard, 41.6 per cent in accordance with both where 
the Standards are similar, and 4.1 per cent of miscel- 
laneous design. For the head thickness the Standards of 
the S.A.E. and the T.A.S. differ very slightly. There 
were 62 per cent of the 300 specimens in accordance with 
both Standards and 38 per cent of miscellaneous de- 
sign. These figures show a decided trend toward the old 
S.A.E. design, and because of this and the other reasons 
discussed under nuts, the old S.A.E. standard is recom- 
mended, despite the fact that the T.A.S. has current 
S.A.E. endorsement. 

The specimens were examined very closely as to the 
drilling for cotter pins and lock wires. The results of 
this examination reveal that 48 per cent had such drilling, 
and of this number 38 per cent had the drilling in the 
head. Notwithstanding the fact that drilling in the head 
is in a minority, ft is believed that the increasing use of 
lock wires justifies this location, which also distinguishes 
an engine bolt from a structural bolt. Three holes are 
provided for this purpose, the drill size representing 98 
per cent of the sizes shown by the specimens. The recom- 
mendation includes a drill hole in the top of the hex 
head for drill clearance on cross drilling in the head, as 
otherwise drill breakage may be excessive. 

There was an even greater tendency toward alloy steel 


for bolts, paralleling in composition the types disclosed 
for the nut material. Therefore, S.A.E. 3140 is likewise 
recommended. 

O ut of 140 specimens representing twelve different 
engine and engine accessory manufacturers, there 
were found to be ten distinct types of fibster head screws. 
These types are distinguished by form and drill holes 
only. Each type varies as to thread series and tolerance. 
The form of screw selected is the SAE standard form 
and represents the form of 97 per cent of the total num- 
ber of specimens examined. A drilled hole has been in- 
corporated in the head since 52 per cent of this form 
were so provided by the manufacturer, and also since 
these holes can be more accurately and economically 
drilled during production. These holes have been located 
midway between the top of the full section and the 
shoulder. 

Sixty per cent of the specimens were found to con- 
form to the recommendations of the National Screw 
Thread Commission for the fine thread series. Therefore 
this series is recommended for adoption for these screws. 
The remaining 40 per cent consisted of screws with 
coarse, extra fine and odd threading. Thread tolerances 
were found to be given on approximately 1 per cent of 
the specimens. It is however believed that the tolerances 
should be confined to the Class 3 (Medium fit) for en- 
gine work. 

In determining the extent of the threading for each 





screw a careful check was made of the requirements of 
screws already used. It was found that in 71 per cent of 
the specimens, that the threading was carried throughout 
the length of the shank with the exception of a small 
space near the shoulder. Therefore, in accordance with 
the customary practice a minimum space, was allowed on 
each screw equal to the width of 1^ threads to take care 
of the chamfer on the thread cutting die. 

The sizes of the specimens varied in Standard and odd 
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diameters from No. 6 (,.138) to 7/16 (.4375) in. and the 
lengths of the shanks varied from J to 4| in. As the odd 
sizes and extreme diameters and lengths were the excep- 
tion rather than the rule, the standard sizes were adopted 
as well as lengths advancing by increments of 4 in. up to 
a maximum in each size which was found to have been 
generally used. 

In selecting the material, out of 140 specimens, 60 per 
cent had no particular grade of steel specified. Ten per 



cent of the material specified was found to be S.A.E. 3140 
steel, and this material predominated over a large variety 
of material and grades that were specified. 

A total number of 316 plain washers representing 10 
manufacturers was considered in determining the 
design for the proposed engine washer standard. All 
specimens appeared to have been designed for use in 
conjunction with a standard size bolt or stud and nut. 

In a small percentage of the specimens the bolt hole 
clearance varied from a few thousands to a very loose 
fit. However, by close examination of the majority it 
was found that the clearances were practically constant. 
That is, the clearances averaged 1/64 in. for the smaller 
sizes and 1/32 in. for the larger sizes. As these clear- 
ances appear to have been widely used even on very fine 
work, no attempt has been made to alter them. 

A study of the outside diameters revealed that this 
was influenced in a great measure by the width across the 
corners of the nut or bolt of the same nominal size. Since 
the old S.A.E. standard is proposed for bolts and nuts and 
a preponderant majority of the washers examined are 
also so designed, the washer proposed follows this design, 
being roughly 1/16 in. larger than the distance across'the 
corners of the nut, modified to provide a consistent series 
of outside diameter washers. 

On account of 45 per cent of the specimens having a 
slight chamfer around the outside edge this feature is 
included as optional. As to material, a majority of speci- 
mens which were of steel were equivalent to S.A.E. 1025 
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and there appears to be no reason .why this material 
would not be satisfactory. 

O ne hundred and five specimens of lock-washers 
representing nine manufacturers were compared and 
considered. With the exception of a very small per- 
centage, the specimens were either designed in accord- 
ance with the S.A.E. Standard lock washer or designed 
with but very slight variations from the same. In view of 
this, the S.A.E. Standard is recommended, including the 
S.A.E. temper and toughness requirements. 

A very logical note to the effect that "washers hav- 
ing contact surfaces serrated or otherwise roughened or 
nicked, or washers having ends abruptly turned up to 
present a sharp edge to make the washer hold will not be 
accepted” was found on some manufacturers’ drawings. 
This is proposed for inclusion in the standard. 

F ifty-nine specimens of Woodruff keys representing 
nine engine manufacturers were tabulated and com- 
pared. Ninety-five per cent of the specimens were de- 
signed similar to the S.A.E. Woodruff key, excepting 
for a few occasional variations in tolerances. In view 
of this fact, the adoption of the S.A.E. Standard Wood- 
ruff key without revision, is recommended. 

In 85 per cent of the specimens the material specified 
was commercial steel, and there appears no logical reason 
why this should be deviated from. It may also be noted 
that in certain quarters there is a distinct aversion to the 
use of Woodruff keys in engine work, but such pro- 
hibitive expression is not a part of standardization activity. 

I n considering 35 specimens of lock rings, represent- 
ing five different manufacturers, it has been difficult to 
discover any general increment of change from size to 
size. This is due no doubt to the fact that each of the 
rings have, in most cases, been detailed to suit some par- 
ticular condition. However, by laying out the ring diam- 
eters, material thickness and other pertinent data in 
graphic form, it was possible to recognize greater ten- 
dencies toward certain features. The tentative standard 
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has been made up to embody the most outstanding fea- 
tures as shown by these graphs. 

As the material for a large majority of specimens was 
specified as steel spring wire, this was accepted. A co ' 
mg of cadmium or zinc has been included to prevent cor- 
rosion, despite the fact that this was specified in only a 
few instances. This 
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eight specimens of 
round copper 
bestos gaskets were 
compared and ex- 
amined. One hun- 

sizes were discov- 
ered. Of the total 
number of speci- 

eight i 




Asa 


matter of fact 71 


per . 


: of 


Lock Rinse (Steel «prln» wire) what might 

called odd sizes, lu 
per cent had four to each size, 9 per cent had two to 
each size, 4 per cent had three to each size, 3 per cent 
had five to each size and the number of sizes having six, 
seven or eight to each size were each 1 per cent of the 
total. These figures refer to the inside and outside diam- 
eter only. Thicknesses varied by as much as 1/32 in. 

The effect of the above may not at first glance appear 
favorable to standardization, but it is felt the condition 
is more a result of lack of standardization than a deter- 
ment to it. Reference was made to gasket manufacturer's 
catalogues in which standard stock sizes were given. As 
a result it was found that 
57 per cent of the speci- 
men sizes were carried as 
standard stock, 30 per cent 
could easily be substituted 
for and that for 13 per cent 
special orders would be 
necessary. As one of the 
main purposes of standard- 
ization is to reduce the 
number of sizes of a given 
part, close investigation was 
made to determine the gen- 
eral increment of change in 
size. This resulted in find- 
ing that the change incre- 
ment was J in. from i in. 
inside diameter up to 1 in. 
inside diameter, and that the 
general increment was -fa in. cadmium plated 
from that size up to 4 in. main wukan (S.a.e. spec. 

Investigation showed that No. mas #teei> 

past standard conferences 

recommended for the open type of gasket which also 
checks on the present investigation, and so this is included. 
It should, however, be noted that there is also a sentiment 
in favor of the closed type, so that if in the end this 
should prove stronger, the change can be readily made 
without affecting the basic conclusions. As the thickness 
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of the gaskets vary slightly about the 1/16 in. range, it is 
suggested this be specified as the thickness, with a toler- 
ance of + 1/32 in. and — 1/64 in., this including prac- 
tically all thicknesses commercially available. 

After the tentative standard was determined, a check 
up was made with a leading commercial gasket manufac- 
turer’s catalogue, and it was found that 85 per cent of the 
proposed standards were listed as commercial stock 
standards. Seven per cent of the tentative sizes could be 
substituted for commercially with slight variations and 
eight per cent would have to be special orders, at least in 
terms of this particular catalogue. The majority of this 
last class are in the large sizes where there is a tendency 
to widen the gasket. However, it is believed that a stand- 
ard width of 4 in. is desirable, and reference to the com- 
parison sheet on which the 168 specimens examined were 
tabulated, bears out this recommendation. 


C 'Tter pins are commercial products, whose needs 
for engine use are amply provided for in the exist- 
ing AN standard for plane use. It is therefore recom- 
mended this ex- 
isting standard 
be adopted for 
engine use with- 
out change. 


Ts 



ginuptolin.and foinbetaeen tin. and 4in. 


the small engine Gaskets 

parts which are 

considered suitable for standardization. The list pre- 
sents many obvious opportunities for expansion. Any 
standardization shou’d also include a proper numbering 
system (such as used on AN plane Standards) for ready 
identification. 

It is particularly to be noted that in all cases the pro- 
posed standard is a quality product, far better in material, 
tolerances, etc. than the miscellaneously designed parts 
now in use. This may at first glance appear to indicate a 
more expensive product, but past experience indicates 
that a quality product manufactured and stocked under 
mass production conditions is usually cheaper than an in- 
ferior product made to special small orders. 

These standards are scheduled for discussion at the 
sixth Army-Navy Standards Conference to be held at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio in the near future. It is 
hoped that the involved commercial industries will be 
amply represented so that a definite decision may be 
reached in all instances. 
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RECENT 

Airplane and Engine 

DEVELOPMENTS 


Arrow Sport 



A n arrow sport biplane designated 
as the Arrow Sport "Pursuant,” 
and incorporating a number of refine- 
ments and improvements, has been 
placed in production by the Arrow Air- 
craft and Motors Corporation of 
Havelock, Nebraska. The new ship is 

bines stability and ruggedness with an 
increased performance range. 

Flight tests made at the Arrow Air- 
speed of 110 m.p.h. and cruising speed of 
95 m.p.h., with a cruising range of 300 
to 400 mi. The new ship lands slowly, 
will take off with a 125 ft. run and 
climbs 1,200 ft. the first minute. Serv- 
ice ceiling is 14,000 ft. 

Like the Arrow Sport “60” and "90”, 
the two Le Blond powered models, the 
new "Pursuit" has a single dual com- 
panion cockpit, comfortably upholstered 
and amply dimensioned for two persons. 
Both seats are fitted with deep cushions, 
which are removable to permit the use 
of parachutes. The cockpit is fitted with 
dual controls, and either stick can be 

Two independent sets of controls are 
fitted, actuated by push-pull rods with 
the exception of the rudder, which has 
he conventional cable hoop-up. Ball 
nd socket control joints are used 
throughout. 

The control bearings are babbitt lined 
with self-aligning mounts which prevent 
binding under torsional stresses. Differ- 


fin and horizontal stabilizer are ad- 
justable, the latter by a convenient lever 
within the cockpit. 


i the 

the fuselage. There are no external 
wing bracings except in the center sec- 
tion, and the wing tips are rigidly held 
by N struts. The upper wing has a span 
of 25 ft. 10 in., the lower being 25 ft. 
4 inches. Overall length is 19 ft. 3 in. 
Height is 8 ft. 

Fuselage is seamless steel tubing, 
constructed with true Warren truss sys- 


tem. It is a standardized production 
unit, finish welded in the jig to relieve 
all stresses, and thoroughly processed as 
a protection against corrosion before 
being covered. The tail group is all 
metal construction of exceptional rug- 
gedness and strength. Exceptional 
strength, in fact, is characteristic of the 
whole design, for the ship is built 
throughout in anticipation of rough 
handling by students and the rapidly 
growing number of amateur fliers who 
want an economical, sturdy plane with a 
high factor of safety, good performance, 
stability and easy handling. 

Features which particularly recom- 
mend the Arrow Sport for this class of 
service include the wide, husky landing 
gear, and the rubber mounted spring tail 
skid which absorbs shocks in taxiing. 
The ship is specially designed to get in 
and out of small fields, with a slow land- 
ing speed and fast take-off and climb. 
In factory tests the landing gear has 
withstood 4,000 foot pounds drop tests 
without evidence of failure. In another 
safety test the ship has been landed 
without damage with both shock cords 

Standard equipment of the new Kinner 
powered “Pursuit” includes tachometer, 
altimeter, oil pressure gauge, engine ther- 
mometer, gasoline gauge, choke, throttle 
and ignition control, navigation lights, 
and Pioneer compass. The ship is priced 
at $4,565 flyaway Arrow Airport, 
Havelock. 


new Verville . 


A new and improved Verville “Air Mr. Verville’s new plane boasts of 
Coach,” somewhat larger, higher a number of new and interesting fea- 
powered, and heavier than the com- tures including an oil-cooling device 
pany's four-place cabin monoplane dis- controllable from the cabin, an im- 
played originally in the 1929 AU-Amer- proved type of brake hook-up, and a 
ican Aircraft Show, lias been turned tail-wheel with a caster action of 360 
out by Verville Aircraft Company, of degrees. (A detailed description of the 
Detroit, and recently made a baptismal first Verville “Air Coach” was published 
demonstration flight through the East, in the January 26, 1929, issue of 
Other than its increased size and Aviation.) However, in its lines, 
power — 7 instead of the 5 cyl. Wright — general appearance and auto-body-like 
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workmanship, the new product differs 
but little from the original one. 

Among the most interesting equip- 
ment on the current Verville is the 
adjustable oil-cooling system, which, 
simply enough, is nothing more than 
nine comparatively small tubes open at 
both ends, built into and extending 
laterally through the oil tank. By 
means of an air scoop on the left side 


increased wheel tread, a rudder stream- 
lined into the fuselage, and many of the 
original craft's features are retained in 
the present model. The new Verville 
“Air Coach” holds Approved Type 
Certificate Number 267, and will sell 
for around $10,500. 

Specifications of the new job. as fur- 
nished to Aviation by Mr. Vervilli, 
are as follows : 




through the piping and sucked out by 
a reversed scoop on the opposite side. 
The scoop is controllable from the 
pilot’s seat. The system, Mr. Verville 
said, has proven to be most efficient in 
regulating oil temperature. In cold 
weather the scoop must be closed to 
permit accellerated warming. 

The brake control gear at the wheel is 
located at the rear of and above the 
axle, in a position where there is little 
likelihood of it coming afoul of weeds 
or other obstructions. The brake con- 
trol cable is actuated by stirrups above 
the pedals, extending to the bellcrank 
at the wheel. Oildraulic shock struts 
and tail-wheel are used. 

Metal side panelling, automobile type 

streamlined sponsons making possible an 



THE “ PopUlair” LIGHT-PLANE 


A new light-plane is the “Populair” 
two-place sport and training biplane 
recently announced by the Earl Aviation 
Corp., of Los Angeles, Calif. It is 
powered with an American “Cirrus” 
engine developing 95 lip. at 2100 r.p.m., 
and has a gross weight, loaded, of 1500 
lb. J. Danner Bunch, builder of the 
plane and president of the Earl Aviation 
Corp., made the first test flight on Aug- 
ust 4, under personal supervision of 
Stanley H. Evans, Consulting Engineer 
and Designer to the company ; after 
which a complete series of performance, 
stability, and control tests were run by 


Capt. E. C. Genereaux, Chief Pilot for 
Lincoln Air Lines. 

With high stagger, small lower wing, 
and a ground angle of 14 deg. the 
“Populair” suggests the pursuit plane 
type and bears a resemblance to the 

tuated by a scalloped black and silver 
finish of extremely pleasing design. Of 
single-bay biplane type, the “Populair” 
has an upper wing of 30 ft. span by 4^ 
ft. chord, and a lower wing of 24 ft. 
span by 3 ft. chord. There is 2 degrees 
of dihedral in the upper wing and zero 
on the lower. Gap between wings is 
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4 It. 3 in., stagger 2 ft._7 in. (28 deg.), 
and total wing area 185 sq.ft. 

Construction of the plane features 
square section steel tubing in the fuse- 
lage, solid spruce spars in the wings, 
and Aero-Truss brazed steel ribs. All 
fittings are stamped from flat steel and 
brazing is used to good advantage in 

are the demountable units which make it 
possible to remove a unit from the plane 
without disturbing any other. Cowl- 
ing around the engine and tail group is 
of aluminum, quick removable, while 
the fuselage fairing is built in four sec- 
tions, each covered and doped as a unit, 
and then screwed to the fuselage, per- 
mitting the complete removal of all 

The stabilizer is of the split type coupled 
up together at the center, and adjustable 
at the rear spar by a worm wheel en- 
closed in the tail post of the fuselage. 
Wire bracing is carried from the trail- 
ing edge (rear spar) of the stabilizer 
to the upper and lower fittings of a slid- 
ing tube operating within the storm- 

are pin hinged to trailing edges of the 
fin and stabilizer, and all gaps are closed 
in with fabric fairings, an important 
point when it is remembered that an 
open gap will cause a reduction of as 
much as 30 per cent in the lift of con- 
trol surfaces, due to the leakage from 
pressure to suction side of the surfaces. 
As noted previously, the rudder carries 
a considerable area below the elevators, 
and working together with the lower fin 
mounted beneath the fuselage, serves to 
give the plane excellent control at slow 
speed and when in landing attitude at 
high angle of attack of the wings. The 
tail-skid is of steerable type with a com- 
pression spring shock absorbing unit 


enclosed in a small fairing behind the 
lower fin. 

The “Cirrus" engine is slung on a 
detachable mount which permits rapid 
removal of the power plant. Cowling 
around the engine is very snug, though 
ample cooling is provided by a venturi 
slot extending completely round the 
rear edge of the cowling and working 

nose. For the preliminary tests the first 
experimental plane has been equipped 
with a wood propeller manufactured by 
the California Propeller Co., but produc- 
tion models will feature a metal screw 
complete with nose spinner, as called 
for in the original design. The firewall 
back of the engine is of asbestos backed 
aluminum. Fuel is carried in two 12£ 
gallon center-section tanks, annealed 
copper tubing lines fitted with flexible 
rubber joints providing direct gravity 
flow to the carburetor through a gaso- 


Specifications and data, supplied to 
Aviation by the manufacturer, are as 



the Rover engine 


T ue rover R-267, four cylinder, in- 

by the Michigan Aero Engine Corp., 
Lansing, Mich., has a bore and stroke 
of 4.125 in. by 5 in., giving a total 
piston displacement of 267.28 cu.in. 
The rated output, under approved type 
certificate No. 37, is 75 hp. at 1,975 r.p.m. 

The compression ratio is 5.1 to 1. 
Guaranteed fuel and oil consumption 
are .55-.5S and .010-.015 lb. per hp.hr., 
respectively. 

The average dry weight of the engine 
complete with propeller hub, exhaust 
system, carbureter air heater, cooling 
air scoop and mounting lugs, all of 
which are furnished as regular equip- 
ment, is 232 lb. 

The crankcase is a deep well ribbed 
aluminum alloy casting, which provides 
a bearing between each cylinder for 
both crank and camshafts. The rear 
main crank web carries all accesory 
drives. This arrangement permits of a 
permanent, inegral pressure oiling sys- 
tem, which is fed from one point at 


- 


of the geai 


ery light 


The 

aluminum alloy casting, incorpor; 
the breather on top toward the rear. 

The crankshaft, which is a conven- 
tional four-throw five bearing type, is 
machined all over from alloy steel, 
bored hollow throughout and carefully 
balanced. 

Interchangeable, steel backed, babbitt 

porated in the front main bearing cap 
is a deep-grooved single row ball bear- 
ing. which takes propeller thrust loads 

bushings are used for cam and acces- 
sory drive shaft. 

The connecting rods are of forged 
duralumin. H-section, using steel backed 
babbitt lined big end and shrunk bronze 
piston pin bearings. Piston pins are 
of the full floating type, using spherical 


An aluminum alloy cylinder head is 
shrunk and bolted to a cast nickel-iron 
cylinder as a permanent assembly, using 


copper-asbestos gaskets. Bronze valve 
seats and spark plug bushings are 
shrunk and screwed into position, re- 
movable valve guide bushings are 
pressed in place. 

Conventional ribbed - type die - cast 
aluminum-alloy pistons are used, having 
three rings above and one scraper ring 
below the piston pin. 

A single five-bearing crankshaft lo- 
cated in the crankcase is driven by a 
simple spur gear arrangement. The 
tachometer drive connection engages 
directly with the rear end of camshaft. 

Bronze bushed, flat mushroom type 
cam followers, which may be removed 
individually as an assembly, operate the 
rocker arms through ball-ended steel 
push rods. Rocker arms are individ- 
ually supported on forged steel brackets, 
studded into the cylinder heads. 

Concentric valve springs are secured 
to the valve stems by a split cone and 
washer. Rocker arms have an adjust- 
ing screw at the push rod end and a 
roller at the valve stem end, and operate 
on a bronze bushed “Alemite” lubri- 
cated bearing over a hardened and 
ground steel sleeve. The entire valve 
gear is completely inclosed from dirt 
and moisture by a single stamped metal 
housing assembly. 

Oil is drawn by a conventional two 
gear pressure pump from an external 
supply tank and forces the oil through 
a removable filtering screw to all major 
bearings by an integral system of 
passages. 

An adjustable pressure relief valve 
is located just outside the delivery of 
the pressure pump and all oil bypassed 
by this valve is returned to the tank 
through the scavenge discharge line 
with which it is connected. Cylinder 
walls, cam shaft, tappets, etc., arc lubri- 
cated by splash thrown from the main 
and connecting rod bearings. 

Openings in each crankase web at 
the bottom permit the oil to run cither 
forward or backward, depending on the 
position of the engine. As rapidly as 
oil accumulates at either end of the 
crankcase it is drawn by an independent 
scavenging pump and returned to the 
supply tank. 

Two flange-mounted Scintilla mag- 
netos supply dual ignition to each cyl- 
inder. The right-hand magneto is fitted 
with an automatic impulse starter cou- 
pling to insure easy starting. 

The Strombcrg NA-R3 carbureter 
is fitted with an air-heater arrangement 
with manual control for hot and cold 
air. A simple hot air muff arrange- 
ment, which is a part of the stamped 
steel exhaust system, supplies heated 
air to the carbureter air-heater. The 
rocker arm cover and the main cooling 
air scoop, are sheet aluminum stamp- 
ings, and are readily removable, as 
shown, for inspection and adjustment 
of the engine. 

Provision is made for installation of 
the various types of starters now on 
the market, but one is not furnished 
as regular equipment. Four bolts fasten 
the engine into the airplane and all 
controls are at the rear, which simplifies 
installation in the plane. 
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THE STORY OF 

Aircraft Tubing 

The Last of Three Articles on Its Characteristics 


By S. L. Gabel 

President, Summerill Tubing Co. 

and Horace C. Knerr 

' mis, tiling Metallurgical Engineer, Summerill Tubing Co. 
President, Metallurgical Laboratories. Inc. 


T HE Army and Navy specifications for seamless 
steel tubing for aircraft were prepared in close 
co-operation with the manufacturers, with the purpose of 
obtaining the very best mechanical accuracy possible 
without raising undue difficulties or complications in the 
process of manufacture. 

The length of a tube is limited by the working length 
of draw benches and of annealing furnaces. Practical 
considerations have established a maximum length of 
approximately 20 ft. for a finished tube. Longer lengths 
can be produced, but it increases the cost of manufacture 
and entails extra operations, such as annealing the tubes 
in two stages, by placing first one end and then the other 
in the annealing furnace. Run-of-the-mill or random 
length tubing averages about 12 ft. in length, usually 
varying between 10 ft. and 18 ft., no pieces being less 
than 5 ft. When the tubing is ordered cut to specified 
length, it is necessary for the manufacturer to make an 
additional charge. This charge covers not only the actual 
cost of cutting, which is small, but also a much larger 
factor which the consumer does not always realize. When 
run of the mill tubing is cut into specified lengths of 
say 10 ft. a large quantity of 
relatively short ends are left 
over. I f these short ends are 
less than 5 ft. they are prac- 
tically scrap, whereas the 
small quantity of longer 
lengths which may result are 
difficult to dispose of. 

The outside diameter of a 
tube is determined by the 
diameter of the die through 
which it is drawn. Naturally 
a certain amount of wear oc- 
curs in dies. This causes a 
moderate increase in the 
diameter and a slight depar- 
ture from roundness. After 
a few hundred feet of tubing 
have been run through a 
die, its diameter is no longer 


accurate. This die is then redressed and may be used 
for a slightly larger size tube or for one of the prelim- 
inary stages of drawing, where accuracy is unim- 
portant. The inside diameter of a tube is determined by 
the mandrel over which it is drawn. The mandrel is 
of course subject to wear, like the die. This results on a 
decrease in the inside diameter of the tube, with a corre- 
sponding increase in wall thickness. The Army and 
Navy tolerances on outside diameter and wall thickness 
have been established to take care of a reasonable varia- 
tion in dies and mandrels during production. A con- 
siderably larger tolerance on wall thickness is allowed on 
tubes of diameter less than £ in. This is due to the fact 
that such tubes cannot readily be drawn over a mandrel 
in the final operation, but are finished by what is called 
a “sinking” operation, which means merely drawing 
through a die without any support on the interior. This 
of course results in a somewhat less perfect and accurate 
internal diameter and will not permit controlling the wall 
thickness with great accuracy. Very thin walled tubes of 
small diameter can be drawn over -a hard rod which 
extends the full length. It is then necessary to roll the 
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tubes with the rod in them in order to slightly expand 
the tubes and permit the withdrawal of the rod. 

There is nothing to hold the mandrel or rod truly 
concentric with the die. except the wall of the tube. 
There is always a possibility therefore, that the wall may 
become slightly thinner on one side than on the other. 
Fortunately, this condition 
tends to correct itself, since 
the thinner portion of the 
wall will become harder dur- 
ing the process of drawing 
and therefore will tend to 
push the mandrel over to- 
ward the thicker and softer 
side keeping the hole concen- 
tric with the outside surface. 

At an early date aircraft 
manufacturers began to ask 
the tube mill to make special 
shapes such, for example, as 
the streamline section. This 
presented new difficulties to 
the manufacturer of round 
tubing, although the specialty 
mills had long been making 
tubing of a great variety of 
shapes, including square, 
elliptical, oval and even tri- 
angular. The production of 
the streamline form at first 
gave trouble. It has, how- 
ever, been entirely solved. 

The tube is first drawn to a 
certain diameter in the round 


cial purposes, but their sharp corners were not de- 
sirable from the standpoint of the aircraft engineer. 
At the suggestion of Mr. A. E. Larson, of the Pit- 
cairn Aircraft Company, a tube was developed, having 
moderately round corners. This gives a better support 
to the side walls against crinkling under compression or 


and then drawn through a die of streamline shape, but 
of special proportions to insure forming it to the de- 
sired contour without causing a caving in of the rela- 
tively flat sides. 

For a given outside diameter (across flats) and the 
same weight per ft., square tube is considerably stiller 


•iic umi crimii against crushing in when an 

•pecimenN and abutting member of smaller 

rkbench. Mtu- diameter is brought against 
neimdinai test it. Splitting at the corners is 

ytn» Rockwell avoided. A number of sizes 

, }f aircraft square tubing have 

inside and oni been developed and are find- 

y b '"; nig an increasing use in the 

Machine hold. industry. ^ The tube is first 

then formed to the square 
by passing through a die and 
over a mandrel. In certain 
cases, rolls are used to aid 
ill the process. 

Another special section of 
rapidly growing importance 
is the elliptical tube which 
was developed for the Curtiss 
Aeroplane and Motors Com- 
pany for the construction of 
their steel wing beams. Ellip- 
tical tubes are used for the 
upper and lower members of 
the beams and the lattices 
are made of small round 
tubes which are welded along 
the center line of the ellipticals. This makes a very 
efficient beam and one which is said to be as light as a 
corresponding spruce beam of equal depth and strength 
and of considerably less cost than a corresponding beam 
made of duralumin or other aluminum alloy. Other 
special sections are the flat sided oval, having half round 


as a column or beam, than 
round tube. Furthermore, 
the square section has certain 
advantages in design and 
fabrication. It is easier to 
make mitred joints, and the 
flat surface provides better 
means for connecting clips, 
washers, etc. Square tubes 
have been manufactured for 
years for certain commer- 
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ends and flat sides which has 
been employed for use in 
grid floors and other parts by 
the Keystone Aircraft Com- 
pany and others, and the thin 
elliptical used for radiator 
shutters. When the demand 
is sufficiently great to cover 
the cost of dies and of pre- 
liminary experimental work, 
nearly any reasonable section 
can be produced. 

One of the most annoying 
experiences of the aircraft 
manufacturer is to make up 
a part, such as an axle, a sec- 
tion of landing gear or even 
a fuselage and then to find 
that one or more tubes of the 
structure are mechanically 
defective. These defects are 
likewise a bugbear to the tube 
manufacturer. 

It has been seen that the 
conscientious manufacturer 
takes every reasonable precaution to prevent defective 
tubing from entering into production by a careful ex- 
amination of the raw material. He furthermore inspects 
every inch of tubing before shipment in order to detect 
and reject any defective tubes which may have come 
through production. Some of the defects, however, are 
exceedingly difficult to see. Up to the present time, 
other methods of detection of flaws, such as magnetic 
analysis, have not reached the stage where they can be 
entirely depended upon. The type of defect known as a 
"longitudinal seam” may be practically invisible at the 



time that the finished tube goes across the inspection 
table, because of the fact that a very thin layer of ma- 
terial has been smeared over it in the final process of 
drawing. When such a tube is heated, as in welding or 
bending, or when it is exposed to the pickling process 



during galvanizing, this layer of material may be re- 
moved, exposing the so-called "seam.” This is really 
nothing but a very thin crevice ordinarily of negligible 
depth, which extends along the length of the outside 
surface or sometimes along the inside surface. It is 
usually due to a small crack or a pipe or other mechanical 
defect in the ingot from which the original bar of steel 
was made, or to a sliver or crack or crevice in the hot 
rolled tube, therefore having been present in the raw 
material when it came to the cold drawing mill, A single 
tube which has such a defect and which passes prelim- 
inary inspection and enters into production, may produce 
as many as a dozen or more tubes of smaller diameter 
or thinner wall. Such a surface crevice may be of no 
serious consequence in the strength of the tube, but it 
nevertheless constitutes a menace, as it may spread, under 
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vibration, resulting in what is 
known as "fatigue failure" 
or more accurately a “pro- 
gressive fracture" when the 
member is subjected to se- 
vere and repeated stress. De- 
fects known as “laps” or 
“slivers” also usually result 
from minor flaws or slivers 
of metal in the piercing and 
hot rolling process. One of 
the best ways to decide 
whether such a defect is seri- 
ous is to take a crush test siirmaer si 

specimen from the section of 
the tube in question, anneal 

it and apply to it the specified Army-Navy crush test. 

Defects known as "checks” are small transverse cracks 
in the tube which result from too severe drawing or 
some trouble with dies or mandrels in the cold drawing 
operation. The metal has simply been pulled apart at 
such a point. Checks should of course be cut out and 
the remainder of the tube salvaged if possible. 

Die scratches are caused by a small quantity of scale 
or metal getting between the die and the tube during the 
cold drawing and making a long mark. These are seldom 
as serious as they look since they are merely very shal- 
low grooves and have no sharp extension into the metal 
which might develop into a progressive fracture. 

Such defects as dents, kinks, nail holes and the like 
are caused by careless handling of the tube in packing 
or in unpacking and in the latter case are sometimes 
unjustly blamed on the tube manufacturer. 

W hen chrome molybdenum steel is heat treated 
to the high strength of which it is capable, 
it becomes the lightest of all materials of construction 
(next to piano wire), as is evident from the table of 
strength weight factors. 

The heat treatment of steel tubing of thin wall, or of 
long, slender and delicate aircraft parts made from 
tubing and sheet has heretofore been regarded by many 
as impracticable, because of the great difficulty in avoid- 
ing serious distortion at the high temperatures and dur- 



ing quenching. Designers therefore contented them- 
selves with the thicker and heavier sections necessitated 
by the use of untreated steel. These obstacles have 
been overcome by the construction of a new type of 
furnace, having a vertical heating chamber electrically 
heated and automatically controlled, and large enough 
to accommodate full length tubes, wing beams, landing 
gear, engine mounts, tail surfaces, sections of fuselage 
and other bulky but delicate aircraft parts. One furnace 
of this type is 25 ft. high and two feet in diameter, 
inside, and another is ten feet high and 3 ft. square. 

The charge is suspended from a spider of heat resist- 
ing alloy, in such a way as to hang straight and true, and 
eliminate any tendency to distort under its own weight. 
After heating under close control as to atmosphere and 
temperature, the charge is lowered straight down out of 
the bottom of the furnace into a tank of quenching oil 
directly beneath, in such a way as to obtain the most 
efficient quenching action and avoid warping. Tubes and 
parts heat treated in these furnaces regularly develop 
tensile properties much in excess of Army-Navy require- 
ments. Many thousands of feet of aircraft tubing in 
roimd, streamline and elliptical section and many 
thousands of pounds of fabricated parts have been heat 
treated with highly satisfactory results. Leading air- 
craft designers are now availing themselves of the great 
savings in weight which are made possible through the 
intelligent use of properly heat treated alloy steel. 
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GENERAL NEWS 


Herbert F. Powell, News Eiito 


HIGH POINTS 

in the X, 
NE 1 VS 


► We. Colonel and Mrs. Lindbergh 
fly from California to New York at 
high altitudes, completing their one-stop 
trip in record flying time of less than 
15 hr. 

► Still cutting. Edsel B. Ford an- 
nounces reductions in the prices of all 
Ford monoplanes ranging from $2,000 to 
$5,000. 

► President. Frederic G. Coburn, a 
member of The Aviation Corp. board, is 
elected president of the company, suc- 
ceeding Graham B. Grosvenor. 

► U. S. and safety. Aeronautics Branch 
accepts invitation to act as correspondent 
in this country for organization com- 
mittee of First International Aerial 
Safety Congress, Paris, Dec. 10-23. 

► Retains office. Frederick B. Rent- 
schler, president of U. A. & T. is re- 
elected head of the Aeronautical Cham- 
ber of Commerce and a new board of 
governors is installed. 

► At Washington. Senate and House 
get bills by Senator McNary and Repre- 
sentative Parker, respectively, which 
deal with plane sale records, suits, air- 
ship financing, and airship mail con- 

► Shipments. Planes, engines, parts ■ 
and accessories — save tires — exported in 
February were worth a total of $448,978. 


► Through the House. Watres mail 
bill is passed by the House and now con- 
fronts the Senators. 

► Boeing May Day program. Passenger 

gurated on May 1, by the Boeing Sys- 
tem, between San Francisco and Chi- 
cago. Fare, $200. 

► The T party. U. A. & T. calls meet- 
ing of N.A.T. stockholders for May 7, 
in Wilmington, declaring it has power 
to do so as it owns 57 per cent of N.A.T, 
stock. 


► Army and Navy cut t Possibility of 
reducing Army and Navy as a result of 
enlarging the Air Force is debated in 
the House of Lords by Lord Trenchard, 
former Air Chief Marshal, and Lord 
Thomson, Air Minister. 

► Junkers junks old marks. Capt Wil- 
helm Zimntermann claims G-38 recently 
broke five International Records of vari- 
ous classifications. 


Tour to Demonstrate Wasp Jr. 

HARTFORD (conn.)— E. B. Haines, 
assistant sales manager of the Pratt 
& Whitney Aircraft Co., and Bernard 
L. Whelan, pilot, have left on a tour 

powered Stearman Speedmail to give 
demonstrations of the new Wasp Junior 
300 hp. engine. Air transport com- 
panies, plane manufacturers, and flying 
schools will be among those visited on 
the trip, to take several months. 


Coburn Chosen Head 
Of The Aviation Corp. 

NEW YORK (n. v.)— At a recent 
meeting of The Aviation Corp. exec- 
utive committee, Frederic G. Coburn, a 
member of the engineering firm of 
Sanderson and Porter, this city, was 
elected president. He succeeds Graham 

man of the board of directors. 

Mr. Coburn, who has been on the 
board since the company's incorporation 
a little over a year ago, is a graduate of 
Annapolis and the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology. From 1917 to 
1919, he was manager of the U. S. 
Naval Aircraft Factory, Philadelphia, 
after supervising its construction. 

The change does not indicate a new 
policy, company officials averred. 
Sanderson & Porter have been retained 
in an advisory and management capac- 
ity, states The Aviation Corp. On 
April 29, the annual meeting of stock- 
holders will be held in Wilmington, Del. 


Cut Ford Prices 
$2,000 to $5,000 

DETROIT (Mien.) — Re- 
ductions in the prices of all 
Ford monoplanes have been 
announced here by Edsel B. 
Ford, president of the Ford 
Motor Co. The reductions, 
effective immediately, are 
as follows : Model 5-AT, 

(three Wasp engines) from 
$55,000 to $50,000; model 
4-AT (three Wright J-6 
engines) from $42,000 to 
$40,000: model 9-AT (three 
Wasp Junior engines) from 
$42,000 to $40,000; model 
11-AT (three Packard-Diesel 
engines) from $42,000 to 
$40,000: model 7- AT (three 
Wright J-6’s and one Pratt 
and Whitnev Wasp) from 
$51,000 to $47,000. 


Lindbergh Flies 
To a New Record 

Crosses Continent at High 
Altitude in Less than 15 Hr. 
NEW YORK (n, y.)— Colonel and 
Mrs. Charles A. Lindbergh landed on 
Roosevelt Field, L. I., N. Y„ at 11 ill ;52 
p.m., April 20 after a one-stop flight 
from Glendale, Calif., covered in their 
Wasp-powered Lockheed Sirius in 14 
hr. 45 min. 32 see. elapsed flying time. 

While the Colonel and his wife estab- 
lished a new coast-to-coast record, the 
New York-Paris flier wished it under- 
stood that the trip was not comparable 
to Capt. Frank M. Hawks' record 
made last year when he negotiated the 
trans-continent journey in a non-stop 
flight of 17 hr. 38 min. 16 sec. 

The flight was of an experimental 
nature rather than an attempt to set a 
new speed mark. It was made to deter- 
mine the practicability of the use of high 
altitude air lanes for commercial air 
transport, higher levels than now used 
having been under consideration. 


For that reason the Colonel flew at 
heights of from 14,000 to 15.000 ft. His 
average speed was between 170 and 180 
m.p.h., though official figures will not be 
available on speed and other recordings 
until the instruments have been checked. 

The cheers of several thousand spec- 
tators who had lingered late to welcome 
the famous pair from the coast were 
directed at Mrs. Lindbergh as well as 
the Colonel, for she had filled the im- 
portant post of navigator on the trip 
and provided the pilot with sextant 
bearings. 

It was hardly dawn when the Lind- 
berghs, clad in electrically heated flying 
suits, left Grand Central Airport, Glen- 
dale, in their specially built, low-wing, 
Sirius, equipped with a G.E. super- 
charger and loaded with a full supply of 
oil and 400 gal. of gasoline. 


Less than six hours later Wichita was 
reached, where a twenty-minute stop 
was made in order to take on 14 gal. of 
oil and 245 gal. of gasoline. 

On the first leg. the T.A.T. route was 
followed, but weather conditions en- 
countered after leaving Wichita forced 
the fliers to alter their course several 
times until arriving over Cleveland. 
From then on. however, the transconti- 
nental air mail way was used. 

Colohel Lindbergh spoke of the trip 
as “a flight testing the theory that 
greater speed and efficiency can be ob- 
tained by taking advantage of better 


852 

U. S. to Take Part 
In Safety Congress 

Aero Branch Correspondent 
For December Event in Paris 


WASHINGTON (d. c.)— A n invita- 

country for the organization committee 
of the First International Aerial Safety 
Congress has been accepted by the 
Aeronautics Branch, states Col. Clar- 
ence M. Young, Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Aeronautics. 

This international conference is to be 
held in Paris, December 10-23, under the 
patronage of the French Air Ministry 
and the auspices of the French Com- 
mittee on Aeronautical Propaganda. 

"The Congress, declared to be the 
first step along the line of an inter- 
nationalization of researches dealing 
with aerial safety,” explains the Assis- 
tant Secretary, "has for its object the 
study, in common, of (1) all scientific 
and technical investigations dealing with 
aerial safety, (2) all questions pertain- 
ing to the application of safety to all 
branches of aerial activities, (3) all 
questions of documentation and statis- 
tics, for the purpose of making known 
through the daily press the increased 
safety in flying; and (4) in a general 
way, all questions dealing with aerial 
safety and the means by which to hasten 


"The Congress will be made up 
especially of (1) meetings to consider 
problems of aerial safety, which will be 
divided into seven groups and six sec- 
tions; of (2) practical demonstrations 
reserved for French and foreign 
builders and inventers desiring to pre- 
sent their findings to the conference; 
(3) a visit to the Paris Aeronautics 

open November 28 and close Decem- 
ber 14; (4) Inspection of French 
aviation plants, French laboratories. 


As correspondent for the organization 
committee, the Aeronautics Branch is 
to arrange for the preparation of a 
series of papers for presentation at the 
Congress and to this end, Colonel 
Young organized a committee under the 
chairmanship of Harry H. Blee, Direc- 
tor of Aeronautic Development. Aero- 
nautics Branch, and invited the following 
organizations to designate a representa- 
tive to serve on this committee: 

The Society of Automotive Engineers, 
the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers, the Aeronautical Chamber 
of Commerce, and the National Aero- 
nautic Association. 

These organizations accepted the in- 
vitation and the following committee 
has been formed : 

Mr. Blee, chairman; Edward P. 
Warner editor of Aviation. (George 
W. Lewis, alternate), Society of Auto- 


motive Engineers; Prof. Alexander 
Klemin (Rear Adin. H. 1. Cone, 
U. S. N., Retired, alternate), American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers; Paul 
H. Brattain, Aeronautical Chamber of 
Commerce ; William R. Enyart, National 
Aeronautic Association; and Frederick 
R. Neely, chief of the Aeronautic In- 
formation Division, Aeronautics Branch, 
secretary of the committee. 

This group has held its first meeting 
at which preliminary plans were made 
for preparing a list of papers to be pre- 
sented at the Congress. 


"Interest in the Congress is not 

pare papers for presentation," chairman 
Blee stated. "The organization of the 
Congress provides for two types of 
membership — honorary and adhering 
members. A person may become an 
adhering member without going to Paris 
for the Congress or without presenting 
a paper, by the payment of a registra- 
tion fee of 100 francs, at the current 
rate of exchange, which entitles him 
to the right of two communications 
and to the volumes containing the re- 
ports of the Congress. 

“To take part in the discussions of 
the Congress, a person must be regis- 
tered either as an honorary or adhering 
member. However, it is not necessary 
for those presenting papers to attend the 
Congress unless they so desire. 

“Persons interested in becoming ad- 
hering members of the Congress for the 
purpose of obtaining the proceedings at 
the cost of the registration fee. may ob- 
tain application forms and other details 

Branch, Department of Commerce. 
Washington, D. C. 

“The foremost officials and experts of 
France, headed by President Doumergue, 
are closely identified with the coming 
event. Laurent Eynac. Minister of Air, 
is patron of the Safety Congress. 
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Lindbergh Sets Record 


altitudes. 

“I encountered no exceptional winds 
during the flight. At times we had 
winds that were slightly advantageous 
and at other times we rail into head 
winds that impeded us, although only 
slightly. All in all, we encountered no 
exceptional weather. 

"We were compelled several times to 
deviate as much as 100 mi. from the 
plotted course in order to get around 
small areas of cloud and fog. We made 
the entire flight at altitudes varying 
from 14,000 ft. to 15,500.” 

Lindbergh judged to within less than 
an hour just how long it would take 
him to fly from Wichita to Roosevelt 
Field. He expected to make it in 8 hr., 
which would have landed him there at 
11:42:35. Instead, he lived up to his 
reputation and came in ahead of time— 

of his schedule. 


Swallows to Carry Axelson B’s 

LOS ANGELES (calif.) — An agree- 

Aircraft Engine Co. and the Swallow 
Airplane Co. whereby Axelson Type B 
power plants will be exclusively used 
in all Swallow three-place training 
planes and Swallow two-place sport 
craft. This announcement is made by 
J. C. Axelson, president of the Axelson 
firm. 


Aeronca Now 81,495 

CINCINNATI (ohio)— Price of the 
Aeronca plane has been reduced to 
$1,495 by Aeronautical Corporation of 
America, manufacturer of the craft. 


AMAC Demonstrates ISeic Glider Launching Device 


MASSAPEQUA (l.j., n.y.) — A new 
glider launching device was recently 
demonstrated before several thousand 
spectators at Fitzmaurice Field during 
a glider meet for which the American 
Motorless Aviation Corp. was sponsor. 

The launching scheme follows : 100 
ft. of resilient multiple strand shock- 
cord is tied to 200 ft. of line, the cord 
end of which is attached to the nose of 
the glider and the rope end to the rear 
of an automobile. 

The tail of the glider is attached to a 
short rope which in turn connects by 
means of a special hook to the automatic 
releasing device. This device, a box 
only 2 ft. long and 4 in. sq.. is securely 
staked to the ground. 

Bolted inside the box is a steel cyl- 
inder in which sets a movable piston 
attached to two heavy elastic strands 
which lie between the cylinder and the 
sides of the box. The cover, sliding in 


a groove, is set for any desired pressure 
and determines the time at which the 
glider is released. 

The car is put in motion at a steady 
speed of 10 m.p.h. in the same direction 
in which the glider is to fly, thus stretch- 
ing the shock cord assembly and slowly 
pulling the piston in the releasing box. 
The special hook attaching the tail of 
the glider to the piston slips by the edge 
of the cover and automatically lets go. 
Due to the great length of the shock 
cord and the approximate six-inch mo- 
mentum gained before release, the glider 
is not catapulted but launched gradually, 
with increasing speed, into the air. 
Once in the air, when the shock cord 
has contracted, the ring holding it in 
the downward curved hook on the nose 
of the glider, drops off. The vacuum 
resistance of the cylinder in the releas- 
ing box prevents the piston from recoil- 
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Reelect Rentscliler 
Aero Chamber Head 

NEW YORK (n. y.)— Frederick B. 
Rentschler, president of United Air- 
craft & Transport, has been reelected 
president of the Aeronautical Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Governors of the new board and offi- 
cers for 1930 took office on April 16 
when a meeting was held to complete 
business resulting from the adjourned 
session late in 
March. The board 
of governors for 
1930 are: E. L. 

Cord, Stinson 
Aircraft Corp. ; 

H. M. Hanshue, 

Western Air Ex- 
press; Col. Paul 
Henderson, Na- 
tional Air Trans- 
port and Trans- 
continental A i r 
Transport ; Louis 
H. Mueller, Var- 
ney Air Lines, 

Inc.; Frederick B. Rentscliler, Pratt & 
Whitney Aircraft Co.; Charles L. 
Lawrance, Wright Aeronautical Corp.; 

G. B. Grosvenor, The Aviation Corp.; 
J. T. Trippe, Pan American Airways, 
Inc.; Carl S. Reed, Fairchild Airplane 
Mfg. Co.; Fred A. Worthey, Axelson 
Aircraft Engine Co.; Clyde V. Cessna, 
Cessna Aircraft Co. ; Edward S. Evans, 
Detroit Aircraft Corp.; F. H. Russell. 
Curtiss Aeroplane & Motor Co. ; L. V. 
Kerber, Spartan Aircraft Co.; J. C. 
I-Iunsaker, Goodyear-Zeppelin Corp. ; 

H. L. Williams, Air Investors, Inc.; 
E. E. Aldrin, Standard Oil Company of 
New Jersey ; Charles H. Colvin, Pioneer 
Instrument Co.; E. E. Willson, Hamil- 
ton Standard Propeller Co. ; S. L. Gabel, 
Summerill Tubing Co.; J. R. Fitz- 
patrick, Haskelite Mfg. Co.; John R. 
Cautley, Bendix Brake Co. ; Carl B. 
Fritsche, Aircraft Development Corp. ; 
Reed Chambers, United States Aviation 
Underwriters ; P. G. Kemp, Central Air 
Terminals, Inc.; W. E. Metzger, Na- 
tional Glider Association; and William 
P. MacCracken, New York, Rio & 
Buenos Aires Line. 



B. F. Castle of Great Lakes Aircraft 
Corp. was elected treasurer; John R. 
Cautley of Bendix Brake Co., secretary; 
and Luther K. Bell reelected general 
manager. Vice-presidents elected and 
the districts they represent are: Louis 
H. Mueller, Northwest; H. M. Han- 
shue, Southwest ; Paul Henderson, North 
Central; G. B. Grosvenor, Northeast; 
J. T. Trippe, Southeast: Edward S. 
Evans, East Central ; and L. V. Kerber, 
South Central. 

Governors elected to the Chamber 
executive committee are: Rentschler, 
Hanshue, Lawrance, Grosvenor, Evans, 
Hunsaker, and Colvin. 

Governors of the Aeronautical Expo- 
sitions Corp. reelected Rentschler as 
their president; Lawrance, vice-presi- 
dent; Cautley, secretary; Castle, treas- 
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urer; Bell, general manager; and Frank 
J. Walsh, assistant treasurer and secre- 
tary. The expositions’ executive com- 
mittee for 1930 includes J. C. Hunsaker 
of the Goodyear-Zeppelin Corp. and 
L. M. Woolson of Packard Motor Co. 
in addition to the officers elected at the 
meeting. 

It was decided by the chamber board 
to strike off a medal for presentation to 
Rear Adm. Richard E. Byrd and mem- 
bers of his expedition at a dinner to 

Byrd will be honored with a gold 
emblem, his 65 comrades will receive 
silver replicas, while others attending 
the banquet will be given bronze copies 
of the award. Col. Charles A. Lind- 
bergh is the only other man to have 
been so honored by the Chamber. 


Add to Engine Test Equipment 

WASHINGTON (d. c.)— In order to 
speed up the type testing of airplane en- 
gines designed for use in licensed air- 
craft, the Aeronautics Branch has taken 
steps to increase the capacity of its air- 
craft engine testing laboratory at Arling- 
ton, Va., near Washington, by the addi- 
tion of another torque stand to the three 
now in operation and by the operation 
of all stands on a double-shift basis, it 
is announced by Col. Clarence M. 
Young, Assistant Secretary of Com- 
merce for Aeronautics. "The present 
facilities and engineering personnel of 
the Aeronautics Branch laboratory per- 
mit the type testing of 52 engines per 
year,” said Colonel Young, “but the ad- 
dition of this fourth test block and 
observing room, and the double-shift 
operation of all four stands entailing 
the employment of ten additional men. 
will permit the running of two 5-hr. 
shifts." 


Approve Four More Craft 

WASHINGTON (d. c.)— Recent addi- 
tions to the approved type list of planes 
number four. According to certificate 
number, make and designation, type, 
power plant, weight empty, useful load, 
and gross weight, they are as follows: 
No. 313 — Waco KNF, three-place open 
cockpit biplane, Kinner 90 lip., 1,125 lb., 
747 lb., 1,872 lb.; No. 314— Rearwin 
2000-CO, three-place open cockpit bi- 
plane, Continental A-70, 1.447 lb.. 

912 lb., 2,359 lb.; No. 315— Inland 
Super Sport S300-U. two-place open 
cockpit monoplane. Warner 110 lip., 
916 lb., 574 lb., 1,490 lb.; No. 316— 
Verville 104-P, four-place cabin mono- 
plane, Packard Diesel DR-980 225 hp., 
2,300 lb., 1,100 lb., 3,400 lb. 


Axelson in Many Displays 

LOS ANGELES (calif.) —Approxi- 
mately thirty exhibitions of aircraft 
equipment, engines, and methods of en- 
gine construction are being staged in 
Southern California during May and 
June under the auspices of the Axelson 
Aircraft Engine Co. 


GAC Reduces Prices 
By Factory-To-Flier Policy 

BUFFALO (n. v.) — In announcing 
the inauguration of a "factory-to-flier” 
sales policy. General Airplanes Corp. 
reports prices of all planes have been 
reduced 30 per cent. The firm states 
for a year it will discontinue the use of 
all dealers and distributors except in 
rare cases where certain strategic loca- 

selling base. 

Under the new plan, three planes will 
be continually flown through the coun- 
try for demonstration purposes. The 
force of salesmen-pilots in charge of 
these craft now include Robert G. Lyon, 
William C. Patterson, Frank Hoffman, 
and Jack Connelly. 

Another feature of the new system 
is giving the owner of a General ma- 
chine a commission on all sales made for 
GAC planes. Thus the company hopes 
to build up a nation-wide group of sales- 
men, and by the end of the experimental 
year it is believed sales will have reached 
such proportions in certain districts that 
responsible dealers will be attracted to 
the handling of franchises. It is under- 
stood this plan is confined to the light 
plane class such as the cabin Aristocrat 
manufactured by GAC. 


Boeing Gets Nebraska Injunction 

LINCOLN (neb.)— A temporary in- 
junction has been granted Boeing Air 
Transport, Inc., in district court here 
against state officials to restrain them 
from collecting the state’s 4-ccnt gaso- 
line tax on aircraft engine fuel used by 
the Boeing company in planes engaged 
in interstate commerce, pending out- 
come of the air firm’s request for a 
permanent injunction. Petition for the 
temporary order [Aviation, April 12, 
p. 770] was not resisted by state 
authorities, arrangements having been 
made by Boeing to make its monthly 
reports, paying its tax on all except the 
fuel used in purely interstate com- 
merce. The tax which the state claims 
is due oil this will be paid to the clerk 
of the district court pending final out- 


Bellanca’s Airbus Nearly Ready 

NEW CASTLE (del.)— Flight tests 
will soon start on the new Bcllanca Air- 
craft Corp. “Airbus,” a thirteen-place, 
single - engined Conqueror - powered 
transport which is nearing completion 
in the factory here. It has been ex- 
plained that while the name “Airbus” 
may sound somewhat prosaic, it has 
been selected to convey the impression 
of a reliable, everyday transport craft. 
Bellanca’s Wasp-powered six-place, ex- 
hibited on the field adjoining the hangar 
during the All-American Show, is 
known as the “Skyrocket.” It is similar 
to the “Pacemaker" except for power 
plant, the latter employing the J6-9. 
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Maneuvers Show Ability 
Of Independent Air Force 

SACRAMENTO (calif.)— Gratifying 
success has rewarded the second and 
third weeks of the United States Army 
Air Corps' 1930 tactical maneuvers, dur- 
ing which practically all recent develop- 

proved of practical value under actual 
conditions of warfare. No accidents of 
a serious nature have marred any of the 
exercises and the First Provisional 
Wing, under command of Brig.-Gen. 
William E. Gillmore, has demonstrated 
that the Air Corps can operate effec- 
tively independent of any co-operation 
from ground forces. 

Following the first week, which was 
largely devoted to airdrome discipline 
and group training, the First Provi- 
sional Wing swung into a program of 
tactical problems which have involved 
extended maneuvers in attack and de- 
fense, missions conducted under sealed 
orders and by radio direction front 
ground bases, and from the air, experi- 
ments in night bombing, night photog- 
raphy, smoke screen employment, high 
altitude formation flying, and extended 
cross country flights with the Army's 
new “robot” pilot, the mechaviator. 


it attacks on bombers and t 
tion planes, air force attacks on ratiroau 
bridges, bombardment and attacks on 
various rail junctions and moving trains 
throughout central California, air force 
attacks on enemy airdromes at dawn, 
and simulated attacks on enemy shipping 
just outside the entrance to San Fran- 
cisco Bay. 

On April 8, Maj. Willis Hale, flying 
a Boeing P-12 pursuit plane, blanketed 
the entire area of Mather Field with a 
smoke screen as a protection against 
enemy attack. On April 9 the Cali- 
fornia State Capitol building was so 
effectively covered with a smoke screen 
by Capt. Victor H. Strahm, that prac- 
tically all traffic in the downtown streets 
was stopped for a half hour. The entire 
air force co-operated in the dedication 
of the new Sacramento Airport on April 
12 and 13. On April 12 the entire 95th 
Pursuit Squadron under command of 
Capt. Hugh M. Elmendorff flew in 
formation to an altitude of 25,000 ft. 
Equipment for this flight included oxy- 
gen apparatus and especially heated 
garments. The remainder of the third 
week of the maneuvers was devoted to 
individual squadron missions with the 
exception of a special flight of a Curtiss 
Condor from Sacramento to San Fran- 
cisco and return piloted by the Army’s 
mechaviator. 


Yellow Air-Cab Gels Knoll Assets 

WICHITA ( kan,)— Yellow Air-Cab 
Co. has purchased the flying field and 
factory, with all machinery and supplies, 
owned by the receivers of the Knoll 
Airplane Co. The price was $166,500. 


Navy Lowers Air Fatality Ratio 

WASHINGTON (d. c.)— During the 
first six months ot the present fiscal 
year Naval aviators flew 21,510 hr. per 
each fatal accident, while the record 
per fatality was 14,340 hr. This shows 
an improvement of more than 100 per 
cent over the preceding fiscal period 
when Navy fliers covered only 6,558 
hr. for each fatality, and is said to be 
one of the best records ever made by a 
military organization. The accident 
ratio for the last six months was ap- 
proximately 600 hr. per accident, while 
during the same period the year before 
708 hr. were flown per crash. 


Diesel Installation on Ford 



A iove is shown the installation of the 
Packard Diesel engine in one of the 
wing nacelles of a Ford 4-AT transport. 
This Ford model, seating nine to eleven 

Packard Diesels as optional equipment. 
The plane is regularly powered with 
Whirlwind 3Q0’s. 

Successful test of the Ryan Foursome 
equipped with the Diesel has resulted in 
a factory order for three planes of this 
model to be completed at once, according 
to a report of the Ryan Division, De- 
troit Aircraft Corp. From Washington, 
furthermore, comes word that an ap- 
proved type certificate has been granted 
the four-place Verville machine bearing 
this engine. 


Under the head "Chevrolet Plans 
Production," Aviation, p. 736, April 5, 
the Chevrolet aircraft engine was men- 
tioned as a six-cylinder power plant. 
This is, of course, incorrect, the engine 
being of four cylinders. In a caption 
on page 798 of the April 19 issue the 
airplane erroneously referred to as 
the Lambert powered Monocoupe is 
the Kari-Keen Coupe powered with the 
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Ullin- Planes & Gliders •■■•Hill 


Representatives of the Boeing sys- 
tem announce that the firm's all-metal 
low-wing Hornet monoplane, designed 
to cruise at 145 m.p.h. with 2,000 lb. 
of mail, or mail and passengers, will 
be ready for tests in May. The craft 
is stated to be radically different in 
many features of design from the pre- 
vious Boeing planes. 

Berliner-Joyce Aircraft Corp. is put- 
ting final touches on the experimental 
Navy attack plane and test flights are 
planned about the first of the month. 
Tests of the experimental pursuit craft 
for the Army, furthermore, are ex- 
pected in about a month. The wings 
of the XP-16, the pursuit Craft, were 
recently tested to destruction at Dayton. 

flight conditions to four times the nor- 
mal load without failure. They were 
then put in a test simulating a rolling 
flight condition to the required load 
factor, still without failure. In the low 
incidence test to determine the strength 
of the wings under high speed, the 
normal load was increased to six and 
one-half times without failure. The un- 
symetrical attitude and the test with 
part of wing braces shot away but 
with full load were passed successfully. 
The wings broke under a high inci- 
dence test after the load had been 
increased to thirteen and a half times 
normal, the required factor being 

The Curtiss D-12-powered XBT-4, 
new basic training plane for the Army, 
has been delivered to the service for 
tests. The craft is the first of a new 
series of distinctly military planes for 
advanced training of attack, light bomb- 
ing, and observation pilots. Visibility 
has been stressed in the design, with 
the instructor's rear cockpit raised to 
better his vision and with the cowling 
squared and sloped rather than^ rounded. 

mounted in the upper wing over the 
student’s cockpit. This gives the in- 
structor an opportunity to observe the 
novice’s technique. 


Waco Aircraft Co. announces the 
addition to its line of aircraft of a 
primary training glider to sell for 
$385 F.O.B. Troy, Ohio, crated ready 
for rigging. This craft was exhibited 
at the Detroit air show. The fuselage 
is constructed of steel tubing, while the 
wings are made of spruce spars and 
web ribs internally braced with hard 
wire and fabric covered. A Waco- 
designed skid of tube steel is fastened 
by a tripod arrangement to each wing. 

A glider equipped with a mainsail 
and jib made a successful flight here 
April 17, piloted by John Domenjoz. 
The glider was first towed along the 
beach by an automobile at 50 m.p.h., 
then cut loose. With sails set, the 
glider soared aloft for 200 ft and came 
down at the other end of the beach. 
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New Bills Would Aid 
Airship Developments 

WASHINGTON (n. c.) — Twin bills 

vitally affecting both lieavier-than-air 
and lighter-than-air activities have 
been introduced in Congress by Sena- 
tor McNary, assistant majority leader, 
and Representative Parker, chairman 
of the Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Committee. Although the bills 
were formulated for the express pur- 
pose of encouraging the construction of 
American airships for regular opera- 
tions on foreign trade routes, many of 
the provisions of the bill apply to 
heavier-than-air craft. 

Perhaps the most significant provi- 
sion of the proposed legislation, as re- 
gards aeronautics in general, is that 
which makes optional the recording in 
the office of the Secretary of Commerce, 
or some office designated by him, of 
every sale, contract of conditional sale, 
conveyance, mortgage, and assignment 
of mortgage of an airship or other air- 
craft, but which provides that such 
business instruments not so recorded 
shall be void against subsequent pur- 
chasers and mortgagees in good faith 
without notice. 

Original jurisdiction of suits arising 
in regard to recorded mortgages is 
granted to the district courts of the 
United States exclusively. The marshall 
may be authorized by the court to take 
possession of the mortgaged airship or 
other aircraft notwithstanding the fact 
that the craft is in the possession or 
under the control of any person claim- 
ing a possessory common-law lien. 


Authorization would be granted in 
the bill for the creation of an “airship 
construction loan and insurance fund." 
A sum would be appropriated by the 
Congress for this fund, from which 
construction loans would be made 
amounting to three-fourths of the cost 
of the airship. Government security on 
the loan would include a mortgage on 
the airship. But the hitch comes in 
getting zeppelin insurance from any 
commercial company at a reasonable 
rate. To cover this difficulty the bill 
provides that the airship may be in- 
sured with the “airship construction 
loan and insurance fund.” Interest on 
the construction loan, and premiums 
on the insurance would be paid in to 
the United States. Should an accident 
occur to a craft on which the United 
States has a loan the insurance fund 
would pay the construction fund the 
amount of damage. Some precedence 
for such an arrangement exists in the 
provisions of the Jones- White Merchant 
Marine Act of 1928, and in the gov- 
ernment's relations with regard to the 
construction of federal buildings. 

The Postmaster General would be 
authorized to contract for mail service 
on foreign trade routes, by the provi- 
sions of the bill, on American-built 
airships capable of carrying not less 
than 10,000 lb. of mail and a suitable 
commercial load a distance of 2,000 mi. 


without refueling. Compensation for 

more than $20 per mile. 

Senator McNary stated, "Already 
three projects have been announced. 

upon the enactment of this legislation 
in order that their plans may be 
brought to fruition." These are the 
Pacific-Zeppelin Transport Co. (All- 
American, Goodyear organization), 
planning an oriental service ; the Inter- 
national-Zeppelin Transport Corp. (Dr. 
Eckener's development), Atlantic serv- 
ice; Aircraft Development Corp. (De- 
troit Aviation), Caribbean service. To 
put these three services in operation 
between eight and ten ships would be 
necessary. 

The original drafts of the bills pre- 
sented by Senator McNary and Repre- 
sentative Parker were prepared with 
the assistance of William P. Mac- 
Cracken, Jr., council for Goodyear. 


Alexander Firm Drafts 
Glider Training Method 

NEW YORK (n. y.)— With the great 
increase in gliding throughout the coun- 
try, a training program will be found of 
interest. A copy of the curriculum fol- 
lowed at the Alexander Aircraft School, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., has just been 
received and is given herewith as an 
example : 

( 1 ) Examination on flying ; written or 

(2) Sitting in glider learning move- 
ment of controls and their effect. (Face 
glider into wind.) One hour, or until 

(3) Launching off gentle slope (or 
side of hill, not the top), with stick 
pushed forward. Lateral control. (Two 
men on rope.) Ten times, or until 


(4) Launching off gentle slope, stick 
neutral. Push stick forward as soon 
as you are off, and set down. Short 
hop. (Two men on rope.) Five times, 
or until passed. 

(5) Launching off gentle slope and 
making flight close to ground. Not too 
long. (Four men on rope.) Five times. 

(6) Launching off gentle slope, fast 
glide. (Four men on rope.) Five 


(7) Take off from top of hill and 


(8) Same with gentle figure 8 turns. 

(9) Same with turn 90 deg. right and 
side wind landing. 

( 10) Same with turn 90 deg. left and 
side wind landing. (Side wind land- 
ings are not to be made in wind of more 
than 5 m.p.h.) 


Sells Seventeen Fleets on Trip 

LOS ANGELES (calif.)— Gordon 
Mounce, Pacific Coast representative 
of the Consolidated Aircraft Corp., has 
just completed a trip through the 
Northwest during which he sold a total 
of seventeen Kinner-powered Fleets. 


February Shipments 
Were Worth $448,978 

WASHINGTON (d. c.)— Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce com- 
putations, subject to revision, on aero- 
nautical exports for February, indicate 
shipments were worth $448,978. This 
total covered $255,660 for fifteen air- 
craft, $50,713 for twelve engines, and 
$142,605 for parts and accessories— ex- 
cepting tires, as usual. 

Canada led in the number of planes 
and engines received and also in the 
value of parts and accessories absorbed. 
Figures for that country were seven 
planes worth $89,217, three engines val- 
ued 452 ^ i ’ <J 30' a,u * P arts representing 

Other plane shipments were made to 
the following: Hawaii one, $59,910; 
Japan one, $54,568; Java and Madura 
one, $20,000; Mexico two, $15,850; 
Cuba one, $6,190; Belgium one, $5,242: 
China one, $4,683. 

Engines exported (other than to 
Canada): two to Argentina, $10,438; 
one to Brazil, $7,438; one to Colombia, 
$7,200; two to Japan, $5,904; one to 
Panama, $5,808; one to Honduras. 
$4,347. 

Value of parts sent abroad (other than 
to Canada) : Belgium $1,425, Germany 
$80, Italy $530, Netherlands $9,278, 
Poland and Danzig $1,085, Soviet 
Russia in Europe $43,525, Spain $64. 
Costa Rica $446, Panama $2,235, Sal- 
vador $446, Mexico $6,359, Newfound- 
land and Labrador $270, Cuba $1,785. 
Argentina $270, Brazil $13,775, Colom- 
bia $618, Peru $1,168, Venezuela $145, 
British India $79, China $2,063, Java 
and Madura $1,071, Hong Kong $619, 
Japan $5,878, Philippine Islands $2,061. 
Australia $694, New Zealand $13, 
Hawaii $914, Porto Rico $257. 


Hawks Flies Glider Boat 

MANHASSET (l. i., n. y.)— A Peel 
biplane glider boat was recently demon- 
strated in Manhasset Bay by Capt. Frank 
Hawks, takeoff power being furnished 
by a 40 hp. Lycoming-powered Dodge 

trol two-place craft offered by Peel 
Glider Boats, Inc., for $495. With the 
16 ft. runabout offered by the Horace 
E. Dodge Boat and Plane Corp'. at $945. 
boat and glider together thus come to 
less than $1,500. Charles L. Lawrance. 
George M. Pvnchon. Jr., Richard F. 
Hoyt; and James B. Taylor, Jr., are 


Consolidated Orders Announced 

BUFFALO (n. y.)— Orders for Com- 
modore and Fleetster spare parts, total- 
ing $169,156, have been received by 
the Consolidated Aircraft Corp. from 
Nyrba, states Ray P. Williams, assist- 
ant general manager. Announcement 
is also made that six Fleet Model 2 
sport planes are to be delivered to 
Claud E. Carter, Harlingen. Tex., to 
be used for training purposes at the 
new International Airport there. 
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Service Meeting 
At Dayton May 5 

Army-Navy Standards Group 
Will Convene at Wright Field 
DAYTON (ohio) — The sixth Annual 
Army-Navy Standards Conference for 
standardization of aeronautical mate- 
rial is scheduled to begin May 5, at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, with the 
Materiel Division of the Air Corps act- 
ing as host. 

From a humble beginning in 1923, 
when a few dozen delegates represent- 
ing chiefly the aeronautical branches ot' 
the United States Government met at 
the Naval Aircraft Factory in Phila- 
delphia, Pa., to coordinate some of the 
basic aeronautical part and material 
specifications of the Army and Navy for 
simplification in procurement, these 
conferences have grown until today 
they represent a major force in both 
civil and military aviation technical 
progress. 

The Fifth Annual Conference had an 
attendance of over ISO delegates and 
considered 94 drawings and 97 spec- 
ifications. 

The findings of these gatherings are 
expressed in the now well known AN 
standards, which may be briefly defined 
as a complete drawing or technical 
specification whose use. where ap- 
plicable. is mandatory on Army and 
Navy planes, and which by virtue of 
their own merit have been voluntarily 
adopter! by the aircraft industry for 


While it 
meeting wa 
conference 
liminary 


commercial planes. 

the earlier days, a single 
held each year, the regular 
s now preceded by a pre- 

..ssion between Army and 

Navy delegates only, at which tenta- 
tive agreements are reached, detailed 
development assigned, and the program 
planned. In this wav fully specified 
aggenda of what it is proposed to con- 
sider for adoption are prepared for 
circulation to the entire industry. 

The forthcoming conference is open 
to the aeronautical and related in- 
dustries. which are urged to send 
delegates so that the standards adopted 
mav he correlated with the latest com- 
mercial practices. Detailed advance 
information on anv subject listed for 
discussion will be forwarded upon ap- 
plication to the chairman Mai. C. W. 
Howard. Air Corps, Wright Field. 

The list of subjects^ to he discussed Is nn 


ti.-rnmtutleiil srllvity. 


Acceptance test for aircraft engines (In- 
cluding high temperature liquid cooling re- 
quirements). aircraft batteries (revision), 
high tension ignition cable, low tension 
cable, crating of aircraft engines for ship- 
ment, propeller hub. propeller hub clamp 
ring, small engine parts (bolts, nuts, screws, 
etc.), radiator core (half section), starter 
flange and drive (revision). 

Instruments 

(dealing chiefly with the addition of 
manufacturing tolerances) 

Airspeed instruments, altimeters, fuel 


i indicator, tachometers, t 




Aluminum alloy forgings, brass for turn- 
buckle barrels, chrome-vanadium steel, 
spring wire, 


Celluloid sheet, aircraft dope, wool felt, 
linen webbing, airplane spruce (revision). 


Structural Hardware Parts 


Aircraft hex head bolts (revision of toler- 
ances), streamline tie rods (stainless steel). 




Brake pedals, control wheels, control pul- 


Control Deeion Specifications 
Cockpit arrangements, lacing spacing for 
fabric attachment to ribs, weight control 




Aviation Clothtnp 

Summer flying suits, and flying Jackets. 


No More “Jays,” 
Says Mr. Leighton 

NEW YORK (n, v.) — 
Now comes a copy of the 
Curtiss - W right T radnoind 
with : ‘‘A letter from Mr. 
B. G. Leighton, of the 
Wright Aeronautical Corp., 
requests everyone to drop 
the designation 'J6’ in favor 
of ‘Whirlwind’ when talking 
of Wright engines. There 
are many obvious reasons 
for this change and Mr. 
Leighton goes on to request 
everyone's cooperation by 
dropping completely any 
mention of ‘Jays' and make 
a thoughtful effort to call 
Whirlwind engines by their 
right names: Whirlwind 300, 
Whirlwind 225, Whirlwind 
165.” 

[Still, ’J6-7' and ‘J6-9' are 
so short and easy, we have 
an idea that complete up- 
rooting thereof presents a 
big problem. They’re going 
to bootleg those ‘J6's, B.G.L. 
-Ed.] 


New D.A.C. Appointments Made 

DETROIT (mich.)— James Work, 
vice-president of Detroit Aircraft 
Corp., recently announced the follow- 
ing appointments: Karl S. Betts, acting 
general sales manager; Joseph A. 
Benoit, assistant to the general man- 
ager; R. W. Duncan, field representa- 
tive of Gliders, Inc., with offices in 
Detroit; Douglas Clephane, sales cor- 
respondent, Detroit office; John B. 
Molitor, sales manager of Gliders, Inc., 
in place of Mark A. Kearney, resigned. 
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Curtiss-W right Plans 
Own Flying Club System 

NEW YORK (n. y.) — P lans have been 
made by the Curtiss-Wright Corp. to 
foster an extensive chain of flying clubs 
through its sales and service organ- 
ization. Where Curtiss-Wright rep- 
resentatives are not now available, the 
corporation will furnish an instructor 
free-of-cost to help organize and super- 
vise the group. 

Figures on the cost of planes, mem- 
bership, flying time, etc., are not an- 
nounced as yet, but the following rules 
have been outlined for the Curtiss- 
Wright Flying Club Plan : 

(1) Wherever there is a Curtiss- 
Wright distributor or dealer, all club 
flying must, in the interest of safety and 
low insurance cost which the proper 
supervision provides, come under the 
direction of such agency. Where there 
is no Curtiss-Wright representative, the 
club instructor must be approved as 
thoroughly capable by this (Curtiss- 
Wright) corporation. 

(2) The plane must be regularly serv- 
iced, inspected, overhauled, and flown 
under the direction of such a pilot. No 
club member may solo before being 
“checked out” by him. No plane may 
be flown before he has made his daily 
inspection. 

(3) Whenever possible the plane 
should be housed in a Curtiss-Wright 
dealer’s hangar. A special low club 
price will be available with a year’s 

(4) The initiation fee for members 
must be sufficient so that the total 
amount paid into the club will purchase 
the club’s first plane delivered and cover 
the first year's insurance. 

(5) The club dues, as before stated, 
should furnish sufficient revenue to pay 
for the cost of depreciation or furnish 
the reserve fund, cover complete insur- 
ance, engine and airplane overhaul, and 
hangar rent. 


Postpone N. Y. Glider Carnival 

NEW YORK (n. y.)— The New York 
Glider Carnival, which had originally 
been scheduled for April 25-26 at Bay- 
side, L. I., has been postponed because 
more time was needed to get several of 
the engineless craft ready. Plans are 
now being made to stage a special 
aviation meet for an invited group of 
well known glider pilots and clubs to 
be held sometime the early part of May 
in this vicinity. This event would 
then be followed by the postponed car- 
nival probably late in June. 


Change Name of Bendix Unit 

SOUTH BEND (ind.)— Announce- 
ment is made that the Stromberg Mo- 
tor Devices Co., a Bendix Aviation 
Corp. unit, will be known as the Bendix 
Stromberg Carburetor Co. on and after 
May 1. The firm is now moving into 
a new factory and offices here. 
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Devise “Overshoes” 
Against Ice Hazard 


CLEVELAND (ohio)— O ne of the 
most recent devices invented to remove 
the ice hazard from aviation has been 
tested here lately and consists of so- 
called rubber “overshoes" which lace on 
the leading edges of the wings. 

These “overshoes" were developed by 
Dr. William C. Geer, research chemist, 
with the aid of Dr. Merit Scott, Cornell 
physicist ; the Daniel Guggenheim Fund 
for the Promotion of Aeronautics, the 
B. F. Goodrich Co., Akron, Ohio; Na- 
tional Air Transport, and Wesley L. 
Smith, N.A.T. Eastern superintendent. 

These coverings are composed of thin 
vulcanized rubber, specially treated, and 
continually exude a colorless oil even in 
freezing temperatures. By means of a 
tube under the covering through which 
air is forced, the “overshoes” are in- 
flated and deflated, thus breaking up the 
ice as it forms which is then blown 
away as it does not stick to the oily 


by way of detailed Improvement, I 
vinced that wo have developed funt 
principles and simple means through ^ t 

t Cleveland, I 
t of Nation ' 

t adhesion of Ice to metal, polished 


r. Wesley 






‘■Certain oils have 
upon the airplane s 







n the form 

of a light-weight, tl ' ' ‘ ‘ 

strength, in the leading surface ol 
an air tube, and a rubber oil-holding layer 
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one hundred pounds added weight for a 
biplane of 10-ft. wing spread. 

"There Is much to be done to improve 
construction, particularly to create a light- 
weight overshoe for the wires of certain 

protected but they, the radiator shutters, 
and the control wires, present no problems 
of unusual difficulty when viewed In the 

will have only to open a valve and the 
pneumatic tubes of the overshoes will auto- 
matically Inflate and deflate at such inter- 
vals that the ice will be removed." 


Minnesota Body Nantes Officers 

MINNEAPOLIS (minx.)— The an- 
nual meeting of the Aircraft Associa- 
tion of Minnesota was held here 
recently and Gage Mace, general man- 
ager of the Northwest division of Uni- 
versal Aviation Corp., was elected presi- 
dent, succeeding Charles W. Holman. 
Other officers named were Fred B. 
McMullen of Minneapolis, vice-presi- 
dent; R. R. West of the Standard Oil 
Co., Minneapolis, secretary-treasurer ; 
L. W. Leib, Northwest sales repre- 
sentative of the American Eagle Air- 
craft Corp.; chairman of the board of 
directors, and J. B. Gilliland of Minne- 
apolis, and L. J. Sohler of Mankato, 
Minn., directors. 


Camden Tri-State Show Opens 

CAMDEN (n. j.)— This city’s Tri- 
State Regional Aircraft Exposition, 
with displays said to represent a total 
of $1,000,000. is now under way in Con- 
vention Hall, having been opened on 
April 18 by Mayor Winfield S. Price. 
[A complete story of the show, which 
runs until April 26, will be carried in 
the next issue of Aviation. — Ed.] 


Barr Issues Aero Export Data 

NEW YORK (n. y.) — Barr Shipping 
Corp., 25 Beaver St, this city, has is- 
sued a folder telling of its facilities for 
the exporting of planes, engines, parts, 


Gordon Bennett Trials 
To Take Place May 25 

CLEVELAND (ohio) — At least nine 
balloons will be entered in the Na- 
tional Elimination Balloon Race to take 
place at Fort Worth, Tex., May 25, 
according to reports reaching William 
G. Rose, manager of the Gordon Ben- 
nett International Balloon Race, which 
will start from Cleveland Sept 1. Four 
of the teams are from Detroit and their 
pilots will be Edward J. Hill, a former 
Gordon Bennett winner, S. A. U. 
Rasmussen, Dr. G. M. LaGallee, and 
W. A. Klikoff. C'apt. W. E. Honey- 
well, veteran St. Louis balloonist, will 
enter a bag. The Akron (Ohio) Busi- 
ness Club will be represented by a bal- 
loon whose pilot has not yet been 
named. Ward T. Van Orman, who 
won last year’s international race, may 
also compete, although he can qualify 
for the American team by virtue of his 
1929 victory. If lie does not choose to 
fly in the elimination event, the Good- 
year Tire & Rubber Co. will enter 
another team. The Army and Navy are 
expected to follow their custom of other 
vears and place at least one team each 
in the field, 

It is learned that France plans to 
enter two balloons in the Gordon Ben- 
nett International Balloon race. 

Carl F. Clarke was elected president 
of the Detroit Balloon Club at a recent 
meeting of that organization, while 
others given offices were Clark Hyatt 
and Edward J. Hill, vice-presidents; 
George Hineman, treasurer: T. W. 
Southworth, secretary; and S. A. U. 
Rasmussen, flying committee chairman. 


Charter Canadian Fleet Firm 

OTTAWA (ont.) — Fleet Aircraft of 
Canada, Ltd., has been granted a 
federal charter, and a capital of 
$100,000 has been authorized. Founda- 
tions have already been laid for the firm's 
factory, which will be located at Port 
Erie, "Ontario, and is expected to be 
ready for occupancy by May 1. 
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INI AERONAUTICAL FINANCE 

By R. R. Doane 




R anking as our largest domestic air 
transport system, and in point of 
total assets the second largest corpora- 
tion in the aircraft industry. The Avia- 
tion Corp. stands to reap its share of the 
benefits to be derived, not only from 
changes in the present maladjustment of 
contract air mail rates but from the 
favorable changes developing in the en- 
tire aviation situation. 

Operating strategic link units in the 
transport field, this company should be 
among the first to reflect a change for 
the better after the pending adjustments 
come about. The corporation now has 
under its control and direction more 
than 7,000 mi. of airways, which is at 
present more than one-fourth of the 
total established airway mileage in the 
United States. The system includes 
eleven of the 32 contract air mail routes 
and one foreign air mail route, giving 
direct service to 43 communities. It is 
also the largest in the United States 
from the point of miles flown daily, 
number of air mail contracts, and length 

From a study of this corporation’s 


first annual statement, it is evident that 



ing capital. Its balance sheet, which in- 
cidentally does not reflect the increases 
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(since Dec. 31, 1929), shows the com- 
pany to be in a generally strong finan- 
cial position. The principal changes in 
current assets are to be found in the 
total cash and call loans, which were 
brought about largely through an in- 
crease in marketable securities held due 
to the decline in call money rates. A 
further $2,000,000 of call money has 
been placed in time loans. 

Good will has been entirely eliminated 
from the corporation’s balance sheet, 
and for the first time, the underlying 
tangible assets of subsidiary companies 
arc shown rather than a figure for in- 
vestments in stock subsidiaries and con- 
trolled companies as has been shown in 
previous statements. Thus all uncer- 
tainty as to the value of tangible assets 
has been done away with. 

The book value of the common stock 
outstanding at the end of the year, based 
on the total of tangible assets applicable 
thereto, but not including deferred 
charges, organization expense, reserve 
against surplus flying equipment, and 
treasury stock, amounted to $34,664.- 
10423 or $11.22 per share. Furtlu- 
analysis shows the market value of se- 
curities held to have appreciated since 
Dec. 31 approximately $3,193,243.03, or 
$1.03 a share. 

The consolidated statement of profit 
and loss shows losses for the period 
from March 1, 1929 to Dec. 31, 1929. 
including operating results of subsidi- 
aries from date of acquisition (June 30. 
1929) of $696,727.22 or 23c. a share. 
Including losses of controlled companies 
and provision for other special losses 
and expenses, the total loss for the 
period ending Dec. 31, 1929 was $1,443,- 
822.17 or 47c. a share. According to 
the report, a substantial part of this 
loss arose from the transportation of 

As previous statements were tenta- 
tive or non-consolidated. it is impossible 

poses. ** However, the major ratios, as 
of Dec. 31, 1929, stand as follows: 



A condensed summary of the consoli- 
dated balance sheet and statement of 
Profit and Loss tabulated herewith. 
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To Stress Air Travel 
At N. Y. Show Meetings 


NEW YORK (n. v.)— Air transporta- 
tion problems will be especially con- 
sidered during the four-day program of 
meetings scheduled to take place here 
during the New York Aircraft Salon, 
Madison Square Garden, May 3-10. 
These conferences will be held under 
the auspices of the Aeronautical Cham- 
ber of Commerce in cooperation with 
the Society of Automotive Engineers 
and the American Society of Mechani- 

Booked for the opening day of the 
sessions on May 5 is a meeting of the 
twelve executive committees of the 
Chamber, while an all-day gathering of 
the A.S.M.E. on May 8 will conclude 
the event. The program follows : 

May 6, S.A.E. George J. Mead, vice- 
president of the Pratt & Whitney Air- 
craft Co., and George W. Dunham, 
former national president of S.A.E., 
comparative merits of liquid and air- 
cooled engines; Jerome C. Hunsaker, 
vice-president of the Goodyear-Zep- 
pelin Corp., trans-oceanic air travel in 
dirigibles ; Giuseppe M. Bellanca, presi- 
dent, Bellanca Aircraft Corp., "Amphi- 
bion Aerodynamics.” V. E. Clark, The 
Aviation Corp., will preside. 


sign; W. Laurence LePage, Kellett 
Aircraft Corp., features of the new 
Autogiro; Lieut. Alford J. Williams, 
who recently resigned from the Navy, 
“Speed Flying;” Maj. Leslie MacDil'l, 
U. S. Army Air Corps, "Commercial 
Aviation in the United States from the 
point of view of an Air Corps Officer." 
Chairman, Capt. Edward V. Ricken- 
backer, vice-president of the Fokker 
Aircraft Corp. 

Charles S. “Casey” Jones, president, 
Curtiss- Wright Corp., will preside over 
a meeting of the Chamber's flying 
school section May 6, which is to hear 
a committee’s report concerning the 
feasibility of making changes in private 
and commercial license requirements. 


Meetings of the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers will take place 
in the afternoon and evening of May 
8, an informal dinner being held in the 
evening. At the afternoon session, the 
following will be among the speakers 
on airplane servicing and maintenance ; 
Harold G. Drysdale, construction engi- 
neer, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Tex Marshall, 
vice-president, Thompson Aeronautical 
Corp., Cleveland, Ohio; Maj. C. H. 
Biddleconib, aeronautic authority, New 
York; B. H. Gilpin, Pratt & Whitney 
Aircraft Co., Hartford, Conn.; C. A. 
Parker, Parker Motor Rebuilding Co., 
Roosevelt Field, Garden City, L. I.; 
and A. A. Gassner, Fokker Aircraft 
Corp., Hasbrouck Heights, N. J. 

The evening conference will deal 
with aeronautic economics and talks 
will be given by C, M. Mitchell, Jr., 
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Day, New York; and W. Laurence 
LePage, Kellett Aircraft Corp., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


Form §1,000,000 Plane Firm 

LOS ANGELES (calif.)— Formation 
of the General Western Aero Corp., 
Ltd., with an authorized capitalization 
of $1,000,000, has been announced by 
Louis Vrcmsak, president. The new 
company has acquired the manufactur- 
ing rights to the Q-10 amphibion air 
liner, a design which has been developed 
by the Amphibion Aircraft Corp., this 
city. The Q-10 is a ten-place cabin 
monoplane with a full cantilever wing 
upon which two engines are mounted. 
Officials of the corporation in addition 
to Mr. Vreinsak are: L. M. Lieberman, 
vice-president and treasurer; Stuart L, 
Klingelsmith, vice-president and sec- 
retary; Lieut. Paul Whittier, Leo 
LaGasse, William J. Waterhouse, Floyd 
Wilson, and Edward Stoetz, directors. 


Postpone Coast Glider Meet 

SAN DIEGO (calif.)— Postponement 
of the San Diego Glider Meet from 
April 17 to June 26-July 8 has been 
announced by Wm. Van Dusen, sec- 
retary of the Southern California 
Glider Association and the San Diego 
Chamber of Commerce. The change 
was made in order that the California 
state laws with regard to gliding activ- 
ities might be clarified, and also for the 
purpose of holding the meet during the 
Historical Pageant in July. 


Yought Firm Begins 
Move to East Hartford 

HARTFORD (conn.)— The work of 
moving the equipment of the Chance 
Vought Corp., builder of fighting type 
planes for the Army and Navy, from 
its old plant at Long Island City to 
the new buildings in East Hartford, has 
been begun. Approximately fifty men 
are at work in East Hartford installing 
the apparatus, with Charles N. Liquid, 
aeronautical consultant, representing the 
company. 

It is expected that the factory division 
of the company will be completely moved 
by April 29. Half of the equipment was 
in place Monday (April 21 ) and about 
one hundred and twenty men forming a 
nucleus of the operating force, began 
work at the new factory. It is expected 
that 300 workmen will be transferred 
to East Hartford. 

Moving operations are being carried 
on by truck and freight car. The Roger 
Sherman Transfer Co. has the contract 
for moving the equipment. James Dean, 
factory superintendent, is supervising 
the installation of the machinery. 

Until the new field of United Aircraft 
is completed in East Hartford, Brainard 
Field will be used for testing work. 


Nearly Forty Saved With Lobes 

SAN DIEGO (calif.)— Of the 103 
United States Army, Navy, and com- 
mercial fliers who have qualified for the 
mythical Caterpillar Club by executing 
emergency parachute jumps, nearly two 
score owe their lives to the functioning 
of Russell Lobe parachutes, according to 
a report recently compiled by James 
Russell, vice-president of the company. 


mill' “QUOTES” ■■■>11111111 

Without a Coaster Brake t “Gliding is 
no more dangerous than riding a bicycle. 

Hawley Bowlus, Bowlus Sailplane Co. 
Maybe for Its Size. "Peru is the most 
airminded nation in the world." — Adolf 
Garni, Vice President W. R. Grace & 
Co., steamship firm. 

Another Governor Enlisted. “I am not 
in the least perturbed over the possibili- 
ties of my having an accident in my 
frequent air trips, for I consider the 
danger in a well-constructed, well- 
piloted aircraft no greater than the 
hazard of riding in a car.” — G overnor 
Weaver, of Nebraska. 

Exit the Promotion Bug. “Wc have 
slowed down to a normal rate of prog- 
ress and that seems to me a good thing. 
We have got the promotion bug out of 
the picture and can start again on a 
clean slate and a good sound premise. 
Manufacturers are now producing air- 
craft for a market that has rapidly be- 


come thoroughly discriminating in the 
matters of construction, performance, 

S e ration, and maintenance.” — Col. 

.arence M. Young, Assistant Secre- 
tary of Commerce for Aeronautics. 

Let's Sell Them Planes. “There are 
more accidents in one day on the Bristol 
Highway, between Memphis and the in- 
tersection of Highway No. 15, a distance 
of 12 miles, than there are airplane 
accidents in the whole United States in a 
week.” — Memphis Commercial Appeal. 

Vicious Circle. “One of the greatest 
needs of American aviation is seen as 
the extension and development of air- 
ports. Here again is a vicious circle; 
lack of airports retards development of 
aviation, and lack of volume in air 
traffic retards development of airports." 
— Charles C. Parlin. The Aviation 
Industry. Curtis Publishing Co. avia- 


Brighter. 



“The forlorn outlook worn 
people in the industry earlier 
ar has been somewhat bright- 
ames Work, Vice President, 
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STATISTICAL DATA 

T he annual statistical issue will 
henceforth be supplemented by the 
publication in the third issue of each 
month of new data and, where 
necessary, corrections. Those who 
are preserving their statistical issues 
(March 22. 1930) for permanent refer- 
ence can thus keep the curves and totals 

facilitate this practice references will 
be made to the page numbers in the 
March 22 issue in supplying new ma- 
teria! and corrections. 
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Representatives Named 

American Eagle — National Air- 
ways, Inc., Detroit, Mich. ; Intercity 
Flying Service, Inc., North Kingsville, 
Ohio; Robert Allen, Allen Flying 
Service, Hobart, Okla. ; Rockne Bros., 
Angola, N. Y. 

Buhl — Issoudun Aviation Corp., 
Akron, Ohio. 

Savoia-Marchrtti — Skyways, Inc., 
distributor for Ohio and part of east- 
ern Michigan. 

Fleet— Claude E. Carter, Harlingen, 
Tex., distributor in Central America 
and Mexico. 

Curtiss-Wright — Fred Downing, 
Port Erie, Erie, Pa., for northwestern 
Pennsylvania. 

Arrow Sport — John Seawell, Yakima, 
Wash., for western Oregon and northern 
California. 

Stinson — H. F. Jackson, Rochester 
(N. Y.) Airport, for Rochester and 
central westem New York; Wilkinson 
& Vance, Ripley, N. Y., for southwest- 
ern New York. 

Waco — Wilkinson & Vance, Ripley, 
N. Y„ for southwestern New York. 

Great Lakes — Wilkinson & Vance, 
Ripley, N. Y., for southwestern New 
York. 

Travelair — Wilkinson & Vance, 
Ripley, N. Y., for southwestern New 
York. 

Cessna Gliders — H. M. Gregory, 
Omaha, Neb. ; Harry J. Jenkins, Glou- 
cester, Mass., for Boston and the North 

Eaglerock Gliders — Massachusetts 
Airways, Springfield, Mass. 

Gliders, Inc. — Massachusetts Air- 
ways, Springfield, Mass. 


Plan Vertical Tunnel at Akron 

AKRON (ohio) — T he Guggenheim 

Lighter-Than-Air Research Institute 
laboratory at Akron Municipal Airport 
will house a vertical wind tunnel, ac- 
cording to announcement by Dr. Theodor 
Von Kanuan, director of the institute. 
The tunnel will be of moderate size. 
The laboratory will include space and 
equipment for metallurgical and meteor- 
ological research as well as wind tunnel 
work. Actual construction work will be 
started on the laboratory within three 
months, and it should be in use at this 
time next year, according to Dr. Von 
Karman. 


Tennessee Commission Meets 
NASHVILLE (tenn.)— On April IS, 
the first meeting of the newly- 
organized state aeronautic commission 
of the state highway department was 
held, at which time general policies 
were discussed. This committee, headed 
by R. H. Baker, state highway com- 
missioner, is to be allowed a maximum 

of $50,000 yearly for providing emer- 
gency landing fields and airports 
throughout the state. The money thus 
used will come out of the gasoline tax 
fund heretofore used for highways. 
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George Waite, president of Irving Air 
Chute Co., has sailed for Europe to ar- 
range final details with the Soviet Gov- 
ernment for operation of a parachute 
factory in U.S.S.R. 

Monthly payroll of aeronautical com- 
panies at Dallas, Tex., totals about $60,- 
000, according to a recent survey by 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

Seventy-two planes from the aircraft 
carrier Lexington took part in maneu- 
vers off the Virginia Capes April 19, 
before members of Congress. 

Golden Eagle Aircraft Co., which 
leased part of the municipal hangar at 
Port Columbus, Ohio, some time ago, 
has been awarded a lease of the rest on 
a bid of $50 per month rental. 

Main Aeronautics Co., owners and 
operators of Pittsburgh-Grcenburg 
(Pa.) airport, has purchased Pittsburgh 
School of Aviation. 

An air meet will be held July 4-5 at 
Newark (N. J.) airport. Arthur N. 

charge! '* Cha ' rman 

Plans are being made by S. Deats and 
G. Bartenbach for organization of an 
NJ\.A. chapter at Grand Island, Neb. 

Gov. Doyle E. Carlton has been made 
honorary chairman of the aviation com- 
mittee of the Florida State Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Union Electric Light & Power Co., 
St. Louis, Mo., is buying a Ford plane 
for use in patrolling transmission lines 
and surveying new routes. 

Southern Division of American Air- 
ways has purchased three Fokker Super- 
Universal planes for use between Dallas 
and El Paso. 

Travel Air Mfg. Co., Wichita, Kan., 
reports delivery of planes averaging 
slightly over one per day. 

Johnson Aeroplane Corp., Delray 
Beach, Fla., is about to start production 
of helicopter type monoplanes, accord- 
ing to a recent announcement. 

A Kinner-powered Mohawk Pinto 
recently delivered to the Air Corps at 
Wright Field has been designated 
XPT-7. 

W. P. Fuller & Co., Calif., manufac- 
turers and distributors of paint products, 
has purchased a biplane for company use. 

Apache Motors Co., Los Angeles, 
Calif., which is preparing to produce 
radial aircraft engines, is said to be 
negotiating for a factory site in Wichita, 
Kan. 

Zenith Aircraft Corp., Midway City, 
Calif., has started production of the Z-6 
Cabin biplane at the rate of two per 
month. 

During February, 5,600 inquiries were 
answered by the Aeronautics Branch, as 
compared with 5,042 in the heaviest 
previous month, which was October, 
1929. 

Distinguished Flying Crosses for 
Service in Nicaragua have been awarded 
to Maj. Louis M. Bourne. Jr., Ashville, 
N. C.; First Lieuts. Frank H. Lamson- 


Scribner, Washington, D. C. and Frank 
D. Weir, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Master 
Technical Sgt. Albert S. Munsch, Beth- 
lehem, Pa. Navy Crosses have been 
awarded to First Lieuts. Vernon M. 
Guyman, Rexburg, Idaho, and Clarence 
J. Chapel, Jr., Macon, Ga. 

Air Corps News Letter reports that a 
new type of improved safety belt has 
been designed by the Equipment Branch 
of the Materiel Division, Wright Field. 

The Boston Herald is sponsoring a 
goodwill tour of 67 cities by airplane 
on behalf of the Massachusetts Bay 
Tercentenary. A feature of the trip is 
broadcasting from the plane, which is 
piloted by Russell Boardman. 

School activities of Scenic Airways at 
Phoenix, Ariz., have been taken over 
by Sky-Tek, a new corporation formed 
under the presidency of John II. Harri- 
son, former manager of the Scenic Air- 
ways School. 

A Curtiss-Wright Flying Service 
pilot has had his license revoked for 
30 days and been fined $250 by the De- 
partment of Commerce as a result of 
complaints made by the Aeronautics 
Branch of the New York City Police 
Department. He was charged with flying 
low over Van Cortlandt park on the 
day Frank Hawks finished his trans- 
continental glider flight. 

Police in Council Bluffs, Iowa, and 
Omaha, Neb., are trying to locate an 
impostor who has victimized several 
people by posing as Forrest O’Brine. 

Arriving at Osaka, Japan, April 4, 
Van Lear Black completed an airplane 
tour of 6,000 mi. which started with his 
departure from Croydon, England, 
Feb. 4. 

Alaska Washington Airways, Inc., 
has taken delivery of two Lockheed 
Vega planes for use in Alaska and 
British Columbia. 

Air Ferries, Ltd., Oakland, Calif., 
has ordered four additional Loening 


New Firms Announced 

Air Service, Inc., Daytona Beach, 
Fla.; Robert W. Orrel, pres., Stanley 
Strother, vice-pres., and treas., Paul W. 
Harvey, secretary; to sell planes, oper- 
ate passenger and charter service, con- 
duct a school, and give mechanical serv- 

Central Aircraft & Supply Co., 
Iowa City, la.; capital, $50,000; Dr. 
F. L. Love, pres., Orville Simmons, 
vice-pres., Will J. Hayek, treas., and 
H. I. Jennings, secretary ; to furnish 
plans and supplies for model airplanes, 
and later to build gliders. 

Effingham Airport Assn., Effing- 
ham, 111.; capital $10,000, Dr. J. C. R. 
Wettstein, pres., James Primm, vice- 
pres., and Adolph Rcutlinger, secretary- 
treasurer. 

Fort Pierce Airways, Inc.. Fort 
Pierce, Fla.; capitalization, $50,000; by 
Frank M. Upton, Edwin Binney, F. 
Scott Waters. 
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Curtiss-Wright Flying Service, 
Schools Division, has announced the 
opening in June of two summer camps 
where flying will be taught. One will 
be in Maine and the other at Martha's 
Vineyard, Mass. Golf, tennis, swim- 
ming, baseball, and social functions will 
be provided between flying and study 
periods, and weekly flying meets will 
be held. Twenty students are reported 
to have registered for the Portland, Me., 
school, which will open June 1. 


Southern Airways School, Win- 
burn Field, San Antonio, Tex., has 22 
foreign countries, chiefly Latin Amer- 
ican, represented by students on its rolls. 


Boeing School of Aeronautics, 
Oakland, Calif., is using a novel in- 
strument board for class instruction in 
blind flying. By means of knobs on 
the board, the instructor sets the hands 
of the instruments to positions indicat- 
ing certain flight conditions, from which 
students are required to judge the posi- 
tion of the plane and determine the 
proper method of recovering normal 
flight. 

Southwest Air Services, Houston, 
Tex., plans to establish a glider training 
course, using the recently announced 
Waco glider for purposes of instruction. 

D-W Flying Service, LeRoy, N. Y„ 
will establish a branch flying and 
ground school at the Rochester (N. Y.) 
Airport, it is reported. 

Universal Aviation Schools 
placed three of their graduates in jobs 
during one week recently through the 
employment service maintained by the 

Wilmont Aviation Service will 
operate an aviation school at Ripley, 
near Buffalo, N. Y. 

Bedfoi 
N. Y., ha 
field of 

ciation has been conducting a ground 
school in Brooklyn for two years. 

Purduf. University, Lafayette, Ind., 
has completed arrangements by which 
its engineering students may receive 

ing and aeronautical engineering given 
by the Curtiss-Wright Flying Service. 
Inc., of Indianapolis. The courses will 
extend from June 18 to August 19, 
1930. and will be open only to properly 
qualified students. 

Marshall Flying School, affili- 
ated with Nicholas-Beazley Airplane 
Co.. Inc., Marshall, Mo., announces that 
it has recently added several Aeronca 
C-2's to its fleet of training planes, and 
that it is offering solo time in these 
craft at the rate of $7.50 per hour. 

Great Northern Aviation Corp. 
Duluth, Minn., is having a glider built 
for instruction purposes. 

Universal Air School, Kansas City, 
Mo., has opened a course of instruction 
in gliding which will prepare for tests 
for official glider-pilot licenses. 


id Y. M. C. A., Brooklyn, 
is opened a flying school at the 
the Flushing-New York Air- 
.. on Long Island. The asso- 
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Paul Braniff, former president of 
Braniff Airlines, has been made general 
manager of Corporacion Aeronautique 
des Transportes, Torrcon, Mexico, 
which operates a Mexico City-El Paso 
line. The company is a subsidiary of 
Detroit Aircraft Corp. 

Maj. Reed G. Landis has been ap- 
pointed chairman of the aviation com- 
mittee of the Illinois Chamber of Com- 


J. W. Lewis, of Clark & Lewis, 
Omaha, Neb., has been elected president 
of Mid West Aviation Corp., succeed- 
ing Lawrence Enzminger, resigned. 
He will also continue his duties as 
treasurer of the company. 

M. A. Hutchinson, Syracuse, N. Y., 
has been made eastern district sales 
manager for American Eagle Aircraft 
Corp. He was formerly sales manager 
of Air Associates, Inc., and with the 
Whittelscy Mfg. Co. 

Lieut. Cog. Roscoe T urner has been 
appointed flying director of the aero- 
nautical experiment and development 
division of Gilmore Oil Co., Los Ange- 
les, Calif. 

George E. Shae, assistant purchas- 
ing agent for Southern Air Transport 
Division of American Airways, has been 
promoted to the position of purchasing 
agent for Robertson Division of Uni- 


A. R. Linn, formerly secretary of 
the Alameda Chamber of Commerce. 
Oakland, Calif., has been appointed 
assistant traffic manager for Western 
Air Express, with headquarters in San 
Francisco and Los Angeles. 

A. Alexander has been elected presi- 
dent of Greater Arlington Airport As- 
sociation, Akron, Ohio. 

Richard M. Mock, consulting engi- 
neer with Ernst Heinkel Flugzeugwerke 
G.m.b.H.. Warnemunde, Germany, dur- 
ing the past seven months, is in the 
United States on a business trip of four 
to six weeks. His headquarters are at 
107 West 86th Street, New York, N. Y. 
Mr. Mock was formerly engineer with 
the Bellanca Company, and before that 
technical editor of Aviation. 

driver, has joined the engineering staff 
' • ‘ ~ Engines. 


Detroit, Micl 


will devo 


■ his t 


; development of aircraft e 
superchargers. 

Edward Macauley has been ap- 
pointed sales manager of the aircraft 
division of the Packard Motor Car Co., 
Detroit, Mich., in charge of distribution 
of Packard Diesel engines. Kenneth 
J. D. Mundy, formerly with Skyways, 
Inc., Boston, has joined the Packard 
company’s aircraft division in the pro- 
duction department. 

James C. Elverson has been ap- 
pointed general manager of American 
Viscosimeter Co., Inc., New York, 
N. Y., subsidiary of General Motive 
Control, Inc. He’ was formerly general 
manager of the Motometer Co. The 


tures and distributes an instrument to 
measure the condition of oil in engines. 

J. T. Stewart II has been named 
chairman of the Omaha Chamber of 
Commerce committee in charge of pre- 
parations for the second annual Ne- 

Russell Ahrens is now traffic agent 
of Boeing System at Seattle, Wash., 
succeeding George Strehlke, resigned. 

Stuart Moit, southwestern manager 
of Fairchild Aviation Corp.. has been 
appointed vice-president of Fairchild 
American Photo Aerial Surveys, S. A., 
recently formed in Mexico City. 

H. Cutler has been made sales man- 
ager for the Universal Aviation Corp. 
at Memphis, Tenn. 

E. B. Anding, recently engineering 
test pilot for Berliner-Joyce Aircraft 
Corp., has joined the staff of Gates 
Plying Service, Inc., Holmes Airport, 
L. I., N. Y. 

Frank M. Burnside lias resigned 
from the pilot staff of Boeing Air 
Transport to become test pilot for Smith 
Engineering Co., Cleveland, Ohio, which 
is developing several new aircraft en- 
gines. 

Frank R. Yager, Boeing pilot, has 
been appointed a member of the Wyo- 
ming Aeronautics Board. 

F. B. McLeod, field i 




t Kansi 


■n transferred ti 

same position. He is succeeded 
City by Arthur Bodine. 
Carroll, W.A.E. traffic repre- 
itive at Kansas City, lias been 
iferred to Dallas, Tex., as district 


: Kans 


of tl 


Gage Mace, general n 
northwest division of Universal .avia- 
tion Corp., has been elected president 
of Minnesota Aircraft Association. 
Other officers elected were: Fred B, 
McMullen, vice-president: R. R. West, 
secretary-treasurer: L. W. Leir. 


i of t 


rs; J. 


Lilliland and L. J. Sohler, dirt 

Peter J. Brady and John Dwight 
Sullivan, New York City, have been 
appointed members of the New York 
State aviation commission. 

W. C. Noble, formerly with Flo 
Flying Service, has been made chief 
pilot of Atlantic Air College, Westfield 
(N. J.) airport. 

Charles Parker has been appointed 
chief pilot and instructor of the Gardner, 
Mass., Flying Club. 

Neil Bratt has been appointed sales 
manager for Curtiss-Wright Flying 
Service at Boston, succeeding William 
Harris, who has joined the traffic de- 
partment. 

R. Carter Guest has been appointed 
director of civil aviation in the province 
of British Columbia, with headquarters 

Julian Krantz has been appointed 
service manager at the airport operated 
by Wilkinson & Vance, Ripley. N. Y. 

S. F. Heckert, president of National 



Fireproofing Co., J. M. Hopwood, presi- 
dent of Hall Laboratories, Inc., and 
Charles V. Witt, president of Witt- 
Humphrey Steel Co., have been added 
to the board of directors of Main Aero- 
nautics Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Boeing’s Extended 
Passenger Line Ready 

SEATTLE (wash.)— Boeing System 
reports it is about ready for the sched- 
uled inauguration on May 1 of pas- 
senger-carrying on a large scale between 
San Francisco and Chicago. This serv- 

since early last year and at one time it 
was expected to be launched during last 
fall. Various operating difficulties made 
postponement to this spring appear wise 
and now both flying equipment and 
ground facilities are reported in an ad- 
vanced stage of preparation. 

The San Francisco-Chicago route has 
been primarily an ait’ mail service up 
to the present although, as is well 
known, Boeing has been able to accom- 
modate two and four passengers per trip 
in the special combination planes of the 
40-B-4 type. Passenger-carrying with 
these machines inevitably has been in- 
cidental to mail transportation. 

However, Boeing has done an out- 
standing job with passenger transporta- 
tion over one section of the route — that 
between San Francisco and Salt Lake 
City — where it has operated tri-engined 
equipment since August, 1928. For 
many months this section, although in- 

at night. This has provided valuable 
operations experience for the longer line 
about to be opened. In reality the new 
service is an extension of the above- 
mentioned San Francisco- Salt Lake City 
service to Chicago. 


The fare for the 1,943-mi. trip will be 
$200. This is slightly less than $0.10 
per mile but more than the majority of 
passengers lines are carrying under the 
prevailing low rates which average be- 
tween $0.05 and $0.07 per mile. Passen- 
gers will change planes at Cheyenne, 
which is one of the stops where meals 
will be served. Westbound passengers 
will have lunch in Omaha, dinner in 
Cheyenne and breakfast in San Fran- 
cisco. Eastbound passengers will have 
breakfast in Cheyenne arid lunch in 
Omaha. Five sets of pilots will be used 
on each trip. An innovation will be the 
employment of stewardesses instead of 
men attendants as has been customary 

It was expected that by May 1 com- 
plete two-way radio-phone equipment 
would have been installed and ready for 
service. The fourteen ground stations 
on the route are located at: Oakland, 
Sacramento, Reno, Elko, Salt Lake City, 
Rock Springs, Cheyenne, North Platte, 
Lincoln, Omaha, Des Moines, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa City and Aurora, III. 

Boeing, through its Pacific Air Trans- 
port, will begin carrying passengers on 


N. Y. State Commission Renewed 

ALBANY (n. y.)— T he New York 
state aviation commission, which has 
been functioning for about a year under 
the leadership of Senator J. Griswold 
Webb, has been continued by the voting 
of $40,000 funds for its operation. Its 
life is renewed on a temporary basis. 
Continuation of the state weather ob- 
servation system is assured, also. 

Ports Recommended 
For Phila. Territory 

PHILADELPHIA (pa.)— The estab- 
lishment or development of more than 
30 major airports were recommended in 
the report of an aviation committee of a 
regional planning federation which has 
been studying a co-ordinated develop- 
ment plan for the area included in what 
is known as the tri-state area of Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey and Delaware. It 
was proposed that the recently pur- 
chased Hog Island air-rail-marine ter- 
minal be a hub for this airport system. 
The proposal was regarded as merely 
stating a minimum needed for future 
operations but urged as many others 
as may be required. 

The committee recommended that in- 
dividual airports be built in accordance 
with the special aeronautical require- 
ments that would be made of them. 
This specialization could be an advance 
over present practice. Six airways from 
the Philadelphia area to Atlantic City, 
Bethlehem, Scranton, Syracuse, Buffalo 
and coastal cities south of here were 
recommended. Emphasis was given to 
the necessity of proper provision of 
ground facilities for highly developed 
air transportation systems of the future. 

Among the specific recommendations 
were: establishment of an airport in 
Northeast Philadelphia; a number of 
general aerial service bases in the Phila- 
delphia-Cainden Districts; a combined 
airplane and seaplane terminal at Wil- 
mington, Del.; development of Mercer 
Airport in Trenton, N. J. 


Hangar Fire Tests Started 

WASHINGTON (d. c.)— The series 
of exhaustive tests of sprinkler systems 
for hangar fire protection was launched 
Tuesday, April 22, at the Bureau of 
Standards here. The tests will con- 
tinue through Wednesday, April 30, 
and will include a simulation of every 
type of hangar fire possible under any 
condition. The tests are being staged 
under the auspices of the Fact-Finding 
Committee on Automatic Sprinkler 
Protection for Airplane Hangars, in an 
attempt to secure a common ground in 
the long-standing controversy as to the 
relative value of sprinklers in hangars. 


Watres Mail Bill 
Passed by House 

Amended Measure Gets 
Almost Unanimous Vote 
WASHINGTON (d. c.)— The Watres 
air mail bill passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives almost unanimously Monday 
afternoon, April 21. In greatly amended 
form the bill had been reported out of 
the House Post Offices and Roads Com- 
mittee on April 17. the day after it had 
been reintroduced into the committee for 
further consideration. 

From the speeches of the members it 
was evident that they regarded the bill 
as primarily a subsidy measure. If the 
bill becomes a law, Mr. Watres stated, 
the Post Office Department contein- 

postage, which will tend to counter- 
balance expenditures under the new bill. 

The Speaker of the House referred 
the bill to the Senate Post Office Com- 
mittee, which already has for its con- 
sideration the text of the original 
Watres bill, as introduced by Senator 
McNary. Immediately after the passage 
of the House bill the Senator was un- 
decided as to whether to withdraw or 
amend his bill. As we go to press it 
seems probable that the second edition 
of the Watres bill, as passed by the 
House, would receive primary consid- 
eration from the committee and be re- 
ported out within a few days. Senator 
Phipps, chairman, stated that if neces- 
sary a special meeting of the Committee 
would be called to dispose of the bill, 


In the new version, for which Repre- 
sentative Kelly is largely responsible, the 
competitive bidding feature is restored 
as regards air mail contract lines. 
Protection against stock promotion 
schemes organized to secure mail con- 

lines by the provision: "That where the 
air mail moving between the designated 
points does not exceed 25 cu.ft., or 225 
lb. per trip the Postmaster General may 
award to the lowest responsible bidder, 
who has owned and operated an air 

schedule over a distance of not less than 
400 mi. and for a period of not less than 
6 mo. prior to the advertisement for 
bids [our italics], a contract at a rate 
not to exceed $0.40 per mile for a weight 
space of 25 cu.ft., or 225 lb.” 

One cubic foot of space is computed 
to be the equivalent of 9 lb. of air mail. 
A maximum rate of $1.25 per mile is 
fixed for the cubic unit. Post Office 
Department officials estimate that this 
(Concluded on page S67) 
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A HANGAR is to be built at the Akron 
Municipal Airport by the Middle 
States Air Line, Inc. The building, 
which will be about 100x120 ft., will con- 
tain an office, school rooms, a repair 
shop, and waiting room in addition to 
plane* storage space. The Akron City 
Council has authorized the employment 
of architects to draw plans for an ad- 
ministration building to be built at the 
municipal port at a cost of about $40,000. 

At Havelock (Neb.), plans are being 
developed for a 320-acre airport, on 
which more than $500,000 will be spent. 
The port is to be named Union Field and 
is expected to be ready for use by 1931. 
A. $50,000 hangar, $100,000 administra- 
tion building, complete lighting equip- 
ment, and a repair shop arc among the 
features planned for the port. 

Fairfax Airports, Inc., Kansas City. 
Kan., has preliminary plans completed 
for construction of a reinforced concrete 
administration and terminal building at 
Rosencrans Field, St. Joseph, Mo., to be 
40x115 ft. and cost about $40,000. 

The Board of Park Commissioners 
of Wichita, Kan., is considering bids 
for the erection of a three-story admin- 
istration building, measuring 81x238 ft., 
at the Municipal Airport to cost about 
$225,000. 

Grading and filling at St. Louis Mu- 
nicipal Airport is almost complete with 
the result that the port now has available 
approximately 360 acres of level landing 

At Council Bluffs (la.) Municipal 
Airport, drainage tile is being installed 
on the N.W.-S.E. runway. Thirteen 
carloads of tile will be used for the 

Lincoln, Neb., is considering bids for 
establishment of a pump house at the 
municipal airport. 

DeWitt, la., has decided to establish 
a municipal airport. 

Fort Worth (Tex.) Municipal Air- 
port is to have a three-story building 
containing offices, waiting rooms, a res- 
taurant, baggage and mail assorting 
rooms, and a weather bureau. W. G. 
Clarkson, architect, is drafting plans for 
the building which will measure 130x 
245 ft. 

The Nashville (Tenn.) Advisory 
Committee has recommended that $2,500 
be spent for advance engineering work- 
on the proposed municipal airport. A 
$1,000,000 bond issue for the project 
will be voted upon in June. 

The McAllen (Tex.) Airport advi- 
sory board has let a contract to the 
International Derrick and Construction 
Co. of Columbus, Ohio, for construction 
of an all-steel, six-plane hangar measur- 
ing 50 ft. square. 

Waco, Tex., is to have a 228-acre air- 
port located 14 blocks from the city 
hall when the plans of the newly in- 
corporated Air Services, Inc., material- 
ize. The port is to be known as Cen-Tex 
Field. 

The Greenville (S. C.) Municipal 


Airport is undergoing improvements in 
the way of grading and top-soiling, and 
will soon install lighting. Expenditures 
to the amount of $40,000 are planned. 

At the Curtis- Wright Field, Dal- 
worth, midway between Dallas and Fort 
Worth, Tex., the International Airways 
Corp. will erect administration build- 
ings, hangars, etc., in the near future. 

Birmingham (Ala.) City Commission 
will take bids soon on improvements for 
the 300-acre municipal airport, to in- 
clude administration building and 

Lynchburg, Va., is considering bids 
for construction of 60x80-ft. hangar at 
the municipal airport, and alternate bids 
for a hangar measuring 60x60 ft. 

Florence (Ala.) Officials have se- 
lected a 160-acre site for a municipal 
airport, work on which will begin 
shortly. 

Work on the Natchitoches (La.) 
Municipal Airport started recently. 
About $35,000 is to be spent on the field, 
which comprises 200 acres. 

The city of Knoxville, Tenn., has ap- 
propriated $18,000 for the construction 
of hangars at the McGhee Tyson Air- 

At Memphis (Tenn.) Municipal Air- 
port a concrete apron to be constructed 
in front of the city hangar at a cost of 
about $5,000. 

The Dermott (Ark.) City Council re- 
cently voted $250 and the Chamber of 
Commerce, $500 for improving the local 


At Westport, Conn., a S-mi.sq. land- 
ing field is being developed on the prop- 
erty of the Longshore Beach and 
Country Club. It is said that 60,000 
tons of mud are being pumped onto the 
field for surfacing. Adjoining the field 
is a yacht basin where seaplanes may 
alight. 

A 100-acre tract at Ripley, N. Y„ 
has been acquired by Wilkinson & 
Vance of North East, Pa., and will be 
developed as an airport. Present plans 
call for the expenditure of $30,000 for 
a three-plane hangar, three runways, and 
lighting equipment. 

Preliminary plans for an airport at 
Mt. Morris, N. Y.. are being developed 
by M. H. Mann, president of Mann 
Bros., Inc. Two runways, a hangar, and 
a lighting system are projected at a 
cos t of approximately $40,000. 

Middletown (Pa.) Air Corps Depot 
has been designated a permanent post, 
it has been reported, and all the tem- 
porary buildings on the reservation will 
be replaced by modern, permanent struc- 

A 60-acre field near Rouzcrvillc. Pa- 
is being developed as a commercial air- 
port by A. C. Pottorff. Eight runways, 
each 4.000 ft. long, and an eight-plane 
hangar are planned. 

Work of grading the Waterbury 
(Conn.) Airport will be resumed 
shortly, it is announced. A contract for 
$100,000 for conditioning the field has 
been awarded to the Nott Plant Co. 
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The Lcwistown (Pa.) Aircraft and 
Airways, Inc., has leased a 70-acre tract 
of land 3 mi. west of the city and has 
begun the construction of an 80 x 80 
ft., concrete hangar. 

The York (Pa.) Flying Service has 
leased a 40-acre tract to serve as head- 
quarters for its projected flying 
operations. 

The London (Ont.) Airport will 
shortly have constructed three additional 
runways of approximately 3,000-ft. each. 

Pottsville, Pa., is to have a municipal 
airport located within 20-min. of the city 
and consisting of 600 acres. 


At Wold-Chamberlain Field, Minne- 
apolis, the Skelly Oil Co. has leased a 
100 x 150-ft. plot, adjoining the flying 
field on one side and an auto driveway 
on the other, on which it will erect a 
combination plane and automobile filling 
station. 

At the John R. Airport, Detroit, 
Mich., operated by the Robert H. An- 
derson Co., a twenty-plane hangar is 
under construction, and a 3,000-ft. run- 
way is being graded. 

The Greenville (Mich.) Association 
of Commerce has selected a 160-acrc site 


Klamath Falls, Ore., is reported to 
have voted funds for construction of an 
airport, and to have let the contract for 
clearing the site. A $15,000 hangar is 
included in the improvements to be 
made. 

The city engineer of Kingfisher, 
Okla., has prepared preliminary plans 
for a $25,000 hangar to be erected at the 
municipal airport. 

Leveling at the Boise (Idaho) Mu- 
nicipal Airport is reported to be vir- 
tually complete, and a system of 
drainage is being installed. 

North Bend. Ore., has had a tliree- 
plane hangar built on its recently ac- 
quired 250-acre airport. A road to the 
port is now under construction. 

The City Council of Tucson, Ariz., 
has let the contract for construction of a 
municipal airport building for adminis- 
tration purposes. 

At the Santa Paula (Calif.) Airport, 
James Shive has begun the erection of 
six frame and corrugated iron hangars. 

Blackwell, Okla.. is considering the 
establishment of $25,000 airport, includ- 
ing erection of hangar. 

The Los Angeles Bureau of Construc- 
tion will erect a 133x200 ft. hangar at 
the municipal airport. 

At the Exeter (Calif.) Airport, a 50x 
60-ft. hangar is under construction. 


Airports Dedicated 

April 9-10 Troy (Ala.) Municipal 
Airport; April 11-13 Curtiss- Wright 
field at Dalworth, Tex., between Dallas 
and Forth Worth; April 12 Ajo (Ariz.) 
Municipal Airport: April 12-13 Sacra- 
mento (Calif.) Municipal Airport; 
April 20 Descanso Park field/near San 
Diego, Calif. 
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P.A.A. Gets Contract 
For Venezuela Service 

NEW YORK (N.Y.)— Pan American 
Airways has secured from the Venezuela 
government a contract covering the 
transportation of air mail and passengers 
to and from Venezuela. This will in- 
crease considerably the effectiveness of 
the Pan-American system along the 
north coast of South America as hereto- 
fore the planes on the Cristobal-Curacoa 
line had to fly past the Venezuela coast 
cities to Curacoa without stopping. The 
new service will be launched between 
April 25 and May 2. 

Maracaibo and Puerto Cabello will be 
the new ports of call. The line is oper- 
ated on a weekly basis and was launched 
June 21, last year. Pan American ex- 
pects eventually to push it through to 
Paramaribo in Dutch Guiana, thus 
making a complete circle around the 
Caribbean area. The Venezuelan con- 
tract will run for five years and Pan 
American has options of renewing for 
two additional five-year periods. 


International Starts Coast Line 

LOS ANGELES (calif.) — Regular 
Los Angeles-Ensenada, Mexico, pas- 
senger service was inaugurated by Inter- 
national Air Transport. Ltd., on April 
12, using the Savoia-Marchetti S-55 
twin-engine, sixteen-passenger flying 
boat. Scheduled flights start on Wednes- 
days and Saturdays at 1 p.m. from Los 
Angeles Harbor, with return trips on; 
subsequent Thursdays and Sundays from 
Ensenada, Lower California. The com- 
pany has projected coastline air routes 
to extend along the coast of North, 
Central and South America from Seattle 
through San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
San Diego, Ensenada, La Paz, Mazatlan, 
La Union, Panama, Callao, Iguiquc, 
La Serena, to a southern terminus at 
Valparaiso. Additional Savoia-Mar- 
chetti planes are on order and the sea- 
plane service along the Pacific Coast 
will be extended as rapidly as equipment 
can be provided, according to officials 



Varney to Carry Passengers Soon 

PORTLAND (ore.)— Early in May 
Varney Air Lines will institute a pas- 

maif line between Portland anil Salt 
Lake City, Leon D. Cuddeback, vice- 
president in charge of operations, has 
announced. Passengers will be carried 
in the same plane as the mail, using five 
Boeing 40-B-4’s. Varney first planned 
to carry the mail in separate planes 
and buy tri-engined Fokkers for pas- 
sengers! However, for the time being, 
the Boeing planes will be employed. 
Varney has just celebrated its fourth 
birthday. Its first load of air mail was 
carried over its first route, from Pasco, 
Wash., to Elko, New, on April 6, 1926. 
The line now connects Seattle, Tacoma, 
Portland, Pasco, Spokane, Boise, Ida., 
and Salt Lake City. 


Sprinkler Saves Planes at Newark 

NEWARK (n. j.)— The deluge sys- 
tem demonstrated before a large group 
of airports specialists last fall upon 
completion of the Colonial hangar here 
recently went into action when a short 
circuit started a blaze within the wing 
of a Fairchild. The fire was confined 
to the wing and the tail surfaces, against 
which the wing had been folded. A 
Sikorsky, Ford another Fairchild and a 
Douglas escaped undamaged and the 
loss on the burned plane was limited to 
a few hundred dollars. 


Alaskan Weather 
Service to be Installed 

WASHINGTON (d. c.)— Six hundred 
miles of Alaskan airway are to be pro- 
vided with government weather service, 
work commencing July 1. C. J. Mc- 
Gregor, assistant meteorologist, who has 
had charge of weather observations at 
Bolling Field, has been assigned the 2-yr. 
task of developing a weather service on 
the airway between Nome and Fair- 

No weather forecast facilities exist at 
Nome, but there is a station at Fair- 
banks. A first class acrological and 
general weather station is to be estab- 
lished at Nome, probably about July 1. 
After the Nome station is in operation 
twelve or fifteen substations will be set 
up along the 600-mi. route between that 
city and Fairbanks. Control points will 
he at the two cities, with radio com- 
munication with secondary stations along 
and off the course for the gathering and 
broadcasting of weather bulletins. 


Colonial Reports Records 

NEW YORK (n.y.)— C olonial division 
of American Airways, Inc., completed 
the first year of its airport service be- 
tween this city and Boston on April 15. 
During that period, the company reports 
10,607 passengers were carried. The 
busiest six-day period during the first 
week of April when 453 were carried. 
Three round trips daily are made now 
instead of the original two and extra 
sections are often necessary. During 
eighteen months of operation completed 
March 31, planes operated by Canadian 
Colonial Airways between New York 
and Montreal were flown 338,500 mi- 
carrying 215,999 lb. of mail, 1,068 
passengers, and 4,837 lb. of express, with- 
out loss or injury. The route is oper- 
ated daily in each direction on the same 
schedule as when it was inaugurated. 


Okla. to Have New Services 

TULSA (okla.)— Beginning May 15, 
the recently organized Oklahoma Short 
Lines Airways, Inc., will operate Fok- 
ker Universal over three routes entirely 
within the state. They will radiate from 
Oklahoma City in northern, southern 
and western directions. Twice daily 
service will be maintained. Schedules 
and routings will be announced later. 
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W.A.E. Dedicates 
Its Los Angeles Port 

LOS^ ANGELES ^ (calif.)— Western 

its fourth anniversary with the dedica- 
tion of its new $1, 000,000 I.os^ Angeles 

time] on Valley Blvd., near Alhambra, 
approximately 6 mi. east of downtown 

dedication of the new airport and the 
new $100,000 four-story passenger 
depot, regular Los Angeles-San Fran- 
cisco passenger service was inaugurated 
with two Fokker F-32 transports. The 
dedication ceremonies were held on 
April 17, 18 and 19. 

An exhibit of aircraft and aeronautical 
products displayed in the new automobile 
garage and on the field itself was one 
of the features. Exhibitors included: 
Stinson Aircraft Corp.; American Air- 
craft Corp.; Associated Aircraft, Inc.; 
Detroit Aircraft Corp. ; Rogers Aircraft, 
Inc.; Emsco Aircraft Corp.; Ogden 
Aeronautical Corp.; Solar Aircraft Co.; 
Douglas Aircraft Co.; Lockheed Air- 
craft Co. ; Bowlus Sailplane Co. ; Evans 
Glider Co. ; Hogdkinson Aircraft Corp. ; 
Axelson Aircraft Engine Co.; Kinner 
Airplane and Motor Corp. ; and Menasco 
Motors Co. Other exhibitors were : 
Aviation. Aero Digest, Western Fly- 
ing. Dr. T. C. Young, D. E. McDaneld, 
Standard Flying Schools, Pacific Air- 
motive Corp., Richfield Oil Co.. B. F. 
Goodrich Rubber Co., Western Auto 
Supply, Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., 
Gruss Air Spring Co., Nicholas-Beazley 
Airplane Co., Bendix Aviation Corp., 
Western College of Aeronautics, Oder- 
Nox Co., Bowman and Co., and Pennzoil. 


The new Los Angeles terminal of 
W.A.E., is located on a 188-acre tract 
of land adjoining Valley Boulevard and 
the Pacific Electric interurban line. It 
has been under construction for ap- 
proximately 1 vr. A single oil surfaced 
runway 500 ft.' wide and 3,500 ft. long 
extends diagonally across the field in a 
northeast-southwest direction. Taxi 
lanes and loading or warming up plat- 
forms are either oil surfaced or paved. 

The passenger and administration 
building is four stories high and sur- 1 
mounted by a copper sheathed dis-' 
patcher’s cupola. It combines a large 
central passenger lobby and waiting 
room with ticket offices, administration 

room, weather bureau, and dispatcher’s 
tower. Complete night lighting equip- 
ment is in use on the airport and regular 
operations are conducted after dark' 
with both mail and passenger planes. 

W.A.E. began operations April 17,' 

1926, by inaugurating an air mail serv- 
ice between Los Angeles and Salt Lake 
City, using Douglas mail planes. In 
May, 1926, passenger service was' 
inaugurated over this route whenever 
mail loads permitted. In December. 

1927, the company took over the air majl 
line, between Cheyenne, Denver, Colo* 
rado Springs, and Pueblo. 


Henderson Discusses c 

Controversy With United S& tr 




secretary, Henry 

NEW YORK (n. y.) — Col. Paul K ™f Ff T'vSdT^ion, 1 ", 

Henderson, vice-president aiid general Jr., Charles u Lawranm, J. cheever Cow- 
manager of National Air Transport, in ?fc„? a ho f ,or p|^ nl ? n u ^ 
an exclusive interview with a represen- bridge Callaway, James c. Willson. - 


kitchen: 


present struggle for the control of that 

company on the healthy development of Council Bluffs Work Starts 

ssssas sst- — 

lighting equipment for the new $80,000 
municipal airport here started April 14, 
and will be completed, according to the 
contracts, within 70 days. The Boyne 
Construction Co. was given the contract 
for installing a complete drainage sys- 
tem for two runways, each 2,600x200 ft., 
on a bid of $11,397.65. Boyne also will 
build the runways at a cost of $19,661 
each. A slag surface treated with oil 
will be used. Flynn Electric Co., local 
representatives for General Electric, 
e awarded the contract for the light- 
system at a price of $9,672.84. The 

tractors must guarantee to obtain an 

® A rating in lighting. The equipment 
will include trenchlay cable, tip-over 


present r t I me 'and 1^ mge'nt ^eed* rurther 
support. The i p os t r7ss^Uir^GCT0ral^ls^gohlg 

Utm'of Oto splendid 2? transport^ sO-uctnre 
th "At‘uils'crltiS>| ( hour a flRht^orTnanclai 
control, conducted in the arena of Wall 

«^S^?“TSSSSSSf 2AS/S “ 






^ . .ir transportaUon for^passong^ 


The latest development, as Aviation 
goes to press, is the announcement 
of United’s calling of a special stock- 
holders’ meeting at Wilmington, Del., 
May 7. United is able to call this ‘ ‘ 


Air Ferries States 
Analysis of Traffic 

SAN FRANCISCO (calif.)— Air 
Ferries, Ltd., which has attracted con- 
siderable attention by its phenomenal 
traffic patronage in the short time since 
its inauguration, recently made an anal- 
ysis of this traffic with extremely inter- 
thought csting results. A questionnaire was 
trades. pres ented all passengers during a period 
of seven average traffic days between 
Feb. 26 and March ” J r ~" — 1 — 


Twin Gties-Spokane 
Line to Open May 15 

MINNEAPOLIS (minn.)— Arrange- 
ments have been completed for opening 
about May 15 a passenger service be- 
tween the" Twin Cities and Spokane, 
Wash., Julius Perlt, manager of the 
eastern division of Mamer Air Trans- 
port, has announced here. Plans for the 
line have been in the making for 2J yr., 
but details were not settled until a recent 
visit here of officials of the line, includ- 
ing N. B. Mamer, operations manager. 

Special Buhl air sedans, each powered 
with a Wasp and carrying five pas- 
sengers, will be used between the Twin 
Cities and Butte, Mont. Tri-engined 
Fords will be used on the hop over the 
Rocky Mountains between Butte and 
Spokane. These will be powered with 
Wasps, also. 

The service will be operated on a 
12-hr. basis, with planes leaving both 
termini at about 8 a.m. daily. Stops will 
be made at Aberdeen, S. D., Miles City, 
Billings, Butte and Missoula, Mont., in 
addition to Minneapolis, St. Paul and 
Spokane. The route is approximately 
1,200 mi. long. Maximum altitude re- 
quired for crossing the Continental 
divide will be only 6,000 ft. Emergency 
landing fields are being placed approxi- 
mately every 10 mi. through the moun- 
tains. Between Butte and Minneapolis 
the country is rolling terrain, allowing 
landing in case of emergency almost 
anywhere. 

The company is known to be estab- 
lishing this line in preparation for the 
anticipated northern transcontinental air 
mail route, under consideration by postal 
authorities. It plans to be able to show 
a favorable operating record when bid- 
ding for such a mail contract opens. 


land 


7 and the following 
'The line 
co. Oak- 


Vallejo.] 
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3 th day m ° f servlce * 
'becomlng^'TmbltuaP gassanpra 
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meet- wer0 boun 

least one-fifth After o 
of the outstanding N.A.T. stock, claim- persons** 
ing that it owns 375,000 shares of the and wer, 

650,000 shares outstanding. ried app 

According to the letter announcing never been up to fl 

the meeting, United plans at that time e entage P of the traffle cor 
to take up the proposed issuance of traded by •• ~ 

N.A.T. stock for Eastern Air Trans- ^^ n §eamerand“dect?lc"traln are'dS 
port stock (the issuance having been g^uso *5£.*3 
prevented when onginall) planned ... 

through an injunction secured by 

United), and proposed (by United) “ n | s 

amendments to the by-laws which would 
make it possible for a director of 
N.A.T. to be removed with or without 
cause by the vote of the majority of 
stockholders and prohibit the amend- 
ment of the company's by-laws by the 

directors, f See Aviation for April 19] nw„ ■ !’ 

At a meeting of the N A T directors 
April IS the following officers were If 

elected, according to the reports: i;» 1! ; 1 ur < («m>.bea.u«of wno*iy 

Chairman of board. Making 6m airplane Sjibt *01 


Boeing Line Ready 

(Continued from page S63) 
the night mail run between San Fran- 
and Los Angeles on May 1, also. 
Los Angeles-Seattle line has been 
.. to passengers with the exception of 
San Francisco-Los Angeles section. 
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IIIIIH Airway Briefs 'HIM 


Cleveland, Ohio, has requested the 
services of an expert from the Aero- 
nautics Branch to aid in selecting a site 
for a downtown lakcfront airport. 


Gifford Flying Service h 
to operate the city-owned 
the Beaumont (Tex.) Mi 
port, and will pay the c 


A company is reported formed in 
Port Huron, Mich., for the purpose of 
opening an amphibion service between 
that city and Detroit. 

The Journal-Gasetle, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., has published a table giving eleva- 
tion, latitude and longitude of principal 
cities in the United States, together 
with distance and difference in latitude 
and longitude from Fort Wayne. Re- 
prints have been distributed to Indiana 
pilots. 

Nashville, Tenn., will hold a special 


West Coast Air Transport has put 
into operation a low wave length point 
to point radio communication system 
between Portland, Seattle, Montague. 
Calif., and San Francisco. 


Frank P. Bell, formerly of Varney 
Air Lines, has opened an airplane sup- 
ply office in hangar No. 4, Portland 
(Ore.) airport 

Thompson Aeronautical Corp., has 
decided to install code rather than voice 
radio sets in amphibion planes operated 
between Cleveland and Detroit. The 
planes will be equipped to receive voice 
signals, however. 

Of 62 airports in the United States 
surfaced with asphaltic oils during 1929, 
28, were surfaced by Gilmore Oil Co., 
Los Angeles, Calif., according to a 
recent report. 

Two enlisted men from the Anny 
meteorological station at Kelly Field 
have been sent to Midland, Tex., to 
operate the new meteorological station 
there. The Army has also donated a 
hangar, which is being moved from 
Fort Bliss, and other Army personnel 
will help operate the field. 

Buffalo (N. Y.) airport advisory 
board has recommended reductions in 
the proposed expenditures^ for the ma- 

Thompson Aeronautical Corp., which 
resumes its Detroit-Cleveland service 
April 28, will charge $15 fare each way. 
In addition to the company's regular 
amphibions, a Stinson Detroiter plane 
with Packard Diesel engine will be used. 

An experimental air mail service 
from Lethbridge, Alta., to Vancouver, 
B. C., via Crows Nest Pass, will be 
operated this summer by the Dominion 
Government. 


Admission of commercial pilots to 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engi- 
neers was discussed at the recent con- 
vention of the Western Union of the 


Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers at 
Vancouver. It will be taken up at the 
Triennial International Convention, 
Cleveland, Ohio, June 2. 

Glider flights have been forbidden 
at Jacksonville, Fla., municipal airport, 
because of danger of interference with 
regular plane traffic. 

White Bros. Co., a cotton firm, has 
offered $200 per month and upkeep for 
lease of the Little Rock (Ark.) Air 
Intermediate Depot. The only other bid 
received by the War Department came 
from Command-Aire Air Services, Inc. 
New bids may be called for. 

Both of the proposed sites for a New 
Orleans airport, on the east and west 
sides of the Industrial Canal, offer pos- 
sibilities for development as a major 
airport, according to a report by Mar- 
shall C. Hoppin, Aeronautics Branch 
airport specialist. 

The Aeronautics Bureau of the Young 
Men’s Business Club of New Orleans 
has launched a campaign for air mail 
service between New Orleans and Chi- 
cago. A. Adair Watters has been re- 
elected president of the Bureau. 

Fares between San Diego and Yuma, 
Aria., via Standard Airlines division of 
W.A.E., have been reduced about twenty 
per cent, to $18 one way and $32.40 
round trip. 

West Coast Air Transport has re- 
duced its fare from Portland or San 
Francisco to Montague, Calif., the half- 
way point, by $5. The new rate is $25. 


Representative Larry W. Hughes, 
author of the Tennessee airport bill, will 
spend two weeks touring the state to 
survey airport sites. The bill provides 
an appropriation of $50,000 annually 
from the state gasoline tax? 

Western Air Express inaugurated a 
schedule of three round trips daily be- 
tween Los Angeles and San Francisco, 




Southern Division of American Air- 
ways, Inc., carried 2,678 passengers 
during March, as compared with 2,608 
during the ten months of operation in 
1929. 


A new booklet giving rules and regu- 
lations for Boston Airport has been 
distributed to local pilots, each of whom 
is required to sign a receipt for it. 


The Graf Zeppelin will pay a landing 
fee of $5,000 to cover handling and 
storage at Lakehurst, N. J., on its next 
trip. Of this amount, $3,000 covers cost 
of preparation and handling; $2,000 is 
for use of grounds and mooring mast 
for 24 hr. It is agreed also that a 
$15,000 guarantee will be posted, and 
$1,000 will be paid for each 24 hr. if 
the ship is behind schedule. 

Failure of the city of Buffalo, N. Y., 
to carry out a reduction in height of 
the airport heating plant smokestack 
has led the Aeronautics Branch to de- 
lay operation of the radio beacon there 
until July 1. 

Pacific Air Transport, which uses 
Boeing planes, reports an average speed 
of 115 m.p.h. for operations during 


March. 
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Watres Mail Bill 
Passes House 


rate of payment will reduce the average 
cost per mile from $1.05 to $0.72. In 
the case of the Boston-New York run, 
however, a loss of only $572 would be 
suffered by the company on the amount 
of mail carried in a month such as last 
January, should the maximum rate be 
awarded. During that month 6,912 lb. 
were carried, with a revenue to the 
company of $20,735. Figured on the 

mum rate of the new system the 192-mi. 
run would bring in $19,162. 

The certificate plan is continued in 
the new bill, with the interpolation that 
rates are to be fixed by the Postmaster 
General from time to time, at least an- 
nually, and that he shall publish in 
his annual report his reasons for the 
continuance or the modification of any 
rates, but that such rates shall not ex- 
ceed $1.25 per mi. 

In the arrangement with the pas- 
senger lines tlie statement is made that 
whenever sufficient air mail is not avail- 
able, first-class mail matter may be 
added to make up the maximum load 
specified in the contract. 

Authority for the extension or con- 


fer the extension of domestic routes into 
Canada for a distance of 150 mi. from 
the boundary line, is granted the Post- 
in the first draft of the Watres bill. 


was added to the bill by the powerful 
House Committee on Rules. It states: 
"After July 1, 1931, the Postmaster 
General shall not enter into contracts 
tor the transportation of mail between 

such service unless the contract air mail 
appropriation proposed to be obligated 
therewith is sufficient to care for such 
contracts, and all other obligations 
against such appropriation, without i 


aency 


thert 


[The 


language of this clausi 
cifically to provide against the procure- 
ment of deficiency appropriations. — Ed.] 
Representative Wood, chairman of the 

has indicated his opposition to the bill. 
The Post Office Department collaborated 
on the new version and approves it. 
Mr. Brown has stated that he thought 
savings effected by the new plan of 
compensation would be sufficient to en- 
able the Post Office Department to estab- 
lish the southern transcontinental route 
as soon as lighting has been completed 


Advertisements have been sent out on 
five routes now in operation on which 
contracts expire May 5, 1930. As the 
new contracts are only for 2 mo., with 
service obligatory on May 6, there is 
little doubt but they will be awarded to 
the present contractors now operating 
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FOREIGN ACTIVITIES 



Announce Complete 
Light Plane Tour Rules 

PARIS (France; — Complete rules 
governing the 1930 -Challenge de 
Tourisme International.” which will 
be held July 20-Aug. 7, have been 
published by the F.A.I. There are 

those previously announced (Aviation, 
March 15. 1930, p. 549). Besides 


granted by a nation affiliated with the 
F.A.I., competing planes must have a 
minimum load factor of five for pulling 


equipped with the 
fireproof bulkhe 
airspeed indicatoi 


tachometer, altim 


follow 


: part; 


- (excel 


(unless spare is carried). Engines 
will be sealed at the beginning of the 
trials, and a broken seal entails a 
penalty of 30 points. Final scores will 
be a percentage of the maximum 
numbers of points allowed, as follows: 
reliability during tour, 75 points ; speed 
during tour, 195 points; practical 
qualities, 140 points ; take-off and land- 
ing performance. 60 points; fuel con- 
sumption t 


>tal point 
and the winner n 


t 500, 
it 300. 


Technical tests will take place at 
Berlin Aug. 1-7, following the tour 

Since there are different scales of 

(maximum weights empty 710 lb. and 
1.014 lb., including 15 per cent allow- 
ance from F.A.I. classifications), the 
winners will be placed regardless of 
category. Prizes are offered as fol- 
lows: first, 100,000 francs ($3,920); 
second, 50,000 francs ($1,960) ; third, 
25,000 francs ($980): fourth. 15,000 
francs ($588) : fifth to twentieth. 10,000 
francs ($392). Many other national 
and international prizes are also offered. 

The regular closing date for entries 
was April 15. They will be received 
until May 15. however, upon payment 
of double fee ($78.40). Only members 
of the participating national organ- 
izations mav enter, but pilots from 
other countries wishing to compete may 
join any one of these clubs, which are 
as follows : Aero-C'uh von Deutsch- 
land; Federacion Aeronautica Espa- 
nola; Aero-Dub dc France; Royal 
Aero Dub of the United Kingdom ; 
Aeroklub Rzeczypospolite Polskie; 
Schweizer Aero-Club : Aeroklub Re- 
publiky Ceskoslovenske. 


Ras Tafari Buys Sibour Plane 

ADDIS ABABA (abyssinia)— Ras 

chased the Moth plane used by the 
Vicomte and Vicomtesse de Sibour on 
their flight to this country. Before per- 
mission for the flight was granted', they 
were required to give the King an 
option of purchase, and to paint the 
Abyssinian flag on fuselage and wings. 

tion on arrival, and presented with a 
gold coin especially struck to commemo- 
rate their visit, being stamped with an 
image of the King's head on one side, 
and a plane on the reverse. The only 
other plane in this country, flown by a 
French pilot, was recently the chief 
instrument in quelling a rebellion when 
a bomb from the plane killed the rebel 


Publish 1929 French 
Airline Subsidy Data 

PARIS (France)— Government sub- 
sidies to French air transport lines 
average more than 75 per cent of their 
total earnings, according to figures 
recently given out by M. Voilin during 
a discussion of the air budget in the 
Chamber of Deputies. This high per- 
centage maintains in each of the four 
companies which are subsidized. The 
figures, given approximately in dol- 
lars, are as follows : 


Four French Firms 
Develop New Planes 

PARIS (France) — Eight new French 

ready for tests. Four of these are being 
developed by Breguet: Br. 360 T, a 
tri-engined sesquiplane with total of 
470 hp.; Br. 401 T, similar to the last 
but with 750 hp. ; a multi-place battle 
plane; and a new long-range plane in- 
tended for use in an attempt on the 
distance record. All four of these, as 
well as the Br. 270 military two-seater 
recently completed, are of steel con- 
struction, a method recently adopted by 
the company. 

Avions Caudron has just completed a 
new open cockpit biplane, the C.232, 
with folding wings. The first model is 
fitted with a 95 hp. Renault in-line air- 
cooled engine, but Salmson, Lorraine, 
and Michel engines may be fitted alter- 
natively. Maximum designed speed is 
100 m.p.h., with 80 m.p.h. cruising speed 
and endurance of 4 hr. The Peyret 
works are completing a second Mau- 
boussin monoplane, following the suc- 
cess of the first in capturing four F.A.I. 
International Records. The new model 
is a two-seater cabin machine, using a 
40 hp. Salmson engine. M. Abraham 
is having constructed an original light 
plane to use a 100 hp. six-cylinder in- 
line watercooled Hispano-Suiza engine. 


British Develop Flight Recorder 



Rohrbaeh Firm Passes Crisis 

BERLIN (GERMANY)— In a special in- 

of Aviation, Dr. Adolf Rohrbaeh. 
president of Rohrbaeh Metal Airplane 
Co., stated that the company is now 
definitely out of its financial difficulties, 
and preparing for increased production. 
It was explained that these difficulties 
were due largely to the fact that an 
anticipated government subsidy of $73,- 
000 was unexpectedly reduced last fall 
to $24,000 (not $240,000, as errone- 
ously reported in Aviation Feb. 15). 
Since the recent purchase by Dr. Rohr- 
bach and his brother of the company 
stock which was held by the German 
Government, all salaries and the ac- 
counts of smaller creditors have been 
paid. Payment has been received on 
account for the Romar flying boat under 
construction for the French Govern- 
ment, and other orders are in prospect. 


FARNSBOROUGH (engi-and) — 
Royal Aircraft Establishment has devel- 
oped a combination moving picture cam- 
era and automatic control for recording 
the movements of aircraft in all types of 
maneuvers. The device consists essen- 
tially of a lightproof compartment with 
an illuminated baseplate on which are 
mounted altimeter, chronometer, tachom- 
eter, air speed indicator, thermometer, 
and cross levels, upon which is focused 
a special moving picture camera oper- 
ated by clockwork. The whole is con- 
trolled either by a push-button or an 
automatic interruptor switch. 


Junkers G-38 Makes Records 

DESSAU (Germany) — Five new Inter- 
national Records are claimed for the 
Junkers G-38, piloted by Capt. Wilhelm 
Zimmermann. Carrying a useful load 
of five metric tons (11,000 lb.) the plane 
covered 100 km. at 184.46 km. per hour 
(114 m.p.h.) ; covered 500 km. at 172 
km. per hour (108.6 m.p.h.) ; established 
an endurance record of 3 hr. 2 min., a 
distance record of 501.4 km. (310.6 mi.) 
and a speed record of 206 km. per hour 
(127.7 m.p.h.) 
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Mill' Foreign Briefs ■■■‘"Will 

The French Bleriot company has 
built a monoplane designed for a cruis- 
ing endurance of 9,000 mi. It will be 
used in an attempted Paris-Tokio non- 
stop, flight. It will carry 1,500 gal. of 
gasoline. 

Berks, Bucks & Oxon Aero Club, 
Woodley, England, held an air meet 
recently to celebrate the opening of its 
new clubhouse and grounds. Miss 
Winifred Spooner, in a Gipsy Moth, 
won the 30-mi. feature race. 

Lord Thompson. British Air Minister, 
will probably be the only passenger on 
the proposed flight of the dirigible R.100 
to Canada next month. Maj. J. H. 
Scott, once commander of the R.34, will 
command the R.100. 

According to the terms of contract 
for building a branch factory of Curtiss 
Aeroplane & Motor Co. at Los Cerillos, 
Cuba (Aviation, March 29), the Cuban 
Government agrees to buy twenty 
Curtiss Falcon planes for $531,802.80, 
and replacement parts to a total value 
of $57,666. Construction work on the 
factory has been started. 

Scadta has announced plans for open- 
ing a third route in Colombia, from 
Puerto Barrio to Medellin, a distance of 
125 mi. 

Mexican Association of Aeronautics 
has appointed a technical advisory 
council of which the members are : Gen. 
Juan F. Azcarate, Col. Pablo Sidar, 
Col. Samuel C. Rojas, Col. Castillo 
Breton, Col. Gustavo Leon, Col. Alberto 
Lezama, Col. Roberto Fierro, Col. 
Augustin Castrejon. 

Cuban pilots must be licensed by the 
Government, according to a recent de- 
cree. Six types of license, including 
that to glider pilots, arc issued. 

French Federation Nationale Aero- 
nautique will held its first congress at 
Oran May 5-10. 

Covering 4,345 km. (2,695 mi.) in 
30 hr. 25 min. in a Latccocre 28 sea- 
plane, M. Mermoz of the French Com- 
pagnie Generale Aeropostale is reported 
to have broken the International closed 

and the French duration record. The 
plane has a Hispano-Suiza 600 hp. 
engine. M. Mermoz was accompanied 
by a navigator and a radio operator. 

The Bank of France is now using 
planes regularly for gold shipments, 
except to and from London. 

An airline between Trieste and 
Genoa, Italy, was inaugurated April 16 
by S.I.S.A., using C.A.M.S. 22 sea- 
planes. The journey is made by plane 
in 3 hr., as compared with 13 hr. by 

Luft Hansa will resume service this 
summer between Holland and Switz- 
erland, as well as Holland and Prague, 
Czechoslovakia. 

Over 20,000 passengers have been 
carried by K.N.I.L.M., Royal Nether- 
lands Indian Airways, since inaugura- 
tion of service Nov. 1, 1929. Twice 
daily runs are made between Batavia 


and Bandoeng. Other routes are Bata- 
via-Singapore and Batavia-Sourabaya. 

Flight - Lieutenants Boothman and 
Long have been selected to pilot the 


Moteurs Salmson is developing a 
300 lip. radial engine, which will give 
the firm a complete line with the follow- 
ing ratings : 40, 95, 120, 230, 300, 520 hp. 

The Duchess of Bedford reached Cape 
Town April 19, completing the first half 
of her round-trip flight from Croydon 
half a day ahead of schedule. 

A motor car using a rocket motor 
invented by Dr. Paul Heylandt, pro- 
ducing explosions by mixing liquid 
oxygen and gasoline, has attained a 
speed of 50 m.p.h., and the inventor, 
with the aid of Max Valier, intends to 
install it in a light plane. 


Port Belem, State of Para, Brazil, and 
Rio Grande do Sul, have been named 
as airports of entry by the Brazilian 


an airport in the center of London have 
been abandoned, at least for the present. 
The Waterloo station roof project was 
found to be too expensive. 

While Mile. Lena Bernstein failed in 
a recent attempt to break the feminine 
endurance record, Mme. Maryse Bastie, 
present record-holder, has purchased 
a Klemm plane with Salmson engine 
with which she expects to improve the 
mark she set last fall. 


Aero Club de France has awarded 
gold medals to Pierre Clerget, engine 
designer, and M. Mermoz, chief pilot 
for Cie. Gle. Aeropostale. 

Avions Farman has formed a sub- 
work, aerial photography, and adver- 
tising. Farman 190 planes will be used. 

New airports have been built at Cor- 
bieres. near Carcassone, and St. Gatien, 
near Deauville, France. 

General Ferrie is president of a per- 
manent committee for aeronautical sci- 
entific and technical questions recently 
formed under French Government spon- 

The new Handley Page airport at 
Radlett, England, is complete and ready 
for use. There are several unusuallv 
large hangars at the port, capable of 
accommodating the new Handley Page 
40-passenger transport planes. 

The Czechoslovakian military aircraft 
factory Letany has sent a plane to China 
for demonstration, and Avia company 
has sent another to Japan. 

The Swiss Government has obtained 
right to manufacture Italian Salvator 

Officials of the Junkers Company deny 
reports that the firm is negotiating for 
rights to produce Wright engines. 

Plans are being made for establish- 
ment of a passenger, mail and express 
service by flying boat between Vera 
Cruz and Progreso, Yucatan, Mexico. 
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English Lords Debate 
Expansion of Air Force 

LONDON (England) — Reduction of 
the British Army and Navy as a pos- 
sible result of strengthening the Air 
Force was debated recently in the House 
of Lords by Lord Trenchard, former 
Air Chief Marshal, and Lord Thomson, 
Air Minister. The former maintained 
that large economies could be achieved 
by replacing other services with aircraft, 
as has been done in Mesopotamia, the 
northwest frontier of India, Aden and 
the Sudan. He pointed out that the 
range and mobility of planes made it 
possible to quell disturbances before 
they had a chance to get really started, 
with a minumum of cost in casualties 

Lord Thomson, while admitting that 
an inquiry into the cost of substituting 
the Air Force for other services is now 

of developing commercial aviation, engi- 
neering and manufacturing facilities. 
He said that while the total increase in 
British air power is small compared 
with other countries, the Air Force at 
present is large enough to act as a 

fence consists largely of interception 
and reprisal. Lord Thomson also ex- 
pressed his belief that an appreciable 
increase in the equipment of the Air 
Force would be unjustified at present, 
because types of aircraft are changing 
so rapidly. He pointed out also that 
the international situation is not at all 
threatening at this time. The Air Min- 
ister's speech was apparently very favor- 
ably received. 


Start London-Belgium Night Line 

LONDON (England) — Night mail and 
passenger service has been inaugurated 
on regular schedule between this city 
and Brussels by sabena. Tri-engined 
Fokker F. VII A planes leave in each 
direction nightly at 10 p.m. These 
planes, which carry eight passengers 
and mail, are built under license in 
Belgium, using 200 hp. Bristol engines 
budt under license in France. In order 
to make the service possible, beacons 
of 3.000,000 cp. each have been installed 
at Erp-Meire, Saint Denis, and Oost- 
camp. Smaller beacons have been 
placed every 10 mi. along the coast from 
Ostend to Dunkirk. 


Offers Prize for Channel Glide 

LONDON (England) — A prize of 
$4,860 for the first British pilot who 
flies a British glider across the English 
Channel between June 1, 1930, and May 
31, 1932, has been offered by A. J. A. 
Wallace Barr, on behalf of Cellon, Ltd., 
makers of dopes and fabrics. In 1922, 
Mr. Barr offered a prize of $250 for a 
glide of 50 mi. in a straight line by a 
British pilot, which its still open. The 
prizes are to be competed for under the 
rules of the Royal Aero Club. 
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Larger Payloads 

To the Editor: 

Having just read with considerable 
interest the last issue of Aviation, 

I feel that, despite the general ex- 
cellence of your publication, I must 
take issue with the writers of several 
of the articles. 

The first is, “The Salesman’s Job,” 
by Karl E. Voelter, and I do not agree 
with his stand that the general public 
is not air-minded. 

In my limited experience of thir- 
teen years, I have found that the air- 
mindedness idea is not nearly as vital 
as the idea of the one way pocket 
book. As an ex-army pilot, barn- 
' stormer and commercial operator, both 
in this country and Canada, I have 
found that the main factor in gov- 
erning air mindedness Was the price 
of the ride. 

That idea holds true today just as 
much as it has since the conclusion 
of the World War. The big trans- 
port companies were not getting full 
loads until they reduced the tariff so 
that it was fairly close or even lower 
than the railway fares. Since these 
companies have reduced the fares, 
Colonial, for instance, has put on two 
extra runs between New York and 
Boston. T. A. T., I understand, has 
tripled its business and for a similar 
reason many other lines are running 
to capacity. 

That, I think, proves to some ex- 
tent, that it is not a question of air- 
min'dcdness but a question of price. 
In other words, aviation’s next step 
is to educate the public to the idea 
that flying is not for the millionaire 
alone, but also belongs to the hoi- 
polloi, or what have you. 

In the second place — in regard to 
the designs for 1930: 

Your contributors all seem to be ot 
the opinion that the planes of the 
coming year will not be of larger 
size or greater carrying capacity. 

To my mind the salvation of air 
transportation is the carrying of more 
passengers and larger payloads than 
we are doing at present. Another 
idea (which I suppose is equally fan 
tastic) is that of placing the manu- 
facture of planes on a mass produc- 
tion basis for the purpose of lowering 
costs to a reasonable basis. 

As we all know, the cost of large 
planes to the buyer today is out ot 

Si proporllm to ttoir «*•*' 

tion costs, and the same thing may 
said of engines. The manufactur 
at the present tir *" ’ 


tion back during the course of a year, 
rather than by looking forward and 
distributing this cost over a period of 

Gordon K. Berry 
[formerly E.F.C. and R.A.F.] 
Concord, N. H. 


Newspapers and Aeronautics 

To the Editor: 

It is generally acknowledged that 
the newspapers of today can, and do, 
influence the public to a great extent; 
but is this influence used in the proper 
way ? Aeronautics is the youngest and 
fastest growing of any of the enter- 
prises of the United States; it has 
idvanced by leaps and bounds, and 
promises to revolutionize transporta- 
tion in this country and in other 
countries. With the above facts in 
view, just think how much the news- 
papers could do for the further ad- 
vancement of this enterprise. 

If a pilot is killed while thrilling a 
crowd with his daring stunts, glaring 
headlines appear in newspapers all 
over the country before the dust has 
settled at the scene of the ^accident, 

are made just for the sake of “news.” 
On the other hand, the many advance- 
ments and successful achievements in 
the field of Aeronautics remain in the 
dark as far as the public is concerned, 
or are given a short space on one of 
the back pages. As far as automobiles 
are concerned, so many people are 
killed by them that it is becoming a 
thing of every-day occurrence, and 
only a small portion of them make an 
interesting “write-up.” 

I am very sure the newspapers could 
help the further advancement of Aero- 
: nautics a great deal if their influence 
is used in the proper way. 

Lloyd M. "Elderdice, 
Westminster, Mi. 
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be reasonably intelligent co-oper: 
with the press, we believe that just 
reason for complaint against the form 
' it reports will gradually but 
as steadily disappear. — E d.] 


Increased Safety 
To the Editor : 

We appear at this time to be passing 
through a sort of epidemic of air- 
plane accidents which is, of course, 
having it’s effect upon the attitude of 
the non-flying public toward com- 
mercial aviation. It is a serious con- 
dition, without a doubt, and those 
bearing the responsibility of air 
transport operations are greatly con- 
cerning themselves with the causes of 
these accidents and steps for their 
avoidance in the future. From their 
standpoint the experiences arc not 

But the responsibility does not rest 
solely with the operator whose equip- 

facturers of this equipment. It is a 
responsibility which should and indeed 
must be borne by each and every one 
of us engaged in aeronautical work. 
This seeming epidemic is a call to 
arms; an alarm to keep us from nap- 
ping. Our problems are not yet solved 
and no one in this industry of ours 
can afford to shirk his part in this 
responsibility. We have got to make 
aircraft operation safer. We have 
got to relieve the airplane pilot of 
die terrific human element which still 
plays so important a part in the safe 
flying of today's aircraft. And it is, 




[Mr. Elderdi 

many of those prominen. ... 
nautical work have shared. It 

selves primarily with the form of a 
newspaper report of an accident is 
to concentrate upon a superficial 
manifestation rather than upon its 
underiving cause. If constant effort 
be applied to a genuine increase m 
safety of aviation and if there be 
similarly intensive effort to persuade 
public opinion to accept aviation 


: effort 


for ' 




engine 


problem. 

The purpose of this letter is to put 
forth a plea for what I would term 
fundamental thinking in aeronautical 
engineering and design. It is too 
early to lay down rules as to what 
shape our airplanes must assume. 
” ' planes today look as they 

believing that this is how they are to 
look. I will agree that 

looking any different. But the danger 
mes when we cease to think funda- 
tntally. 

Great credit is due all those engi- 
ers who entered and presented for 
.~st aircraft of new design in the 
Guggenheim Safe Aircraft Competi- 
They, each and everyone, had 

ourage to think fundamentally in 

spite of the somewhat stereotyped 
form of the great majority of our air- 
planes today. 

An opinion as to whether or not 
aircraft of the future will take on a 
different form has no bearing upon 
this topic. Provided we are really 


thinking fundamentally about 
gineering problems and are not 
mining our abilities to be cii 
scribed and limited by what wi 
others have done before, we 


per- 
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make short work of the problem of 
safety in air transportation but not 
otherwise. The only way to do this is 
for the engineer to be positive that 
every step he takes is right; not be- 
cause someone else has done it that 
way before but because it is funda- 
mentally sound. By thinking funda- 
mentally we broaden our scope of 
possibility a thousand fold. 

W. Laurence LePage, 
Kellctt Aircraft Corp., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


[We welcome Mr. LePage’s letter as 
symptomatic of a rapidly growing 
appreciation among engineers and 
executives of the vital importance of 
safety work. It is by no means neces- 
sary to become panicky or to concur 
in an overestimate of the dangers of 
aviation to feel that the key to our 
future lies largely in the steady in- 
crease of safety and in persuading the 
general public that the increase is 
being made good. Keeping that 
object clearly before us, we can 
thoroughly concur in Mr. LePage’s 
remarks. — E d.] 


New Ideas or Good Ideas 

To the Editor: 

I would like to pass a comment on 
the article in March 1st issue m 
Aviation which appeared on your edi- 
torial page. 

In my mind of thinking it appears 
to me that the writer of this article has 
placed himself in the position of being 
the type of person that would like to 
see the young generation at the old 
shovel handle that was so common in 
years gone by. 

And may I also state that it takes 
science to use a shovel, and I doubt 
very much if he could use one. 

It seems to me that this writer’s mind 
runs in a very narrow channel, and has 
taken upon himself to write upon a 
subject that he does not understand 
quite clearly, although I may be mis- 

I am very much interested in avia- 
tion at all angles and have been since 
1916 and I wish to state that I have 
followed it very closely. 

I do not think it at all fair and 

picious intruders and the many other 
things the writer of the said article 


I think it a very poor principle for 
a writer to take the time to discourage 
new ideas, because if you will just 
think back as far as 1903 you will find 
that a bicycle man and a printer gave 
you what you have today. 

It has always been my opinion that 
the outsider and not an engineer would 
some day find a new principle, some- 
thing that would better the present day 
planes' performance, and if that be the 
case it will have to be the so-called 
coiner or whatever the writer would 
like to call him. 

The reason for this, is just this, be- 
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cause I think that due to the training 
of the engineering departments, an 
out and out engineer is side tracked on 
a one-way track and he thinks he has 
to follow it, and so keeps on in hopes 
that he may find a way to better him- 
self and that’s just the main reason he 
thinks the outside should be washed out. 

It is not a fault, its a habit, a habit 
to duplicate the same old story book 
with a new bound cover in hopes it 
may be better. 

You will please note that I do not 
condemn the present day type plane in 
any way whatever, but if there is a 
new idea I personally believe it should 

I think the writer of the article in 
that March 1st issue should be a trifle 
broadminded and be more careful how 
he points his fiery message. 

He should be forgiven as accidents 
happen to the best of us or may I say 
mistakes. 

I wish you would please let me have 
the name of this person that writes so 
great a masterpiece, it surely must 
have been a mental strain, as I can’t 
see any reason why a writer should go 
hay wire over an obsolete design. 

Clinton A. Schmaling, 

The Port Chester Press, 
Port Chester, N. Y. 


al Flight," The Macmillan Company, 
'08. The larger required the full 
over of a 90-hp. steam engine to turn 
e propellers. It was set up in the 
Maxim-Nordenfelt factory in Erith. 
The speed of the issuing air column, as 
measured with the pressure on a flat 
late, was 40 miles per hour. My 
ecollection is that this was checked by 
n anemometer. 

To those interested in the ^early 

other books. These are Chanute’s 
Progress in Flying Machines, 1894, 
and Astra Castra by Hatton Turnor, 
Chapman & Hall, London, 1865. The 
latter, a bulky tome, contains an ex- 
cellent woodcut of Henson's machine 
in flight. Naturally, the illustration is 
an imaginary conception of the artist, 
as the Henson model made its only 
flights by gliding along a wire in the 
Crystal Palace. Few know that Lil- 
lienthal was developing a power glider 
before his death. I saw this glider in 
his “hangar” in 1894. 

E. W. Roberts, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Flying Courses and Sales 




[The foregoing letter refers t< 

As should have been apparent 
one who read it, it was direct® _ 
the plainly fraudulent or dangerously 
ignorant activities of certain pro- 
moters who pursue a campaign of mis- 
representation to sell to the public 
stock in ideas demonstrably unsound. 
For the inventor with some knowledge 
of what he is doing, and handicapped 
by public conservatism or by lack of 
funds, we have nothing but sympathy 

and we would do anything i 

power to assist him. For the in 
handicapped by his own ignorance and 
clinging to an absurd delusion, 
of which Washington is full, w 
helpless pity, for his ailment is usually 
incurable and he is immune to advice 

and the quack we entertain a loathing 
for which we make no apology to Mr. 
Schmaling or anybody else. — Ed.] 


Early Aeronautics 

To the Editor : 

I have just returned from the De- 
troit show, which I enjoyed to the full, 
and find my copy of Aviation. 

I wish to compliment Mr. Hodgins 
on his review of MacMahon’s book. 
I am amused that the author claims 
that the Wright's were the originators 
of the wind tunnel. I designed a wind 
tunnel for Maxim in 1894 with a three- 
foot square “Throat.” This was not 
the first, as Maxim had already built 
a small one previously. Both of these 
wind tunnels are described and illus- 
trated in Maxim's "Artificial and Nat- 


To the Editor: 

1 certainly hope that you will not 
think that I am badgering or heckling 

letters, but you committed a heresy in 
this one of the 11th, which we can't 
let go by. 

You said this “The plan of having a 
dealer throw a flying course in with 
the plane will no doubt be an excellent 

Heresy, first, because you talk of a 
"flying course," and second, because 
it sounds like a cheap bargain sale in 
"throwing something in” with the 
deal! 1 ! 

Please note that our dealer docs not 
give a "flving course” with the sale 
of an airplane. He avoids discussion 
of such a serious thing and simply 
arranges to show his customer how 
to fly the airplane (incidentally, he has 
found it good business to do a 
thorough job of showing, but since 
flying is not difficult, there is no 
necessity for discussion of “flying 
courses.” in this particular connec- 

The business of showing the cus- 

the sale of that airplane, and hence 
should not be represented as a bargain 
sale, as this is not thrown in as part 
of the deal. It is just one of the 
natural things and part of the good 
business of selling airplanes to people 
who have not previously been flying. 

I am not. as you may think, an 
advocate of cold-blooded murdering of 
the dear public, but I do not see why 
we, in the industry, should so busily 
set up all sorts of real and imaginary 
difficulties and regulations to hinder 
the progress of that industry, and I 
don’t see why we should assume that 
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the average man is so anxious to kill 
himself. 

Our friends in the automobile busi- 
ness cheerfully sell a hundred-mile-an- 
hour automobile to the maimed, halt 
and blind, and think nothing of it 
(here in the State of Ohio there are 
no driver's requirements, and 1,700,000 
automobiles). You can do wonderful 
things to yourself in these fast, out- 
board motor boats, yet I can buy one 
without having to get a "course of in- 
struction.” Even your iceless refrig- 
erator can gas you at home. 

Now I am not a Bolshevik and I 
am not against all regulation, but let’s 
at least make it as easy as possible for 
the public to buy its airplanes — and to 
fly them too. 

Robert E. Lees, 
Sales Manager, 

The Waco Aircraft Company. 

[The foregoing letter is the final in- 
stallment of a correspondence between 
Mr. Lees and the editor of Aviation 
upon the conditions of flight training 
and the aura of difficulty with which 
the art of flying is hinged about. It 
grew out of some objections by Mr. 
Lees to the editorial note placed upon 
the letter of Mr. Worcester published 
in Aviation for December 21, 1929. 
Mr. Lees is in principle in accord with 
the writer of that communication that 
flying is being unnecessarily made to 
appear more difficult than is the fact. 
We still stand to our guns on the 
inadvisability of any Towering of 
present licensing requirements and the 
impracticability of materially simplify- 
ing flying courses as now given in the 
best-manager schools (we do not par- 
ticularly care whether they be referred 
to as flying courses or whether, as 
Mr. Lees suggests, some other term 
should be employed), but we are in 
hearty agreement with Mr. Lees upon 
the desirability of eliminating from 
aviation any suggestion of the black 
art or of a need of superhuman quali- 
fications for its practice — Ed.] 


Efficient Fuel 

To the Editor : 

Please accept our heartiest con- 
gratulations on your editorial "Better 
Fuel and Less of It” appearing in the 
current issue [Feb. 8th] of Aviation. 

As you probably know the writer 
has spent the better part of the past 
two years working on the development 
of more efficient aviation fuels, 
believing that until such fuels had been 
developed and made available to the 
industry the advancement in motor 
design would be handicapped. 

Wien the Army and Navy finally 
accepted the anti-knock standards as a 
criterion of quality for aviation fuels, 
relegating specifications to a secondary 
position, it marked the first real step 
forward in the advancement of com- 

Thcrc is yet a lot of work to be 
done to give us the utmost in fuel 


efficiency but I firmly believe that the 
new anti-knock standards adopted by 

renew interest of the oil companies in 
the development of finer and better 
fuels for the modern aviation motor. 

I also believe that chemical engineer- 
ing will develop means for refining 

qualities than those we now have and 
that this development will make 
unnecessary the use of "dopes” for 
eliminating detonation. 

California gasolines are noted for 
their high anti-knock qualities and are 
today leading in preference by the 
industry from this quality alone. 
Fighting grade aviation gasoline is 
made from California crudes that far 
surpass the old war time standards and 
because of its increased volatility is 
much better for present day needs 
than the doped domestic aviation 
grades. 

Now that you have started this 
thought of better aviation fuels I 
sincerely hope the agitation will be 
continued for the real benefit of the 
whole aviation and oil industries. 

Fred L. Foster, 
Mgr. Aviation Dept., 
Richfield Oil Corp. 


Power Plar 

To the Editor: 

I have followed your 
some time and would lik 
give me an expression 


plants which may be 


industry. However I am well versed 
' i aerodynamics and aircraft design 
s far as it is possible to be by fol- 
lowing everything written and pub- 
lished for the last four years. 

e hear a lot about multiple engine 
s, single twin and tri-motor. But 
only William Mitchell expressed n 






propeller at the nose, 
to the liquid cooled motor also. Nat- 
urally the radial motor is not adapted 
to grouping as is the V type. It seems 
to me the wide use of air cooled 
radials is due to the fact that engini 
do not know of a practical hook-up 
for grouping and transmitting power 
without the use of gears, belts, chains, 
friction disks, universal joints, clutches 
and die like which will increase not 
only weight but introduce intolerable 
mechanical difficulties. 

It may seem strange to learn that it 
is possible to hook up two or more V 
motors to a single prop at the nose 
with engine out of sight and thrust 
where wanted, and not employ gears, 
chains, belts or friction drive, or uni- 
versal joints and the like. I have used 
this transmission which is original and 
no doubt patentable in special work. 
Here are some of the advantages. 

Cheap, light weight, simple, posi- 
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tive, and 95 per cent efficient. No 
lubrication troubles. Any horsepower 
and speed or speed reduction. No 
noise or vibration, back lash or 
resonant vibration. Is not effected by 
structural twisting, self aligning and 

cushioned at most any angle to thrust 
and as far as I can see I can't find 
a single objection. It may be there is 
a defect some where that I never 
heard of. 

When I look at a tri-motored plane 
with the fabric off, it is far from simple, 
being very complicated considering the 
power plants. Wires tubes controls 

impossible to service. When I see a 
mechanic on a step ladder or upside 
down between struts in a hangar in 
zero weather I feel like staying on the 
ground. Why not have a central 
power plant with simple direct layout, 


lo start thr 
With oi 


e in flight ? Why struggle 
e motors, when, one started, 
be connected in ? 

: third the weight of the 
ship in a power unit it becomes a 
small matter to adjust the C.G. of the 
ship, and I don’t know of any one 
thing that needs watching closer than 
this variable which is supposed to be 
fixed. In a crash the demon of destruc- 
ss, speed. (jMW). It’s 
the power plant that wrecks the ship. 
Why fasten everything here and 
'o the fuselage? Why have the 
of mass of the power plant so 
far ahead of the C.G. that its presence 
is necessary to balance the rest of the 
ship and dampen longitudinal control? 

As I see it the radial air cooled has 
the floor and the design of ships 


lim 


and up again! 


wall. 


Weight is serious enough to the 
designer but look at him spend his 
pounds on wing motors. The extras 
would offset a real transmission and 
cooling system, to 
loss in efficiency. 


it the n: 


l for 


cal 


speed and a streamlined fuselage 
power plant and all. and if one motor 
complains cut it and go on or have 
mechanic look it over, for landing 
fields will never be handy. 

W. C. Ricketts, Dayton, Ohio. 


Doing the Pilot’s Thinking 

To the Editor: 

I wish to emit a howl of protest at 
the editorial in your February 8th 
issue, entitled “On Doing the Pilot's 
Thinking for Him.” Of course it is 
quite impossible, as you say in your 
editorial, to publish rules governing 
the safe operation of aircraft in every 
possible situation. (That’s one reason 
for the fact that airplane pilots have 
more accidents than, say, locomotive 
engineers.) Yet, in spite of the fact 
that we obviously cannot legislate- 
pilots into safe flying methods, I be- 
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lieve the new Department of Com- j 
merce rules requiring transport planes 
to maintain an altitude of 500 feet will 
be useful ; not because 500 feet, exactly, 
is necessarily a safe altitude, and not 
because the pilots need more advice 
and criticism than they already get, 
but for quite different reasons. 

You state that accidents result from 
insufficient competence somewhere 
along the line. Yet many of our worst 
accidents in bad weather flying in- 
volved pilots wild had excellent train- 
ing, long experience, and wonderful 
flying records. Why do they fly into 
dangerous weather with a load of pas- 
sengers? 

After considerable experience flying 
both mail and passengers on sched- 
uled routes, I feel qualified to suggest 
several possible causes. First: to 

please their employers, who naturally 
want to maintain high operating per- 
centages. Second : to avoid the incon- 
venience and discomfort to their pas- 
sengers when they are dumped off in 
some inaccessible intermediate field. 
Third: because pilots are, in most 
cases, paid by the mile, and like manu- 
facturers, senators, and editors, they 
want to make money. Last, and most 
fatal of all, because of the rivalry 
among pilots flying the same routes. 
Many a pilot, when his better judg- 
ment tells him to turn back and land, 
scrapes along the tree tops mile after 
mile because of the knowledge that 
another pilot is ahead of him, or be- 
hind him, or coming from the opposite 
direction, and this other fellow may 
get through ! This is especially true 
of the pilot of comparatively limited 
experience, flying a route along with 
older pilots. The new man feels that 
he has to prove that he’s “good,” and 
he will not sit down in an intermediate 
field and let another man fly over him 
if he can help it. I know perfectly 
well that if you ask pilots about this, 
they will tell you that it isn’t so ; that 
they don’t care what the other fellow 
does, etc., etc. . . . But I know better. 

A law which prohibits flying pas- 
senger ships under a minimum safe 
altitude protects the pilot from the 
displeasure of his employer, from the 
criticisms of his passengers, and from 
his own pride in his bad weather fly- 
ing ability. It gives him complete 
justification for landing whenever the 
weather is dangerous, and he has the 
satisfaction of saying that he could 
easily have finished the trip, and would 
have, except that he couldn’t afford to 
break the law and pay a fine or have 
his license suspended. The law com- 
pletely justifies him, befriends him, 
and supports him, and many a pilot 
who would not admit it is secretly 
glad of the enactment of this new rule. 

Please do not misunderstand me in 
this matter of bad weather flying. The 
solution lies not in flying close to the 
ground in bad weather, and landing 
when the weather is dangerous, but in 
climbing up through the stuff and 
riding the beacon into a clear terminal 
as the mail pilots do— and they do a > 
splendid job of it. But the mail pilot, f 


| who flies alone, and sits on a para- 
chute, can do a lot of things that pas- 
senger transport pilots shouldn't do — 
yet. The fact remains that only a 
few routes, (and too few pilots), are 
fully equipped for this type of flying, 
and that in bad weather one sees pas- « 
senger ships flying close to the ground 

Leroy Manning, 

Chief Pilot, 

Ford Motor Co. 

[It is a pleasure to print Mr. Man- 
ning's very competent and forceful 
retort to our editorial on detailed 
piloting rules. He probably has the 
majority with him, and we recognize 
the strength of the points that he 
urges. They do, however, leave us 
unconvinced. Rather do they seem to 
us to strengthen the argument that we 
have already made about the impor- 
tance of getting pilots who really have 
good judgment and will use it. There 
is the keenest rivalry for speed records 
among the captains of ocean liners, 
yet we do not believe that it will lead 
the type of man who commands the 
Leviathan, the Bremen, or the Ma- 
jestic to keep driving ahead at a dan- 
gerous pace through fog. He would 
far rather sacrifice the record than to 
take a chance, because it has been bred 
into his very inmost fibre through his 


The Air and the Land 

A ide from all the special intricacies 
of Queens politics and of the Roth- 
stein memory, the Regional Plan’s pro- 
posal for a combined airport and civil 
center near Maspeth has raised one 
broad and still unsolved problem. 
Admirable as it is from aviation’s 
standpoint to establish an airport at 
the heart of things, desirable as it may 
be for air passengers and city planners, 
does any one really want an airport 
so situated ? The Regional Plan's pro- 
posed airport would have full rail con- 
nections; it would be within fifteen 
minutes’ travel from a large part of 
the metropolitan area; it would itself 
be the center of a developing com- 
munity, and it would enable Queens 
Borough officials to depart from their 
very doors by air to almost any section 
of the country at any time they pleased. 
Yet President Harvey’s comment is 
that an airport next to the civic center 
would be too noisy to be considered. 

The East River landing stage for 
seaplanes met violent objection, on the 
score of noise and of possible danger, 
from near-by residents; it was first 
> driven up toward Spuyten Duyvil and 
i at last compelled to take refuge beneath 
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whole experience at sea that safety of 
life is the first consideration. We need 
to have that same spirit in airplane 
pilots, and we believe that it can be 
instilled, but it must be done in gen- 
eral terms and by their own employers, 
' not with specific injunction by the De- 
partment of Commerce. We would be 
the last to condone dangerous flying. 
Mr. Manning says that “in bad 
weather one sees passenger ships flying 
loo close to the ground.” We have 
seen them. We have seen them from 
the ground and also from a seat in 
the passenger cabin, and we have not 
enjoyed it. Nevertheless, we feel that 
the remedy is first in picking and 
training men whose natural impulse is 
lo display reasonable caution, and sec- 
ond, and exceedingly important, in 
making it perfectly and unquestion- 
ably clear to them that their company 
expects them to show caution and will 
always back them up if they do. 

Mr. Manning's parallel with the 
locomotive engineer is an excellent 
one. He operates under conditions so 
uniform and subject to such constant 
communication and control that he 
can be given running orders that cover 
almost every exigency. It cannot be 
done at sea, and it cannot be done in 
the air. We should be loath to see ex- 
periments pushed too far in that direc- 
tion. — Ed.] 


the somewhat remote shelter of the 
Statue of Liberty. Even in the smaller 
communities near New York airports 
have brought a certain amount of 

in their wake. The precise effect of an 
airport on surrounding property and 

city planning are still uncertain and 
arc made even more so by the un- 
certainty in the development of the 
airplane itself. Does the airport 
belong, like a railway freight yard, 
in the industrial section of the town; 
or, like a railway .passenger terminal, 
in the business center, or should it 
properly be assimilated with the res- 
idential section, like a parkway ? 

Suppose Queens should ultimately 
develop like Manhattan. If today 
either City Hall Park, for example, 
or the lower end of Central Park were 
an airport, the condition would be 
almost intolerable, both on account of 
the noise and because the airplane is 
still a potential danger to the ground, 
especially where there is not a large 
amount of open country available for 
emergency landing. On the other 
hand, planes may be silenced within a 
few years and their landing speeds so 
much reduced as to change the safety 


Editorial Comment 
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factor very much. Who can be sure? 
It has been pointed out that land can 
be developed for airports with the idea 
of ultimately turning it into park land 

point which would justify this. Per- 
haps that is an answer, although the 
difficulty of ejecting railroads from 
locations that have become highly 
valuable with the passage of years 
suggests the possible result of such a 
method in dealing with our newest 
form of transportation. 

—New York Herald-Tribune. 


for long flights assorted mails can be 
collected and distributed on a route 
comprising a dozen cities without 
stopping the planes. Airmail service 
can be utilized for distribution over 
wide areas from central points, ver- 
itable rural delivery by air. 

The novelty of today is the com- 
monplace of tomorrow. The airplane 
is no longer an object of curiosity. It 
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makes a violent noise, or is in trouble 
and doing strange things in the air. 
The airplane mail is regarded as 
an established feature of the postal 
service. Deliveries and collections in 
flight will be the usual feautre of the 
service in a short while. 

—Washington (D. C.) Star. 


Abstracts and Reviews 


Non-Stop Airmail Service 

T ests were conducted yesterday at 
Hoover Field, near this city, of a 
new device for the dropping and 
taking on of mail pouches by airplanes 
in flight. The operation of the ap- 
pliance, a broad-mouthed chute into 

and from which the "going” pouch is 
taken with the plane traveling at 
eighty miles an hour, appears to have 
been fully satisfactory. Thus is avia- 
tion as a practical means of transport 
advanced by successive developments. 


This 


r of t 


early devices for the transfer of n 
pouches to moving trains. Before this 
mode of handling was provided it was 
necessary to halt all trains at stations 

haps only a single letter. Otherwise 
the mails moved out only once a day, 
by strictly “local” service. A swing- 
ing-arm projector was contrived, 
forming a hook upon which the bag 
was hung, laterally, with the open end 
on the side of the train’s direction. An 
engaging hook was attached to the 
inside wall of the mail car to catch the 
hanging bag and swing it into the car 
The first devices were rather crude, 
but they worked — usually. Sometimes 


the train. Or the engaging hoo 
the mail car did not function quit 
time and “missed” the bag. Bu 
the whole it was an advance. I 
came improvements, until now the 
patch of mails without the halting of 
trains is practically perfect. 

In recent years outgoing mails from 
rural post offices have in considerable 
the 




larger points of transport or distribu- 
tion by means of motor buses. It is 
no longer necessary, in such instances, 
to wait for a stopping railroad ti 
or to hang the bag on its post tc 
switched off by a hook. Postal ser 
was being greatly speeded when the 
airplane came into service for e 
quicker transport of letters. 

If the new device, now undergoing 
test, makes good in practical use it 
will be possible to drop mails across 
country with the precision of the rail- 
road service and at greater speed. 
With planes large enough to carry fuel 


British Requirements 

Certificates of Airworthiness. Pa- 
per read before the Royal Aeronautical 
Society Jan. 23 by H. B. Howard, of 
the Airworthiness Department of the 
Air Ministry. Reported by C. G. Grey 
in The Aeroplane. 


quently the most generally criti- 
cized, of the requirements for the 
British Airworthiness Certificate for 
Aircraft have to do with take-off and 
lb performance. Public passenger 
carriers must clear 65J ft. within 
1,640 ft. of the starting point, and 
other planes (except in special ca- 
' :gories) must clear the same height 
i 1,970 ft. These two classifications 
lust climb to 1,380 ft. and 1,180 ft., 
respectively, in 3 min. The lecture: 
explained that the take-off require 

of high-speed, heavily loaded types, 
while the barrier test limits the weight 
of the lightly loaded, slower types. 


It v 
kind at 


l that 


font 




ticularly in the tropics and at high 
altitudes. A number of those present, 
notably Handley Page, Captain de 
Havilland, and C. C. Walker, chief 
engineer of the De Havilland Com- 
pany, expressed themselves strongly 
as believing that these requirements 
should be eliminated, leaving the 
estion of safety in performance ' 
craft builders and operating cc 
, nies. A number of other persi 
present expressed the opinion t 
iresent requirements for the Air- 
worthiness Certificate may be too 
itrict, and tend to hamper the British 
manufacturer in competing with for 
eign firms. 

In contrast to this, J. S. Buchanan, 
Assistant Director of Supply and Re- 
search, said that every British plane 
v being built in the United States 
I to be stiffened up to meet Amer- 
n stress requirements. Another 
speaker said that this was also t 
of American machines sold in Eng- 
land, but others commented unfav 
ably upon British emphasis on str 
calculations as compared with tc 
to destruction which are relied upon 
in other countries. [Not to any con- 


siderable extent in the United States — 
Ed.] Mr. Howard, both in his lec- 
ture and his reply, defended the 
British requirements, and said that 
they could not be relaxed until more 
is known of stresses under conditions 
of acceleration, as well as the possible 
stresses which may be imposed upon 
given types of aircraft in commercial 
operation. However, he said that the 
8,000,000 mi. flown by British airlines 
without a structural failure might 
indicate that the safety factor was 
too high, rather than exactly right 
While structural failure is blamed 
for 5J per cent of British airplane ac- 
cidents, Mr. Howard said that only 
one accident, the failure of a wing- 
structure during acrobatics, could 
have been prevented by reasonable 
airworthiness requirements, and that 
happened to a plane of which many 
similar models have been extensively 
flown without another recorded fail- 


r those who 


Neither the lecturer nc 
commented felt that 
safety conventions could satisfactorily 
be substituted for British require- 
ments, or that England should be will- 

national agreement on the subject. 
[This accords with general American 
opinion, but is a little surprising from 
a country that has ratified the Inter- 
national Air Navigation Convention. 
— Ed.] Some opinions were to the 
effect that British prestige is en- 
hanced by the stiffness of the require- 

catc, but Sir Sefton Branckcr regretted 

pushing sales. Recognition of air- 
worthiness certificates issued in other 
countries by reciprocal agreement was 
recommended, at least for some cases, 
A few of those present thought that 
insurance requirements might be sub- 
stituted for government regulation, 
but Mr. Howard disagreed, and 
pointed out that the insurance re- 
quirements would probably be even 
stricter. It was also pointed out that 
the onerous quality of regulations de- 
pends upon the way they are inter- 
preted for enforcement and Captain 
de Havilland who favored entire 
ilition of the requirements, was the 
only one who said flatly that they are 
,v enforced too rigidly. 
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New Type Small Lathe 

' I \he General Radial Drill Company, 
A (Cincinnati, Ohio, announces a new 
type of small, self contained, precision 
lathe which is particularly suitable for 
finishing pistons, grinding valves, bor- 

commutators and other work. A special 
feature is the Gibbs “V-disc” drive of 
graphitized micarta. This permits 
highly efficient power transmission and 
operates the spindle shaft direct from 
the motor shaft without use of belts, 
providing seven spindle speeds from 68 
to 600 r.p.m. by means of a hand lever. 

Specifications include a bed of 4 ft. 
with 24 in. between centers. The cross 
slide is adjustable-gibbed and has 6i in. 
travel. The compound rest swivels 180 
deg. and the top slide has 2 in. travel. 
Micrometer collars are provided on both 
of the slides together with handscraped 
bed and carriage. The apron carries a 
large hand wheel for rapid traverse, a 
half nut lever that permits longitudinal 
power feed, and a thread indicator for 
chasing threads. The tail stock can be 
set over for taper turning. The spindle 
runs on ball bearings and is hollow. 

The built-in motor is of J hp. repul- 
sion-induction type, A.C. for operation 



on 110 or 220 volts single phase and is 
furnished also for D.C. in 32, 110 and 
220 volts. The switch embodies a ther- 
mal over load protector. Standard 
equipment includes small face plate (dog 
plate), two lathe centers, thread indi- 
cator, complete tool post, five feet of 
rubber covered cable and a two-piece 
attachment plug. 


Sauler Time Switch 

T he R. W. Cramer & Company, Inc., 
New York City, are manufacturers 
of the Sauter time switch type ZM-40- 
II-A which is used to automatically turn 
on and off airway beacons in locations 
where public utility power is available. 
This is a 40 ampere, two pole, motor 
operated time switch assembly equipped 
with the Sauter astronomic dial which 
automatically changes the time of opera- 
tion in step with the change in sun-time 
throughout the year. All Sauter time 



Ames Micrometer 

A new dial micrometer for measur- 
ing and testing flat, round or odd 
shaped machine parts, rubber, textiles, 
or automotive parts is announced by 
the B. C. Ames Company, Waltham, 
Mass. The measuring anvils are opened 
and closed by the turn of a wheel which 
moves a large pointer on the dial. There 
are 100 widely spaced graduations on 
the dial each representing 1/1,000 in. 
A small pointer indicates the revolu- 
tions of the large one — each graduation 
on a small dial representing 1/10 in. 
The throat is 1 in. in depth. The in- 
strument has a thin, chromium plated 
case with finger ring grip, and contains 
a table of decimal equivalents for mak- 


Airplane Engine Gaskets 

'T'he Fitzgerald Manufacturing Com- 
pany. lorrington, Conn., have on 
the market a complete line of airplane 
engine gaskets for the Brownback, Cur- 
tiss, General, Kinner, Liberty, Moth. 
Packard, Pratt & Whitney, Velie, War- 
ner. and Wright engines. Replaceable 
gaskets are obtainable for everything on 
the- engine. 


O 


Stanley Cowl Fastener 

interest to the aviation indus- 
y is the No. 9515 cowl fastener 
mtly placed on the market by the 
Stanley Works, New Britain, Conn. 
Made of steel, cadmium plated to make 
it rust resisting, the fastener has a sub- 
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► Aircraft tubing data. A 24 page 
booklet recently published by the Sum- 
merill Tubing Company entitled "Air- 
craft Tubing Data” contains price lists 
and weight tables for seamless steel 
tubing and tables of the physical 

standard aircraft steels. The booklet is 
attractively illustrated with views of 
different stages in the production 
process, pictures of standard and special 
shapes of tubing ahd diagrams of 
streamline, elliptical and square sec- 


► Lathe attachments. Bulletin No. 77 
has just been published by the South 
Bend Lathe Works. This is a 20 page, 
letter size booklet devoted to description 
and illustration of the attachments used 
with new model South Bend lathes and 
including with each description infor- 
mation regarding the use and purpose 
of the attachment. 

► Crouse-Hinds Condulet, Plugs and 
Receptacles. Bulletin No. 2204, recently 
issued by the Crouse-Hinds Company, 
deals with type FSQ interlocking safety 
switch condulet which is for use with 
small portable electrical appliances, espe- 
cially in locations where dust and gases 
are present. Plugs and receptacles suit- 
able for use with high frequency port- 
able tools are illustrated in Bulletin 
No. 2203. 


stantial spring and weighs slightly over 
to insert the screw driver and turn in 
gages in the slot in the case. To dis- 

screw driver, compress and turn in 
either direction. 

Only the screw driver slot and rivet 
heads are visible from the outside. 
There are no parts protruding and, 
therefore, almost no wind resistance. 
The fastener, through tightening of the 
cowling, does away with noises due to 
vibration. Because of die angle on both 
the hook and strike plate, it tends to 
draw the cowling in two directions, 
tightening through vibration. 


Kraeuter Plier 

Among the pliers manufactured by 
XvKraeuter & Company, Newark, 
N. J., is Model No. 1781 especially 
adapted for radiator repair work. The 
long slender jaws of this tool give it a 
reach well beyond the capacity of the 
ordinary plier. It is 7 in. long and 
weighs 4J oz. 




T he typesetter for the New York 
World must have listened in at 
some time on the conversations 
between some shiny new flying stu- 
dents and their girl friends. 

His version of an advertisement ap- 
pearing in the March 16th issue, dis- 
covered by J. A. R., of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., reads: 

‘'Take off on your lying career 
where Lindbergh, Chamberlin and 
Byrd took off." 


Our sterling correspondent of the 
Pacific Coast, Mr. C. F. McR. of Los 
Angeles, Cal., air mails the following: 
“A local paper gives considerable space 
in its weekly Aviation page to a com- 
plete technical description of the 
Curtiss “Tanager.” Among other par- 
agraphs appears the following: 

“ ‘When completely stalled the 
“Tanager” can be rfilled from one side 
to the other with only slight yawning 
tendencies, which are in the proper 
direction.’ ” 

How bored that plane must get with 
the dubs who attempt to demonstrate 
its foolproof qualities. First thing you 
know it will be folding up its landing 
gear, pillowing its prop on the shock- 
struts and going soundly to sleep in 
mid-air. Of real importance, I should 
think, would be scientific tests to de- 
termine which is the proper direction 
for yawning. Emily Post should be 
informed of this and possibly we could 
get up an aeronautical book of eti- 
quette. 

At any rate, the yawning char- 
acteristics of the Tanager suggest the 
slogan, “Be nonchalant — fly a Tanager 
and be safe even when asleep.” 


Aside to the Advertising Manager: 
Bill the above space to the Curtiss 
Company at the usual rate, and leave 
half of the fee on our desk. 


From J. H. D. of Tampa, Florida, 
comes a clipping from a Florida paper, 
telling of an attempt shortly to be 
made by Mr. “Red” Jackson to fly 
an airplane upside down for a new 
solo endurance record. The headline 
on the article says, “Must Hold Plane 
On Its Back 36 Hours In Air” and 
Mr. J. H. D. wishes to know if we 
think he can do it. 

It might be possible by the use of a 
combination toe-hold and Half-Nelson, 
but we are sure that any other holds 
would be much too weak. 


Our Hangar Flying Department 


friend of ours reports that he got 

country recently. After 
' ' • '' -eiling to drop 


fou 


hrough he couldn't 
iny of the country underneath. After 

found a small town with a railroad sta- 
n but couldn’t make out tl 
the station sign. After 
dives at the station, each time getting 




he still couldn't 


. Finally he made one dive down 
which nearly took the shingles off the 
oof and that time he did make out the 
ign. It read, “American Railway 
Express.” 


Pilots who learned to fly in Jennies 
which had an empty fire extinguisher 
as their sole instrument board equip- 
ment. will probably mutter under their 
breaths something about the pampered 
modern generation when they read 
about the pilot who made a night land- 
ing on a lighted field and “it was 
learned that he landed without a bank 
indicator, a feat difficult enough in the 
daytime." The item was sent in by 
Private license No. 9636 of Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Mr. C.E.N., an editorial colleague, 
only with folks who arc carrying elec- 

but that we seem to be suffering from 
a “first” complex all through the in- 
dustry. He has collected the following 
set of “famous firsts” in one month : 
“Miss Florence Barnes . . . has the 
distinction of being the first woman to 
pilot a plane across Mexican terri- 
tory.” (Correspondent) 

“Mr. Whelan is one of the nation’s 
first pilots, having learned to fly at the 
old Wright school at Simms Station,' 
near Dayton, Ohio, where the first 
hangar in the world was built in 
1913.” (United Aircraft and Trans- 
port release) 

ize active glider club.” (Picture cap- 
tion from William and Mary college) 
“The first Heir to the Throne to fly 
over the historic home of the Sover- 
eign, — the Prince of Wales in his 
Gipsy Moth above Windsor Castle.” 
(Picture caption reproduced from 
London Illustrated Netvs) 

“Central City, Neb., with a popula- 
tion of less than 3,000 claims the dis- 


tinction of staging the first rural town 
airplane show in the state or in the 
middle west.” (Correspondent) 

“N. S. Chalmers, first man to pur- 
chase an aeroplane for use in the Fiji 
Islands.” ( Flight ) 

“The first power glider to appear at 
a flying base here.” (K.C. Cor- 
respondent) 

“First moose ever photographed in 
the wilds by an air photographer.” 
(Caption in Sportsman Pilot) 

“An airplane was used as a hearse 
for the first time in the annals of 
Rocky Mountain aviation ...” (Den- 
ver Correspondent) 

“Fred Ensworth, chief of the Peoria 
tribe, is believed to be the first Indian 
to fly an airplane. Ensworth took up 
the study of aviation in 1910 and is 
now recognized as an experienced 
flier.” (Newspaper item) 

“This is the first time a prize of 
the Royal Aeronautical Society has 
been won by a woman.” (British Cor- 
respondent.) 

“This is the first instance in Siam 
of a person being saved with an air 
chute.” (Irving Air Chute Co. re- 
lease) 

“Lady Somers is said to be the first 

machine." ( Flight ) 

“An airplane squad of four Denver 
policemen has been appointed as Den- 
ver's first step to cope with gunmen, 
bandits and other underworld cliarac- 

“A plane equipped with venturi 
cowling had for the first time crossed 
the equator.” (P. and W. Bee-Hive) 


Mr. E. P. W., of Boston, reports 
finding, in the Transcript, the follow- 
ing item under the heading of Avia- 
tion News: “Autumn conference of 
Lend a Hand Clubs held in the Bel- 
mont Unitarian Church,” and from this 
item he forms the opinion that this 
airplane business might be in worse 
shape than we all had thought. 

While we are on this subject we 
were worried a bit ourself the other 
day when we noted a marked sim- 
ilarity between the new uniforms 
adopted by an air line and the Salva- 
tion Army uniform. However we 
have since formed the opinion that 
things will be all rosy again soon. We 
have talked matters over recently with 
a number of manufacturers and they 
were all complaining bitterly, which 
we know to be a good sign. When a 
manufacturer is happy and gay and 
joyfully optimistic about the future 
then you can be sure he hasn't an 
order in his shop. 
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THESE GLIDERS 
WILL BE FLYERS! 



■^^T^RIGHT Aeronautical wishes good luck to 
the National Gliding Association. Almost 
thirty years ago, Orville Wright changed gliding 
into flying. And today the Wright Company is 
proud to assist in the raising of the $50,000 fund 
for gliding awards! Each year, in Europe, gliding 


clubs bring up new airmen. Each year they help 
in airplane design and research. Each season they 
open the eyes of more people to the pleasure of 
the air. Get behind this fast-growing fledgling of 
Aviation. It’s good business and good sport to 
help it all we can. 


WRIGHT 

AERONAUTICAL CORPORATION 
PATERSON, NEW JERSEY 
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Of course, 

this doesn’t happen every day 


Recently in Erie, Pa., a McGraw-Hill circulation man 
visited a plant to get subscriptions and got the surprise of 
his life. The story may be interesting to those advertising 
men, who, in selecting advertising mediums, consider not 
only reader interest but how circulation is built. 

Frankly, this Erie plant was not covered as a unit* by cer- 
tain McGraw-Hill publications. The circulation man was 
there to find out why. In keepingwith McGraw-Hill policy 
he called at the front office, learned the plant set-up and 
obtained permission to interview key men. 

When, finally, he reported back to the front office the sur- 
prise came. Unknown to him an executive had watched 
him work. This executive greeted him somewhat like this : 

“Q 

k._JO this is the way McGraw-Hill builds 
circulation! It interests me because you see we are 
advertising in your Engineering N eivs-Record. We 
are now going after some mining business and your 
demonstration here convinces me that your Coal Age is 
a good place for us to advertise.” 

McGraw-Hill circulation headquarters in New York 
will gladly explain its principles and practices of circula- 
tion building to those who are interested. 



McGRAW-HILL PUBLICATIONS 
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Attractive — Fireproof — 
Daylighted — Efficient 

The specialized requirements of aeronautical 
buildings are fully met by standardized 
Truscon Steel Products at economical cost. 

In the Curtiss Flying Service Hangar, shown 
above, Truscon Steel Doors are used 
throughout, including the large Steel Hangar 
Doors, both Straight Slide and Curved 
Track Types. 

The fireproof roof consists of Truscon Steel- 
decks, insulated and waterproofed. The 
floors and roofs are supported on Truscon 
Steel Joists, “O-T” Open Truss and “P-G” 
Plate Girder types. The concrete is rein- 
forced with Truscon Welded Steel Fabric 
and Bars. 

Whether interested in individual building 
products or in complete standardized build- 
ings, write for suggestions, quotations and 
catalogs. 

TRUSCON STEEL COMPANY 

YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 


Build F!OW While COSTS Are Low 


TRUSCON 

Steel Building Products 

FOR AIRPLANE HANGARS 
AND AIRPORTS 




Our wide 
experience 

in the field of 

AUTOMOTIVE 

ENGINES 

makes us a 
most practical source 

AIRPLANE 

SPRINGS 

on a production or 
experimental basis 

ag-**-*. 

COOK SPRING CO. DIVISION 

of BARNES-GIBSON- RAYMOND inc- 
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

DETROIT DIVISION - 6400 MILLER AVE., DETROIT 
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Stecttfs 


HOLLEY CARBURETORS 


POSITIVE “PICK UP” 

+ EASY STARTING 

'T'HE acceleration is taken care of 
A by a pump with special features so 
that it gives a prolonged action. 
Further it automatically releases when 
the throttle is opened and closed too 
quickly thus preventing “over pump- 
ing.” Finally the fuel discharges into 
the center of the air stream. 


CARBURETOR 
SPECIALISTS 
SINCE 1903 


Descriptive literature, yours for the asking, 
gives full details of design, construction, con- 
trol and adjustment. 

W rite today 


HOLLEY CARBURETOR COMPANY 

Detroit, Michigan 



5 ^ 


Airports and Aviation 
Buildings by Austin 




THE AUSTIN COMPANY 


have a copy of 
booklet, Tycos 
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Where the factor 
of safety is all 
important . . . . 


Through Death Valley, across the Bad Lands, 
the Rockies, or scorching desert sands, the 
reliability of Zapon products continues supreme. 
Since the beginning of aviation they have 
contributed largely as an all important factor 
of safety. In 

Clear Nitrate Aeroplane Dopes 
Semi Pigmented Aeroplane Dopes 
Gloss Pigmented Aeroplane Dopes 


the element of safety is constantly assured by 
the most exacting series of continuous labo- 
ratory tests, each step vitally essential to 
maintaining not only the highest standard of 
Zapon quality but also absolute safety in the air. 

Also Thinners, Lacquer Enamels 

( and Lacquer Primers 

It is the age of color even for the plane and in keeping with 
this modem desire, Zapon Cloth for interior upholstery lends II 
an ultra luxurious finish to the lines! sport job. Brilliant I 
in color, attractive in pattern, its durability is such as to 11 
"wear and wear and wear." H 

THE ZAPON COMPANY 


STAMFORD, CONN. 
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Do you know 
that . . . 

ftlSB] 

each month our subscription 
department receives more 

VTEELfANGARS 

❖ * * 

If we printed extra copies of 
be glad to comply’ with these 

♦ PERMANENT * 

* FIRE-PROOF * 

* LOW COST • 

we have no way of knowing 


The Thomas & Armstrong Company 

* » * 

But We Do Know — that each 



readerhas “missed” just the 

Don’t Crack p Good Take Up 

Don't Peel E Good Fill 

Don’t Rot S Ea.y to Apply 

mmmm, 

use of. 

Insure your receiving 
AVIATION regularly by 
filling in the coupon 
below, today 

AVIATION 

PERRY-AUSTEN MFG. CO. 

Main Ofcc and Worig: Gr«, Sra.en Land, N. V. 
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I fc, 


Yjungf Men 

your future depends 
upon your training 

You. who receive instruction now will be the ones 



Von Hoffmann Aircraft School 

Lambert St. Louis Airport — St. Louis, Missouri 

U. S. Gov't Approved School for Transport, 

Limited Commercial Private Pilot, Ground and Flying 
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j. i: 1 , . 

268-288 Albion Street Elmhurst, L. I. 

MACHINES and TOOLS for FACILITATING 
SHEET METAL OPERATIONS in AIR 
CRAFT CONSTRUCTION 

Catalogue No. 25- A free for the asking 
THE PECK, STOW 8 WILCOX CO., Southington, Conn. 

The Budd 
Wheel Company 

Makers of 

Wheels for airplanes 

PHILADELPHIA AND DETROIT 

A IE R OIL 

Shock A bsorbinar Landing Struts 

L^'di^St^tl 0 PneumoUc 

olio off *” o ^° n j ° f cc f i"^ > ° i ^, 0P,,0t * d 

AEROLASTRUT 


SER-O-PLY 

AIRCRAFT PLYWOOD 

The 

Original Blood Albumen Glue Plywood 
Engineered for use in: 
AIRCRAFT— CANOES— 
BOATS— GLIDERS 
Since 1916 

THE CARROM COMPANY 
1 Since 1889 LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN 

I'lH AIIIV lllll It tl l 

ligp 

For Air Mail use ,,■■■■■■, MAILWING 

For Sport or Business use ■ SPORT MAILWING 

Pitcairn Aircraft, inr. 


Flying Equipment 

Everything for the aviator — from hel- 
met to shoes. Highest quality at lowest 
prices. Write for a copy of Catalog “G.” 

^Icholas-leaxley 

Atrljlane Com|jany Inc|^| 
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HERE TO FLY 




Methods of*. * *«Vf~ ~ p 


B J>o ls 


E AIRWAYS, INC. 


:rsr. jsl. 


AVIATION TRAINING 

TEST © 

D. W. FLYING SERVICE 


Complete ^M-d Ground School 
WKRELI^IA^S AJR SERVICE, II 


sslll THE PERFECT 

TAKE-OFF FOR YOUR 

R ill FLYING CAREER... 

OOSEVELT 

AVIATION S C H OO L 


LEARN to FLY 

with 

l CURTISS WRIGHT 

Get into Aviation — 
the big, new romantic 
industry. Learn to fly the Curtiss 
Wright way at one of the 40 
schools. Write for free booklet. 
CURTISS WRIGHT FLYING SERVICE 

Dopt. AV, 27W.57*L St., New York City 





- OKLAHOMA - 


S. DEPT OF COMMERCE m 
APPROVED TRANSPORT^- 
GROUND & FLYING/. 
SCHOOL /4T: ... 

©4 


A National System of Government 
Approved Aviation Schools 

eii=isi 


UNIVERSAL AVIATION SCHOOLS 




NKWHAMCO A 


You Fly Daily at Ouii Z' ^ 1 

^ LY ,ng I 

COURSES 1 

// * 245 ’ J395 ' 1995 1 

ON REQUEST 

SPARTAN 

^^SCHOOL OF AERONAUTICS 

^•PITCAIRN AVIATION 
of Pennsylvania, Inc. 

10*. SO- Mid50*Ho«j, Flying Count! lr,d. 
Pitcairn Pa. 

For advertising rates in the 
"Where To Fly” Section of 
Aviation write to 

Searchlight Dept. 
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Aircraft Service Directory 


JJCo 


ir Advertisement 


A 


ir Craft Parts 


HUSBAND AIRCRAFT SPECIALTIES 


Piston Pins for Aircraft 


■ KS FOR AIRCRAFT 
R SPECIAL TANKS 




Pitch&Bank 

INDICATOR 



INSTRUMENT COMPANT 


STEARMAN, 
KITTYHAWK and 
AEROMARINE KLEMM 



Nitrate Dopes 

Crystal Clear Nitrale Dopes conform 
to U. S. Navy Specifications 49-D-4 


JOHN S. COX AND SON 


Quality Aircraft Tubing 

TUBING 

SUMMERILL 


Summerill Tubing Co. 


AERIAL PHOTOS 

A Job for Specialists 


New England Airways, Inc. 


Phenix Clear Nitrate Dope 


X AIRCRAFT P 


HANGARS 




Airplane Covers 

SyjKE VAI.UE _PRICES REDUCED 


X (IRADF. (AAA) ( 


T SATISFIED 


SPARKPLUG RENEWAL SI 


Good Advice 

Should Be Solicited 
When Needed 

Every Airplane Plant 
presents a set of highly 
individual problems that 
must be answered by ex- 
pert assistance, taking 
into consideration all of 
the technical peculiarities 
of the plant under 
scrutiny. 

You can find the specific 
answer to your aviation 
problem through the 
Directory of Professional 
Service 
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Professional Services 


DR. MAX M. MUNK 

Consulting Aeronautical Engineer 

STRESS ANALYSIS. DESIGN. RESEARCH 

Youngberg, Brown 8t 
Youngberg 
Airport Engineers 

620 No. Michigan Are.. Chicago. 111. 

WINDTUNNEL 

Scientific Flying Model Tests. 

Tunnel, Flying and Demonstration 
Models Made. 

Lowest Rates 
For further information ■write: 

AERONAUTICAL RESEARCH 
LABORATORY ^ 

For Advertising Rates in the “Profes- 
siona [^Service Directory" of 

Professional Directory Division 

Complete Airport 

Construction Service 

1600 AN' D B CONSTRUCTION CO^ 

Searchlight Section 


S§S utfu 

SKi-TSSSk. conD "' * ew " k A 


FO v R ol | 3 ^^rT„, 8 . 0 WflSTJlflM 


F 0 . R S, D 3A S SgS.^ VgJTZSnS 

i^ir. ,, A 6 S!,.nr^ n 3ft,o?.* d '*Pa r U A c& £ 

saar F.r&se^ku ????..: 0 05 w ' 


&S Waro^owil 

have baggage compartments and compasses, 
ono of them flown but 30 houra. priced from 

STSuSSi £ nr .o?d x -?r„^*^- Al u 4 fisas 

aasra. , ffs. r, .wsasa °sa 


FOR SALE 

FOR SALE 


chine Works. 1020 Lake Street. Chicago. Illinois. 

|S?s|rS.r£r® !i .S 
IS iStTlSSS ‘S 

OXX-6 used motors. Bloaser Motor Company, 
ConcoMa. Kansas. 

F *tnom>pkinc ^«6 ^L." 

always hlP Btorrf'"m3rdc7 5 °In OU Mrfeet er c“nd»b)n 
throughout. Will^sacrMce^ for^ $3,760^ Can 
Michigan Ave..' Chicago, ill. ' 


F M.« 

sMr M 'r- j - a - porvin ' coronnjo 

ssa k ^ 

SfS” ^"ssin^rssr^t 

less motor. Wire or write. Cart Hanson. 
American Eagle Distributor. Hubbard. Ohio. 


fo 5 r o 5SSS: f£S£J^ t A c Sh,£& 

Bargain for student looking lor solo hours 

S, ’tursjrs a 

Additional For Sale Ads on 
Pages 16 and 17 


EEHS. 


F0 . R pec, 3 a. AL pfe’-f»b E ^ l ^, k Nei ‘rork" Stale 
attractively priced lor eaah; will consider 
Avl " ,lon ' T “"‘ 



SOUTHLAND JOBBING HOUSE 


SaveVzona SPRAYIT 

Electric Outfit! 





NATIONAL JOBBING AND EXPORT CO. 

192 N. Clark St., Dept. A, Chicago, III. 


Searchlight Section 

EMPLOYMENT and BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES— USED and SURPLUS NEW EQUIPMENT 



HL^ASOTJgHr sseneE© 


FOR SALE 


FORD 

TRI- MOTOR. 
AIRPLANE 


PRICED FOR 

QUICK SALE/ 


V 


l NC 7562 American Eagle 0X5 $I4S0 

I NC 3657 American Eagle 0X5 1250 

1 NC862F. American Fjgle Kmne 


PERFECT CONDITION 


WRIGHT 

J-5 

MOTORS 


:e Wallace 

1 : 1 ooroplane, 

! | NC 276K 3-place Wall 


All of these planes 


Queen City Airlines, Inc. 


1038 Gilbert Ave 


AMERICAN EAGLE 
AIRCRAFT CORP. 


Gipsy Motor, English Make 

BJT.SlKSLd’Sa *S£8J~SL 

WUI raarantee «.«»- 


R WH,M Whirlwind Moto. 

u’unUanTSm. U tm^tS!£a?SJ£lt‘ 


FAIRCHILD 71 


USED WACO 10 PARTS I 

! ! SSS' 


J5 WHIRLWIND 

l „■» ... IS 


STINSON 

JUNIOR 

| 4 piace with 225 II. P. J-6 Wright 
; Motor. Almost new, only 40 hrs. 
i Reason for selling, intend to pur- 
j chase 300 H.P. Stinson Junior, 
i Will sell at a real price for a quick 
■ sale and cash only. 

Joseph H. Dotterweych 




Airplanes 



i Ford Tri-Motored Planes 

i New Used 


Universal Flyers Incorporated 
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3. Airplane Design— Aerodynamics 

4. Physics of the Air 

StaiSirSS 


^Fill Oul-Clip— and Mail This Coupon * 
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Now SCINTILLA 

flies with Boeing 
from Chicago to the coast 


POSITIONS VACANT 16 


WANTED TO PURCHASE ,6 



" 


■* 

:mrr •• 



y — "n 

B & B Construction Co 


Where to Fi., 

— 
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Is your copy keeping 
step with your salesmen? 


A N eastern manufacturer selling a 
l product for general industrial use 
has advertised consistently in six 
McGraw-Hill publications. His sales 
year after year have been so satisfactory 
that he has readily renewed his advertis- 
ing contracts. 

The product is staple — one of those 
prosaic things that make copy writers 
age prematurely. A new competitive 
situation came up last fall that made 


the copy obsolete. The advertising 
writer left his copy desk and turned 
salesman for a while. He returned with 
a sharpened pencil and a new viewpoint. 

The new copy has been running now 
for several months. No change in adver- 
tising schedule! No change in sales 
policy! No change in product design 
or service! Nothing has been changed 
except the copy, which has become more 
sales-like and more humanly interesting. 


ISJoW comes the president’s report on 
sales for the first quarter. Does it not show 
that it pays to scrutinize copy as well as the 
mediums that give it voice? 


THE REPORT* 

I am inclined to believe that the new type of advertising is getting the 
results we had hoped for. In fact it is coming much better than we 
had reason to expect. We are very busy in the plant at the present 
time and our sales for the first quarter are running 35% higher than 
former years, which is quite a jump. The particular class of work 
we went after in this advertising has necessitated our practically 
doubling the machinery in this department and it is now operating 
on a 24-hour schedule. 




McGRAW-HILL 

f New York Chicago Cleveland 

Greenville San Francisco 


PUBLICATIONS 


Detroit 

Boston 


Philadelphia 

London 
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"Using Socony exclusively 

. . . ample proof of my appreciation” 


results in all the different types of motors I have 
used, regardless of weather < nd ti 

‘The fact that I am using Socony Aviation Gaso- 
line and Socony Aircraft Oils exclusively is ample 
proof of my appreciation of your products.” 

So writes Mr. Charles Dallas of Buffalo, 
distributor for Waco, Stinson, Ryan, Great 


Lakes, and Monoaircraft aeroplanes. The 
Charles Dallas Flying Club is the largest east 
of the Mississippi, operating six ships now, and 

Only gasoline and oils of such a standard as 
to be completely reliable are suited to aviation 
purposes. It is the consensus of opinion in 
airports and throughout aviation circles that 
of this high standard. 


Soeonv products are 


SOCONY 

Aviation Gasoline Aircraft Oils 


STANDARD OIL COMPANY OF NEW YORK 



roper 

Valve 

Clearance 

Automatically 

Maintained 





A hinged type of Rocker 
Box in the Axelson En- 
gine compensates for 
any change of length of 
cylinder and automatically maintains 
valve clearance, regardless of engine 
temperature. The rocker arm contact- 
ing with the valve stem and push rod is 
of the roller type and is supported by 
ball bearings. Rocker boxes completely 
enclose the overhead valve mechanism 
but the covers may be easily removed, 
giving free access for valve adjustment 
and inspection. The valves are of alloy 
steel, tulip design. Valve guides are 
shrunk into the cylinder head, both 
being made of special bronze composi- 
tion. 

Interesting facts about the Axelson 
Airplane Engine are given in our Cat- 
alog. A copy will be forwarded. 


Axelson Aircraft Engine Co. 

Factory and General Offices 
Corner Randolph St. and Boyle Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 
(P. 0. Box 3371 





